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1st July 2020  

 
Dear Parents / Guardians,  
 
 
 

 

 

04.01.2022 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 
I hope you have all had a healthy, relaxing and enjoyable Christmas and New Year. 
This letter is to inform you of the current situation in Ysgol Bryn Teg relating to the 
pandemic. 

As you are aware, the Covid case rate is high locally and this has, as was inevitable, 

impacted adversely on staffing levels at our school as well as upon pupil absence 

rates. 

  Contingency Planning 

It is important that we are open and transparent with you in these unprecedented 
times. We are currently having to assess daily whether it is safe to run the 
school in the normal way. While we have made and implemented plans to reduce 
the impact of higher staff absence than normal, the effect of Covid is very 
considerable at the moment. This is, of course, on top of the usual reasons that 
might affect staffing levels, most of which cannot be anticipated or planned for, such 
as sudden bereavement or illness. 

 
We have assessed the current situation and our ability to operate safely as a 
school and have agreed that we will not be able to run safely if: 

 
 20% or more of our teaching staff are absent at any one time, or 
 A large proportion of the staff who are critical to the safe running of the 

school are absent (e.g. fire marshals, safeguarding, first aiders, caretaking, 
office staff) 

 
In this event, we will inform you that this critical point has been reached and 
that it will be necessary to ask one or more year groups to remain at home. 
We will aim to provide as much advance notice as possible, however please 
be aware that a situation may develop overnight leading to potential change 
at short notice.  
 
Work will be provided for pupils to complete during this period. 

 
Please be aware that this is not a decision that will be taken lightly. Every possible 
means of avoiding partial closure will be fully explored, however the availability of 
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cover staff is a major issue, as all schools are in the same position as our own. 
 

Daily LFT’s (Lateral Flow Tests) 

 
As per the Welsh Government guidance, if there are two or more confirmed cases of 
Covid within your child's class we strongly advise that your child undertakes LFT 
tests for 7 days to try and prevent spreading infection more widely in the school. We 
recommend that these daily tests are taken before eating/drinking in the morning 
before going to school. It is acknowledged that for some learners it may not be 
possible to undertake daily testing i.e. those with special educational needs or those 
that are too young to accept repeated testing.   

Please note that if your child is under the age of 5 years old they should not take 
COVID-19 tests unless directed to do so by a doctor or if you believe a test is 
absolutely necessary and in the best interests of your child.  They should however 
remain off school if they have a high temperature until it returns to normal and they 
feel better. 

Any class that has two or more confirmed cases will receive a “Warn and Inform” 
letter. There may be some additional measures we will need to put in place at short 
notice to keep learners and staff safe: 

 Daily LFTs by pupils 
 All pupils to be dropped off by a parent / guardian (regardless of class/age) 

to confirm an LFT has been completed 
 Changes to the set-up of the classroom 
 Changes to staffing arrangements within the class 
 Reduced class “bubbles” 
 On-line learning 

Existing Measures 

Please continue to respect and adhere to the current measures we have in place: 

 One way drop-off/ collection system 
 One parent/guardian to drop off/collect 
 Prompt drop-off/collection, no gatherings outside the school gates/premises 
 Parents/guardians to wear a mask unless exempt (please ensure you have 

an exemption lanyard) 
 School visits/meetings to be by appointment only unless an emergency 

Clwb Seren 

Clwb Seren will not run this half term. We will review the situation before Feb half 
term. 

Face to Face learning 

 

By adhering to the new and existing measures, we hope to avoid a situation where 
we need to move to on-line learning. We believe it is important to keep our doors 
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open, and teach children face to face and we will do everything that we can, along 
with the support from yourselves to ensure that this is the case. 

 

We believe that it is important for all parents to be informed in advance of contingency 
planning and to be aware that our aim is to ensure the safety of all of the pupils in our 
school. Should we reach a point where  this cannot be guaranteed, we will therefore 
implement partial closure (one or more year groups/classes learning remotely) as 
outlined above and in agreement with the Local Authority. If and when we reach this 
point, you will receive further information on the dates, arrangements, etc., whether 
or not your child’s class is one of those affected. 

 
Thanks in advance for your continued support 
 
 
Geraint Jones 
 
Headteacher 

 

 
 


