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1st July 2020  

 
Dear Parents / Guardians,  
 
 
 
 

26th February 2021 /26ain Chwefror 2021 
Newsletter/Llythyr Newyddion 

 
Dear parents / carers (Annwyl Rhieni),  
 
I hope you have all managed to relax and enjoy the half term break from online 
learning. It has been wonderful to see the safe return of pupils to Foundation Phase, 
and Canolfan Yr Ynys (speech and Language unit). I would bever have imagined that the 
children would have been talking to their friends in class about what they received as gifts 
from Christmas on their return this week.  
  
Next week and plans for the increase in face to face learning 
We look forward to seeing our gradual return offer move to full time return for all of our 
Foundation Phase pupils from next week. This also includes our specialist 
setting Canolfan Yr Ynys pupils. Hub provision for those pupils of key worker and vulnerable 
pupils will continue but are limited to a small number of pupils, from previously set criteria.   
  
The pupils in KS2 will continue to receive the online learning offer until further improvements 
are seen. We are hoping to be able to see a return of pupils in Key Stage 2 from the week 
commencing 15th March 2021. However this is dependent on the rates of infection in our local 
area, and advice received from Local Authority and Welsh Government.  We will 
communicate plans any updates on this date as soon as we practically can. This will most 
likely be by Monday 8th March as we will be following the data and advice closely. 

 
Infection rates  
I am sure many of you are aware that the Llwynhendy and Bynea ward currently has the 
highest rates of infection in all of the wards in Carmarthenshire. The pleasing news is that 
they are reducing over a number of weeks. We are all wanting to see this trend continuing, 
so that we do not have to return to further restrictions. We ask each and every one of us to 
play our part in the keeping our community safe.  
  

Infection rates per 100,000 of 
the population — week ending 

Wales/Carmarthenshire Llwynhendy and Bynea 

January 17th 2021 262.2 276.6 

January 24th 2021 187.0 188.1 

January 31st 2021 164.7 165.9 

February 7th 2021 98.5 (first time to below 100 since 

October 2020) 

199.1 

February 14th 2021 72.0 177.1 

February 20th 2021 69.9 121.7 
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We, as parents and staff, realise how difficult the last year has been for all of our pupils and 
families. We are looking forward to bringing some form of normality back to the children's 
lives this term, however we need the support of the community to be able to do this as safely 
as possible. 
 
Safe Return 
We have put a number of measures in place to ensure the safety of both pupils and staff: 
 

• Lateral Flow Tests for all staff – twice a week 

• PPE including face masks which can be worn by staff in the classroom setting 

• Staggered drop off and collection times for pupils 

• Outdoor learning of 50 % each week.  

• Children to be collected at midday on Fridays to allow all staff to receive their PPA 
time safely, and omit any staff crossing over of bubbles. Commencing Friday 5th 
March, 2021. 

• School meals and breakfast to be taken in the classroom setting or picnic area 
weather permitting 

 
It will be the responsibility of the staff, pupils and parents/carers to ensure we can have a 
safe return as possible. 
 

  
Attendance  
We will be encouraging all children, who are able to, to return to the classroom setting over 
the next few weeks. Children who do not attend will not be financially penalised. Miss Hayes, 
our Family Inclusion Officer, will offer support to those families who chose not to send their 
children back to school. Families who do not engage with the school may be contacted by 
the Education Welfare Service as a matter of course and to support families wellbeing. 
 
We have loaned out approx. 40 chromebooks/devices to help families engage with on-line 
learning. When the children return, these devices will need to be returned to school. 
Teachers will continue to teach from the classroom setting and no on-line learning will be set 
unless for homework or class isolation. 
 
Hub Provision 
When all children return we will only be offering hub provision for a Friday afternoon (12-
3pm). Children who have accessed the hub previously, as well as the children of school staff 
will be given priority. We appreciate that families circumstances may change, with parents 
having to return to work, but we ask that you only apply for the hub provision if all other 
options have been exhausted. If you require a place in the hub please book via the link text 
out by the given deadline. Proof of shift will be required before accessing the provision. 
 
School Meals 
We have been informed by the catering department that school meals will be available from 
Monday 1st March. There will be a varied menu for the first two weeks roughly following the 
old menu (week 1 and week 2). School meals will need to be booked on ParentPay for all 
children wanting a school dinner, this includes Free School Meals.  
 
The Parent Pay team can support all families who have not yet activated their accounts , 
School Meals schoolmeals@carmarthenshire.gov.uk / 01267 246714. 
For all those who have a meal but have not activated, this will be followed up by the 
ParentPay team working with the school to support parents in activating their accounts. 
 
Free School Meals Payments 
 

mailto:schoolmeals@carmarthenshire.gov.uk
http://d6vsczyu1rky0.cloudfront.net/30072_b/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/FSM-24-02-2021-Schools-1.pdf
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https://www.parentpay.com 
 
Please note that FSM payments will be made up to 11th April. Therefore, any parents entitled 
to free school meals will be charged for any meals ordered in school. All pupils, including 
those entitled to free school meals, can bring in a packed lunch on any day they choose to.  
All pupils including those entitled to free school meals will be required to pay for 

school dinners until 11th April. (Payments for FSM pupils will continue)  

 
Breakfast Club 
Breakfast provision will be within the classroom setting and will consist of toast, yogurt, and 
juice. Breakfast will finish at 9am, please ensure that your child is in school on time if they 
are wanting a school breakfast. 
 
After School Club 
There will be no after school clubs running for the time being. Additional provisions such as 
after school club will be reviewed to see when it is deemed safe enough to return. Next 
review will be before the end of the Spring term.  
 
Uniform 
Uniform will again be optional for this term. We do ask that children are dressed comfortably 
and ready for the outdoors! Spares as well as wellies/outdoor shoes will be needed on a 
daily basis. 
 
We have purchased wet weather jackets and trousers for every child in school – these will 
stay in school. We have also worked with Picton Sports and are able to offer a subsidised 
waterproof school coat for children to purchase and keep – ideal for spring and autumn. The 
coats will be available to order through the school via ParentPay at £10.50 each. There is 
currently a 2-3 week turnaround, please order a bigger size if needed to last! 
 

 
 

 
Communication 
We will continue to communicate via Class Dojo, School Website, Twitter, Text and email. It 
is our responsibility to communicate important information to you in a timely manner, it is 
your responsibility to keep your contact details up to date and check the relevant 
communication platforms. 
 
Healthy travel 
As the weather starts to improve as Easter approaches, we have a new bike/scooter shelter 
currently under construction at the front of the school. By the end of next week it will be open 
to the children, where they will be able to safely store, and lock (if they bring a bike lock) their 
bikes/scooters.  

https://www.parentpay.com/
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Upcoming events 
 
St David Day – Monday 1st March 
Children can wear red for St David Day celebrations on Monday 1st March. We will also be 
holding a special St Davids Day assembly for each each phase online. Children are being 
encouraged to wear traditional welsh costumes, or anything red if possible.  
 
Red Nose Day 
Friday 19th March – children can donate £1 on Parentpay. Class teachers will be completing 
class activities to raise awareness and celebrate comic relief. No out of uniform is required.  
 
World Book Day 
Thursday 25th March – Children can dress as their favourite character. We have moved to as 
late in the term as possible to allow for hopefully the KS2 children to take part. It also gives 
parents more time to make an outfit or order something online.  
 
Dates for your diary 
 

Date Event 

 Monday 1st March St Davids Day – children can wear red and 
attend our on-line assembly at  

Friday 13th March Red Nose Day – children can donate £1 via 
Parentpay 

Thursday 25th March World Book Day – children can dress up as 
their favorite character  

Monday 29th March – Friday 
9th April 

Easter Holidays 

Monday 12th April School starts back 
Monday 3rd May Bank Holiday Monday 

 
 
Please keep an eye on our website (www.ysgolbrynteg.com), Twitter and class dojo for any 
updates.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss this any further.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to seeing you once safe to do so. 
 
 
Mr G Jones 
Headteacher 

 
 

http://www.ysgolbrynteg.com/

