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Sunday 1st November 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope you have all enjoyed the half term break and managed to get out and about despite the 
weather.   

As I write this letter, Boris Johnson has just announced that there will be another National 
lockdown beginning on Thursday 5th November.  As a school, we will remain open and look 
forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday 2nd November.  I am very aware that some 
classes have trips organised this half term and that swimming lessons were supposed to start for 
Class 4.  Once back in school on Monday, we will contact all organisations involved with an aim to 
make further arrangements for either later in the term or for the spring term.  

INSET day 

We had a very productive INSET day on Friday 23rd October and worked together as a staff to 
reflect on the past half term, as well as look ahead as to how we can continue to support the 
development of our new curriculum.  All subject leads have now written their subject intents and 
have created their subject lead development action plan for the rest of this academic year. Subject 
intents will shortly be uploaded to our website alongside our progressions of skills and knowledge. 

E-safety 

Having spent time talking to children about their online experiences during lockdown, it was no 
surprise that children were spending more time on technical devices both for leisure and home 
learning needs. Communication between friends was hard during lockdown and we recognise that 
many children, especially Key Stage 2 children, have learnt how to use their devices to contact 
their peers.  What has become apparent is that we need to raise the awareness of online safety 
and online etiquette.  We will be focusing on this weekly in classes and our newsletters will be 
updating how parents can help to support and monitor their child’s online activity.  There can be so 
many positives when using technology within our daily lives.  We need to teach children to 
recognise this positivity but to also know the potential risks.  As a school community we all have a 
duty of care to ensure we promote the safe use of technology. 

STEAM 

STEAM has been a large part of our developing curriculum over the past year and our intention is 
to ensure it continues to support your children’s learning and development of life skills.  During the 
current climate we are continually learning how to adapt school life in order to ensure learning can 
be as normal as possible and as safe as possible. Due to the layout of classrooms (tables all 
facing forwards) the practicalities of STEAM has been difficult to employ.  Having observed and 
learnt from the successes of both breakfast and wrap provision, we believe we can timetable the 
school hall space in order for all our children to experience STEAM with COVID mitigations in 
place.  In classes 1 – 6 children have a seating plan  
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and they remain in their seat for the majority of their learning time, as the guidance suggests. Not 
only does this help with resource planning but will also help should we need to trigger any 
isolations to small or larger groups of children and staff. 

After much discussion, we have therefore, decided to use the school hall for STEAM supported 
learning.  Here children will work within their class bubble, within micro-bubbles of four. Covid 
mitigations will operate in the usual way, children facing the same direction, handwashing before 
and after entering the hall, cleaning surfaces and equipment etc.  The high ceilings, open windows 
and large space still allow for a greater dilution of virus should there be any. 

We want our children to be able to experience the fun learning opportunities that STEAM 
promotes, where they can problem solve, think creatively, collaborate, communicate effectively, 
develop resilience and have a desire to learn through our ever evolving creative curriculum.   

Outdoor learning across the school 

Our Forest of Friends continues to be a favourite part of the school amongst staff and pupils. So 
far this term children have either picked or tasted an apple from our very generous apple harvest 
this year.  Acorn class children are thoroughly enjoying their morning in the Forest of Friends each 
week, and I even came across model Stone Age circles recently; Class 3 I believe had been busy 
creating.  To help continue with our outdoor provision, as well as autumn walks and playtimes on 
the field, should your child have a pair of wellington boots that can be kept in school, we would 
greatly appreciate this.  

Drop off and pick up 

It was pleasing to hear, before half term, that Yeovil had the lowest rate of covid cases within 
mainland UK.  Nationally however, we know that the number of covid cases continue to rise and 
that the virus is very much around in our wider community. Therefore, it is necessary that we stay 
vigilant and keep on being compliant when following guidelines.  Thank you all once again for 
helping to keep our school site safe by adhering to the designated drop off and pick up time slots 
for each class and ensuring you are social distancing.  The designated time slots will continue until 
further notice. 

When we return on Monday 2nd November, the clocks will have changed and the evenings will 
start to draw in much quicker, particularly on dreary, rainy days.  We now have 5mph signs on 
display as you enter our school site and staff car park.  It is even more imperative that this speed 
limit is always adhered to by staff, parents and visitors to school, particularly now that drop off and 
pick up physically takes place along our access road. There are many more children around at the 
front of the school, for a longer period of time than in previous years, and we want to ensure 
everyone can access their cars safely.  Please make sure, when picking your child up by car, that 
you pull in and park safely, avoiding stopping the flow of traffic and ensuring you are beyond the 
zebra crossing.  By adhering to this, traffic can then continually flow through the access road, 
preventing back logs occurring on the main Yeovil road. Many thanks in advance.  

Finally, we now find ourselves in a situation where, now more than ever, we need to support each 
other as a community. All the characteristics of STEAM, taught to All Saints children, come to 
mind; resilience, perseverance and collaboration, are the skills we now need to draw upon. 

As always, I will update you with any Government guidance changes for schools once I have been 
informed.  

 

With prayers and the warmest of best wishes to you and your families 

 

Mrs Bowditch 

 


