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Unit Overview 

In this Unit, pupils will find out what it was like to be a child in Britain in WW2 and about the importance of the Battle of Britain. Pupils will need to be given a brief 
background introduction, into the causes and early stages of the war. 

Britain went to war with Germany in 1939 because Germany had carried out a forced invasion of other countries and despite negotiations and threats had 
refused to leave. Germany wanted revenge for their defeat in WW1 and wanted to take over other nearby countries to expand its empire. First, they 
invaded Austria, then Czechoslovakia and finally Poland. Great Britain had promised to help Poland if this happened.  

In history, pupils will find out about evacuation and how difficult that was for parents and pupils. They will study the Battle of Britain and find out the important role that 
radar had to play. In English, they will write evacuees diaries and narratives about ‘The night the bomb fell’. They will also research and write biographies for WW2 
heroes. In art, they will study and recreate stylised posters and a large-scale mural depicting a bombed and burning city. 

The science in this Unit is the study of light and in the context of WW2 pupils will sturdy what a Spitfire pilot could see, how searchlights used reflective light and why 
the blackout was so important. They will also make their own periscopes. 

 

 
 
 



Links 
 

©Cornwall Learning Publications 2013   
  

 

The Battle of Britain – Bombs, Battles and Bravery 

In this Unit, pupils will find out what it was like 
to be a child in Britain in WW2 and about the 
importance of the Battle of Britain. Pupils will 
need to be given a brief background 
introduction in to the causes of the war for 
example. 
 
Britain went to war with Germany in 1939 
because Germany had carried out a forced 
invasion of other countries and despite 
negotiations and threats had refused to 
leave. Germany wanted revenge for their 
defeat in WW1 and wanted to take over 
other nearby countries to expand its 
empire. First, they invaded Austria, then 
Czechoslovakia and finally Poland. Great 
Britain had promised to help Poland if this 
happened.  
 
In history, pupils will find out about evacuation 
and how difficult that was for parents and 
pupils. They will study the Battle of Britain and 
find out the important role that RADAR had to 
play. In English, they will write evacuees 
diaries and narratives about ‘The night the 
bomb fell’. They will also research and write 
biographies for WW2 heroes. In art, they will 
study and recreate stylised posters and a 
large-scale mural depicting a bombed and 
burning city. 
 
The science in this Unit is the study of light 
and in the context of WW2 pupils will study 
what a Spitfire pilot could see, how 
searchlights used reflective light and why the 
blackout was so important. They will also 
make their own periscopes. 

➔ 

Links to Outdoors 
• Pupils will be making periscopes in science and they will try them out from different hidden positions on the 

school field  

 

➔ 

National and International links 
• Pupils will explore the impact of the war with Germany with a focus on the Blitz and the Battle of Britain.  

They will learn more about the effect of the war on the lives of ordinary people, particularly in the cities and 
the evacuation programme 

 

➔ 

Links to the world of work 
• The work of pilots and the RAF feature prominently in this Unit, as does the work of artists in producing 

Ministry of Information posters and the role of singers entertaining troops and raising morale. 

 

➔ 

Links to learning and life skills 
• Able to listen and show interest in what the other person has to say 

• Able to ask questions that extend your own thinking and that of others 
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Art and Design 
Pupils will: 

• Look at design and slogans of propaganda 
posters from WW2 

• Design their own poster 

• Create a large scale mural of London during 
the Blitz using silhouettes 

• Learn about Scherenschnitte (German 
Paper Cutting) and the artist Wilhelm Gross 

 
Languages 
Beginning with the key dates and events of the Battle of 
Britain pupils will – 

• Revise numbers, days of the week and months of the 
year 

• Translate facts from French to English and an authentic 
WW2 recipe from English to French 

• Revise imperatives and continue to consolidate reading 
skills through French phonics including the letter i and the 
phonemes er/et/é/ez 

 

 

 

English 
• Text Evacuee Diaries based on 

Goodnight Mr Tom 

• War stories with the theme ‘The 
Night the bomb fell’ 

• Biographies of war heroes 

History 
• Why was Britain at war with 

Germany? 

• What was it like to be a child during 
WW2 

• Why was the Battle of Britain so 
important and how did the use of 
RADAR help in its victory 

 

The Battle of 
Britain   

Bombs, Battles and 
Bravery 

Maths 

• Using co-ordinates to play 
battleships 

• Using knowledge of angles to 
calculate the height of planes and 
other objects 

• Exploring coding and the Enigma 
decoding machine 

 

 

Music 
• Listening to and singing 

popular music from WW2 

• Preparing and ‘broadcasting’ 
their own WW2 radio 
programme with songs, 
message and news items. 

 

Science 
• How does light reach our eyes? 

• How was light important during WW2 
(the blackout, searchlights etc). 

• Studying reflected light by creating 
periscopes from cardboard and 
mirrors. 

 

 

STEAM+OUTDOOR 
Anderson Shelters 
Evacuee Day  
St Michaels Tower walk 
Dartmoor- What roles did 
places play in the war 
Rationing  
 



Resources 
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Art and Design 
• Images of iconic propaganda posters from WW2 such 

‘Dig for Victory’ 
http://www.carrotmuseum.co.uk/photos/digvic4lge.jpg  

• http://www.annefrankguide.net/en-
gb/bronnenbank.asp?aid=15739 

• http://www.womenslandarmy.co.uk/world-war-
two/recruitment-joining-up/propaganda-posters/ 

• Thick paper for posters 

• HB & 2B pencils 

• Sable type brushes for fine work 

• Hog hair brushes for larger areas 

• Ready mix or powder paint 

• Black sugar paper or similar to create silhouettes and 
large paper to paint giant mural  

• White & yellow colour pencils 

• Examples of paper cuts /silhouettes 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlHUz99l-eo 

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Wilhelm_Gross-
4.jpg#filelinks 

http://files.myopera.com/eyeswideshut/albums/8375042/e
yeswideshut_wwii_part_04_016.jpg 

 

History 
• Extracts from evacuees diaries 

(available online). 

• Information books and websites 
relating to WW2 in particular the 
Battle of Britain 

 

 

Science 
• Photographs of WW2 blackout 

provisions (available on line) 

• Model aeroplane 

• Straws 

• Cardboard 

• PVA glue and/or tape 

• Small mirrors 

• Torches with working batteries 

• A variety of black paper and 
material 

Music 
• Listening to examples of Music performed by Gracie 

Fields and Vera Lynn 

• There are also clips on the internet of performances 
which will be of interest in this Unit 

• Recording/filming equipment 

The Battle of Britain  

Bombs, Battles and Bravery 

Languages 
• Unit PowerPoints 

• Bingo sheets or scrap paper 

• Mini whiteboards and pens 

• Photocopies of key facts (in English) 

• Bilingual dictionaries and timer 

• Printed copies of the Key facts in French for 
sorting activity and translation. 

• A3 or bigger version of Key facts for annotation. 

• Optional: cards with months on in French - 3 or 
4 sets depending on size of class 

• Woolton Pie Recipe 

• Printed copies of the recipe for pupils to 
translate 

 
 

English 
• Copies of Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle Magorian 

• www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQKD8hA7YcE&list=PL1NLHzXunXrPh
gqhAL4-GXJ10E5fMwlzs 

• Film clips of Goodnight Mr Tom (available online or on DVD) 

• Information books and websites relating to WW2 in particular the 
Battle of Britain 

• www.mylearning.org/learning/ww2-at-lotherton-
hall/Evacuee%20Diary%202_3-1_1.pdf 

• www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/sounds/air_rai
d 

• www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/87/a2051687.shtml 

• www.ducksters.com/biography/winston_churchill.php 

• www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/winston_churc
hill/ 

Maths 
• http://nrich.maths.org/5822 

Launch Lesson 
• www.youtube.com/watch?v=5m_iJ_7dY6 

• www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jSsk3NtMLo 

http://www.carrotmuseum.co.uk/photos/digvic4lge.jpg
http://www.annefrankguide.net/en-gb/bronnenbank.asp?aid=15739
http://www.annefrankguide.net/en-gb/bronnenbank.asp?aid=15739
http://www.womenslandarmy.co.uk/world-war-two/recruitment-joining-up/propaganda-posters/
http://www.womenslandarmy.co.uk/world-war-two/recruitment-joining-up/propaganda-posters/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlHUz99l-eo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Wilhelm_Gross-4.jpg#filelinks
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Wilhelm_Gross-4.jpg#filelinks
http://files.myopera.com/eyeswideshut/albums/8375042/eyeswideshut_wwii_part_04_016.jpg
http://files.myopera.com/eyeswideshut/albums/8375042/eyeswideshut_wwii_part_04_016.jpg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQKD8hA7YcE&list=PL1NLHzXunXrPhgqhAL4-GXJ10E5fMwlzs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQKD8hA7YcE&list=PL1NLHzXunXrPhgqhAL4-GXJ10E5fMwlzs
http://www.mylearning.org/learning/ww2-at-lotherton-hall/Evacuee%20Diary%202_3-1_1.pdf
http://www.mylearning.org/learning/ww2-at-lotherton-hall/Evacuee%20Diary%202_3-1_1.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/sounds/air_raid
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/sounds/air_raid
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/87/a2051687.shtml
http://www.ducksters.com/biography/winston_churchill.php
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/winston_churchill/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/winston_churchill/
http://nrich.maths.org/5822
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5m_iJ_7dY6
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jSsk3NtMLo

