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HEAD TEACHER NEWS
Dear Parents and Carers
Our final week of the first half term has been one of the busiest
so far. On Monday 22nd October the children of All Saints were
treated to the imaginative stories of author E.R. Riley. Children
and teachers listened with intent to the superb ‘top-tips’ to help
with their story writing.
Today we celebrated autumn with a school welly walk. Children
from Reception to Year 4 enjoyed spending time in the grounds
of Montacute House, collecting ideas for art work and
descriptive writing. Thank you to all volunteers who
accompanied us.
Whilst we were busy enjoying the autumnal air, Year 5 and 6
went to the Octagon Theatre to see Tom Fletcher (author and
lead singer of McBusted). We look forward to hearing all about
this experience on their return.

Our Harvest Festival took place on Thursday 4th October at St
Catherine’s Church and was led by Rev Annie. All Saints choir,
directed by Mrs Roberts and Mrs Culcutt, sang beautifully. All
children had previously attended an assembly led by the Lord’s
Larder Operation Manager, Mat Callaghan on Tuesday 2nd
October. Mat explained to the children what happens to all the
donated food and how emergency food parcels are delivered
to those who are hungry and in need . An amazing total of 330
items of food were donated to the Lords Larder Food Bank
from All Saints families. Thank you to all our families for their
continued support.

There has been much to celebrate this first half of term as you
will have seen on our website, class blogs and via Schoolzine.

Experiencing Harvest
All Saints children took part in Experiencing Harvest at St
Catherine's Church on Wednesday 3rd October. The children
moved around to 5 stations run by volunteers from the
community. Each station focused on an aspect of Harvest;
sea (peace), earth (giving and joy), gardens (patience), grain
(generosity) and animals (humility). The children discussed
Christian values associated with each station and created
pieces of art work individually and in small groups.

Governors and Friends
On Saturday 20thOctober the Friends and Governors of All
Saints Church School joined forces to continue premises
maintenance and the fantastic project work in the forest area. It
was wonderful to see new parents to the school joining us and
giving up their time to help. Thank you all so much.
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Remembrance at Wells Cathedral

Wrap Around Care

As part of the celebrations commemorating
the Centenary of the end of WW1 there will
be special events and displays taking place
in Wells Cathedral. The Trust schools have
all been asked to provide a display in an
impressive circular space in the cathedral,
known as the Chapter House. Each school
in the Trust was asked to think of a unique
way to express the Centenary anniversary
through art in a way unique to the school
and their community. We chose to create a
picture which shared our links with the local and wider
community alongside the silhouettes of soldiers and poppies.
Thank you to Tessa Collins for helping to design the board and
to Shane Green for the creation of the splendid background
photograph.

We are really pleased with the progress of our Wrap Around
Care Service. We now have, on average, 55 spaces being
taken up per week. The children are thoroughly enjoying the
cookery sessions as well as making their own snacks. It is
wonderful to see children of all ages mixing and playing
together in a safe and welcoming environment. Once again, a
huge thank you to the ladies who help to plan such excellent
care.
The Governors and I will be reviewing the progress of our Wrap
Around Care service on Friday 9th November.

FOAS
The Friends of All Saints will be holding their Christmas Fayre at
All Saints Church School on Friday 23rd November at 5:30pm.
We look forward to seeing you there.

Shoe Box Appeal 2018
Once again we will be collecting shoe boxes for the Shoe Box
Appeal this term. Shoe boxes can be brought into school during
the week commencing Monday 12th November.
https://www.blythswood.org/shoebox
May I wish all our All Saints families a happy and restful half term
holiday.
The display will run from 29th October to 16th November. If
you are in the area of Wells during this time do please visit the
Cathedral to see this fabulous display.
We will be reflecting on the importance of Remembrance during
the first week back after half term. As usual the school is
supporting the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. Poppies and
wrist bands (suggested donation of £2.00) will be available at
school from Tuesday 6th November until Friday 9th November.

Safeguarding and All Saints entrances
During the October half term we will be having a new automatic
gate system installed at All Saints. The new automated gates
will be opened at 7:45am for breakfast club and closed again
at 9:30am. Entry to the school during the times of 9:30am and
2:30pm will require visitors to communicate via an intercom
system with the school office. On such occasions as Show
Case afternoons or Praise and Share the school gates will be
opened earlier. CCTV is also being installed to upgrade the
security of our school grounds and for the safety of all.

Sports field
The lengthy spells of dry weather during our British Summer has
had a detrimental effect on our school playing field. We have
had several contractors visit the site to give expert advice and
we will now action the work to fill cracks and crevasses as well
and roll and re-seed the area.

Kind regards
Mrs S Bowditch
Head Teacher

School Calendar
13
Dec

Key Stage 2 Christmas Concert in St Catherine’s
Church
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

19
Dec

Friends Christmas Lunch

21
Dec

End of Term

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

All day

100 club October Winners
1St Prize - Isabel Sweet
2nd Prize - Tony and Sarah Foche
3rd Prize - Charlie Davies

Future Dates for Autumn Term 2
Monday 5th November – INSET
Tuesday 6th November - Cross Country at Aldon 4:00pm
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Friday 9th November – Year 3 Praise and Share 2:40pm –
3:15pm
Friday 9th November – Key Stage 1 Story Telling evening
6:00pm
Monday 12th November – Shoe Box Appeal Collection week
Wednesday 14th November - Oddments Theatre Group visiting
school
Friday 18th November – Fire Engine Visit Acorn Class
Friday 18th November – Key Stage 1 Showcase afternoon
2:45pm-3:15pm
Wednesday 21st November – Open Morning 3 for Rec Intake
2019
Thursday 22nd November – Cool Aeronautics Day at Yeovilton
– Year 6
Friday 23rd November – Year 4 Praise and Share 2:40pm –
3:15pm
Friday 23rd November – FOAS Christmas Fayre 5:30pm –
8:00pm

CLASS 1
This month Class 1 have been working hard on our topic ‘Who
Am I?’. They started by learning a poem based on the character
of the Big Bad Wolf from Little Red Riding Hood. Children used
adjectives to describe their own characters then moved on to
writing a new version of the poem.
During their topic work, Class 1 have learnt to describe position
and direction. Class 1 enjoyed testing out their understanding
during ICT by programming the BeeBots ! In music, Class 1
have learnt the importance of warming up their voices before
singing, and have been learning to creatively use their voices.

Tuesday 4th December – Acorn Nativity 2:00pm at St
Catherine’s Church

In maths this week, children have loved learning the ‘Making
Ten’ song by Mr Chris- we find it below if you’d like a backing
track for your little person!

Friday 7th December – Year 2 Praise and Share 2:40pm –
3:15pm

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=making+te
n+mr+chris

Sunday 9th December – Christingle Service at St Catherine’s
Church 4:00pm (Year 6 hand chimes to perform and the School
Choir)
Tuesday 11th December – Year 1 and 2 Christmas
Performance 2:00pm and 6:00pm
Wednesday 12th December – Key Stage 2 Christmas Concert
in St Catherine’s Church 2:00pm and 6:00pm
Thursday 13th December - Key Stage 2 Christmas Concert in
St Catherine’s Church and 6:00pm
Wednesday 19th December – Friends Christmas Lunch
Friday 21st December – End of Term

ACORN
Acorn class are pleased to have reached their first half term
break! The children have had a busy 8 weeks of school and
what an excellent start they have made. We have continued our
phonics learning and now know 16 phonemes (m, a, s, t, p, ,
n, m, d, g, o, c, k, u, b, f and e). We have been practising our
blending and segmenting skills to read and write CVC words
e.g. cat, pin, mop. In maths we have been learning about
‘more’ and ‘less’, comparing both quantities and numerals. We
have also been putting numbers in the correct order from 1 to
10. We particularly enjoyed our Welly Walk with our Class 6
buddies this term; the children behaved beautifully and made
some fantastic leaf art together on their return to school. In our
own outside area, the children have been practising their team
work skills through building dens together using fabric and large
pegs. i

CLASS 2
Class 2 have had the most wonderful time watching their
caterpillars build their chrysalis and then emerge as beautiful
Painted Lady butterflies. We watched for two weeks as they
continued to eat their special food in the pot, growing and
getting fatter and longer, just like the Very Hungry Caterpillar! It
was amazing to see them, as they hung from the lid of the pot in
a J shape and then built their cocoon. We waited just under two
more weeks for them to fully complete their metamorphosis and
we were so excited when they emerged as beautiful butterflies.
Unfortunately it rained for the first few days of their life and we
were a bit concerned that when we released them, they might
not last long, but when we finally took them outside it was
fantastic. The children all got to hold the butterflies before they
took flight and we all watched and waved excitedly as they flew
off! The awe and wonder on the children’s faces was lovely.

We continue to really enjoy our STEM challenges every week.
This week the children worked in the forest area to design and
build a house for the Second Little Pig from sticks. It was not as
easy as they thought but they had a great time working in their
teams to try to solve the challenge!
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CLASS 3
During the last few weeks we have been learning about the
Stone Age. We have been reading a story called ‘Stone Age
Boy’ and through this story we have discovered what life was
like for people who lived during the Stone Age. Miss Daniel
read the story to us outside in the environmental area just like
the Stone Age people and we had a fire although it wasn’t lit
using flint! As part of our learning we looked at cave paintings
and talked about why they were there and then made some of
our own using oil pastels. This week we looked at Stone Age
markings and made up our own for our friends to decode and
write messages for one another. So far we have really enjoyed
learning about life 30000 years ago and looking forward to
carrying on after the half term holiday.

As well as this Class 5 have also written some wonderful
alternative ending to the classic Greek myth Icarus and
Daedalus, incorporating the learnt sentence techniques we
have studied, following the guidance of Alan Peat. It was lovely
to see the children then working together to edit and improve
each other’s work and follow success criteria for their next
learning steps.

Written by Miss Daniel and the children in Class 3
Class 3 have also been making the most of the Forest Area to
extend their learning in Maths. Mrs Stent set them the challenge
of using Autumn leaves to represent a missing number in an
addition calculation.

CLASS 4
Class 4 have enjoyed finding out about the Dark Ages over
the past few weeks. We have done map work to show where
the Vikings and Anglo Saxons came from, and done work
on timelines to show our understanding of chronology. While
finding out about life in Anglo Saxon Britain, Harry was
interested to find out how many battles they fought. Charlotte’s
group were amazed to find out that some people suggest that
the Battle of Hastings paused for a lunch break at 2pm! The
group who researched food told us that barley, peas and
porridge were main items in their daily diets but at banquets
they roasted meat and would drink beer from great drinking
horns!
We’ve also enjoyed learning about Iceland and think it would be
an amazing place to visit with its volcanoes, waterfalls, fjords,
geysers and hot springs. The children in Class 4 have been
writing letters to Mrs Bridge’s family trying to persuade them
to take her on holiday there! They are very persuasive letters –
so Mrs Bridge is keeping her fingers crossed

CLASS 5
As part of the Class 5’s study of Islam in R.E, the class has
been creating a fantastic range of Islamic patterns. These will
be displayed on the R.E display in the classroom. The children
have impressed Miss Bale with their creative designs and
artistic styles that reflect the diversity of the religion that that
they have studied.
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CLASS 6
I can't quite believe we have finished the first eight weeks of
term, time flies when you're having fun. I'm extremely proud in
how the class have supported their buddies throughout the first
term. We all thoroughly enjoyed our trip to the Octagon today
to see Tom Fletcher.

SPORT
Cross Country
It was a pleasure to have over thirty All Saints children attending
at the first race of the year. I delighted to say we had two top
ten finishes- Alex Ireland came 2nd in the 3/4 boys race and
Nina Siegle came 7th in the 3/4 girls race (fabulous considering
this was her first ever race).

Well done to all the runners who partciapted, you did All Saints
proud. I look forward to seeing you at race 2 on 24th October
and race 3 on 6th November.
Please can I remind parents that we are required to provide a
marshall at each race, otherwise we will be unable to take part.
Finally, thank you to Mrs Lawrence, Mrs March and Mrs Sharp
for attending the event.

I will give you all the dates for Christingle, crib and other
Christmas services after halfterm.
A reminder that everyone who lives in Montacute or Odcombe
is most welcome to arrange a wedding or baptism (adult or
child) in one of our churches. Also, if there is any matter of faith
you would like to discuss - just be in touch.
Every blessing
Rev Annie

Football
On a cold, wet night in October, ten keen footballers took
part in an ESFA schools competition at Bucklers Mead. I was
delighted in the way the boys represented All Saints, such great
teamwork, determination and sportsmanship.

Revd Annie Gurner (and parish office) 01935-824167 or e:
revgurner@btinternet.com

Ash 1 All Saints 1 (Luke)
Barwick and Stoford 0 All Saints 1 (Milo)
Chilthorne Domer 0 All Saints 1 (Owain)
Martock 1- All Saints 1 (Luke)
West Chinnock 4- All Saints 1 (Luke)
Thank you to all the attended the event.
Mr Ross

A word from Revd Annie
Lovely to see so many of you recently at the
School Harvest service. I’m sure everyone
is looking forward to Half term and I hope
you all have a great time of relaxing and
playing together – hope to see you at the bonfire party on 3rd.
At the beginning and end of half term there are family services
– Sunday 28th Montacute – 9.30am craft activity and
10-10.40am service. This week we have a stall of children’s
bibles and story books to buy. On November 4th there is an all
age service at 11am at Odcombe too.
Remembrance is important for all ages and we are glad that All
Saints is planning to display some of the childrens’ artwork in St
Catherine’s, so everyone can see. The service on 11th, starting
at 1050am will this year be specially focused on the Armistice
Centenary, with words and music especially composed for the
occasion. We welcome all families and uniformed groups and
some of the school children will lay a wreath.
We were delighted that the launch of Messy
church went so well at the end of
September, I am still hoping for the photos of
us purple foot painting a grapevine banner in
the garden! We hope to provide a genuinely
fun experience for all the family to play, get messy, and eat
together, and also learn more about Gods creation and his love
for us. So we invite you to Save the Date for our next one on Sat
26th January (1030-1pm). We are also planning a Messy
African Drumming event on Sat May 4th –more details later.
Looking towards next half term we are so
pleased that Mrs Millie Riquelme Toomey is
organising a child musicians concert on
Friday December 7th at Odcombe church.
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