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HEAD TEACHER NEWS
Dear Parents and Carers,
This has to be one of the most wonderful times of the year in
a primary school; the period of anticipation as we teach the
Christmas story. Every year the familiar buzz of excitement,
kindness and thought provocation fills the corridors,
classrooms and staff room; in my 21 years of being a primary
teacher I never tire of this wonderful atmosphere.

Anti-Bullying week
November has been another busy month.
During the week commencing 12th
November we joined the nation in raising
the awareness of Anti-Bullying. All children
and staff were invited to wear odd socks to
school, reminding us all that we can express ourselves and
celebrate our individuality.
Throughout Anti-Bullying week teachers in all classes focused
on developing pupils understanding of our Trust value –
respect. Mr Hutchings led a whole school assembly,
introducing the value of respect and how this can be instilled in
our lives both in school and outside of school. Miss Cameron
created a whole school display by asking each class to
dedicate learning time to one of our Trust values; love,
kindness, respect, forgiveness and perseverance.
Our Anti-Bullying policy can be found on our school website:
http://d6vsczyu1rky0.cloudfront.net/29948_b/wp-content/uplo
ads/2018/11/Anti-Bullying-Policy-November-2018.pdf

STEM
Class 2 has been busy pioneering STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) this term. STEM learning
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activities encourage hands-on activities such as building a
bridge or a marble run using straws and paper. Children work
collaboratively, use thinking and problem solving skills as well as
trial and error. During STEM afternoons Class 2 is always abuzz
with energy. The children learn fast, discuss their challenges
and are proud of their achievements by the end of the lesson,
regardless of the outcome. The level of focus, high level thinking
skills and engagement from all is a delight to see and hear.
Mrs Smith (Key Stage 1 Co-ordinator) and I have researched
STEM this term and would like to develop this across the
whole school during 2019. We strongly believe our children will
benefit immensely as we endeavour to enrich and develop our
cross-curricular links within different subjects and topics. During
a class discussion children in Class 2 have decided that Art
should be included into our STEM learning, therefore creating
STEAM. The children liked the idea of the school, ‘STEAMing
Ahead’! In January we have invited a STEM specialist to initiate
this project. More details to follow later this term.

Community links
Acorn Class was extremely excited this half term when several
special visitors joined them. PC Sharp visited the children and
spoke to them about how the Police look after people and keep
them safe. The children also enjoyed a visit from a Dentist (Mrs
Gordon Barlow) and a visit from the Fire Brigade, including a
Fire Engine. Thank you to both Mrs Gordon Barlow and PC
Sharp (former pupil of All Saints).
Year 5 has been busy learning about the life of Ernest
Shackleton. Both Mr Laycock (School Governor) and Mr
Simpson (parent) spent time sharing their experiences of
Antarctica. Thank you to you both for providing children with
an insight into ‘real-life’ experiences. Mr Laycock is currently in
Antarctica, we look forward to hearing all about his travels on
his return.
On Wednesday 14th November Oddments Theatre group
joined us for the day. Oddments Theatre group are a full time
Christian Company whose aim is to produce high quality drama
which is both entertaining and thought provoking. During the
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morning, children attended workshops focusing on how to
convey feelings and emotions using freeze frames, facial
expressions and actions. The day concluded with a
performance of the Pilgrims Progress.

Christmas Fayre
Our Christmas Fayre, held on Friday 23rd November, was truly
magical. It was super to see The Friends, School Governors,
staff and parents all working together to help support our
school. We really are very lucky. The atmosphere was perfect,
led by our very own All Saints Choir. The choir sang beautifully
around the Christmas tree whilst on-lookers warmed their
hands with mulled wine and hot chocolate. Thank you to Mrs
Roberts and Mrs Calcutt for leading the choir so well. The
twinkling lights and smell of Bratwurst certainly made me feel
like I was at a German Christmas Market. A huge thank you to
all who helped to make the evening a great success. The total
raised at the Christmas Fayre was £1,653 with an additional
donation from Lloyds Bank of £500. The grand total being
£2,153!

Changes
Mrs Stent will be stepping down as a teaching Deputy at the
end of this term due to personal reasons. However, we are very
much hoping that Mrs Stent will continue to be working with us
in a different capacity from January. The two teaching days in
Year 3 (Thursday and Friday) will be led by Mrs O’Donnell on
her return to work.
We shall be interviewing for a Deputy Head in the New Year.

• The school website
https://allsaintsprimary.j2bloggy.com/
• The closure will be announced on Heart FM Radio
(102.6FM) and on Midwest Radio (105.6FM)
It can take some time from the school contacting the radio
stations to the radio stations broadcasting the information,
therefore visiting our school website would probably be the
quickest way of finding out whether the school is closed. Please
be aware that there are several All Saints Schools in Somerset;
so please check and listen carefully that it is All Saints,
Montacute. The bus companies also list on their websites
whether they will be running school transport services.
We look forward to seeing you at one, or some of the many
Christmas events taking place over the next few weeks. Thank
you all once again for your continued support.
Mrs Bowditch
Headteacher

School Calendar
11
Dec

Severe Weather Conditions
With the possibility of severe weather during this season, a
reminder of procedures:
Notices will be posted on –
• The school gates (if possible)
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2:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Year 1 and 2 Christmas Performance
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

12
Dec

KS2 Christmas Concert in St Catherine's Church
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Key Stage 2 Christmas Concert in St. Catherine's
Church

Christmas Events Reminder
Tuesday 4th December – Acorn Nativity at St
Catherine’s Church 2.00pm
Sunday 9th December – Christingle Service at St
Catherine’s Church 4.00pm
Tuesday 11th December – Key Stage 1 (Class 1 & 2)
Christmas Play 2.00pm & 6.00pm
Wednesday 12th December – Key Stage 2 Carol
Concert at St Catherine’s Church 2.00pm & 6.00pm
Thursday 13th December – Key Stage 2 Carol Concert
at St Catherine’s Church 6.00pm
Friday 14th December – Christmas Jumper Day
(Donations to Save the Children)
Sunday 16th December – Christmas Carol Service at St
Peter & St Paul’s Church Odcombe 11.00am
Wednesday 19th December – FOAS Christmas Lunch

Year 1 and 2 Christmas Performance

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

13
Dec

Key Stage 2 Christmas Concert in St Catherine’s
Church
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

19
Dec

Friends Christmas Lunch

21
Dec

End of Term

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

All day

ACORN
What an exciting month Acorn class has had! We have been
lucky enough to have 3 separate visits from various people who
help us. First, we were visited by dental hygienist Katy Gordon
(Mum to a pupil in Class 6). We learnt all about how to keep
our teeth healthy; how to brush our teeth properly and what
food and drinks are good for our teeth. We were then visited
by PC Sharp (daughter of Mrs Sharp) who answered numerous
questions from the children and explained how police officers

keep people safe. PC Sharp was kind enough to let the children
try on some of her uniform! To finish our learning journey ‘Help’
we were visited by a fire engine and its crew from Yeovil fire
station. The children really enjoyed getting inside, seeing Miss
Cameron try on the fire crew’s uniform and spraying the water
hoses across the playground! We have now started our learning
journey ‘Countdown to winter’ and keeping very busy preparing
for our Nativity play on Tuesday 4th December (2.00pm in St
Catherine’s Church).

CLASS 2
As part of their STEM work during Anti Bullying week, Class
2 had the challenge to design and make a 3D bee using
resources they found in the STEM box. They had to try to make
the wings move as well as be the correct colours.
Bees were the topic this week as the children were thinking
about the value of Kindness and considered the thought to 'Bee
Kind' to others. The work was linked to the quote from Proverbs
16.24 "Kind words are like honey— sweet to the soul and
healthy for the body."

CLASS 1
Class 1 has been busy this month; learning to write instructions
in English and learning the names and values of our coins and
notes in maths. Children have worked hard on their homework,
and have created some wonderful coin rubbings of their
favourite coins!
Ahead of FOAS Christmas Advent Fayre the children in Class
1 made wooden angel dolls, personalised with felt wings,
expressions and sparkly halos.

Class 3 Busy learners!
This month Class 3 has been very busy learning about the
Stone, Bronze and Iron Age. We have researched on the iPads
to see what Stone Age shelters were like then we designed
and built our own. We used a variety of materials from paper to
natural resources.

Here is our beautiful choir of angels!

At the beginning of November we wrote acrostic poems about
Remembrance Day to remember people who died in the First
and Second World War.
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He was impressed by the questions he was asked by the class
and challenges that he was set.
We look forward to following Mr.Laycock’s visit south and
hopefully have ‘some form’ of communication with him as he
sails.

On 9th November we also did our first Class 3 Praise and Share
for the parents. Miss Daniel and Mrs Stent were very proud of
the children because they learnt a new song for our assembly
in three days!
In Maths we have been stretching our brains and learning how
to multiply and divide using the grid and chunking method.
Please ask someone in Class 3 if you would like to know how
to use these methods.
By Class 3

CLASS 4
It was lovely to see so many parents at our Praise and Share
Assembly last week. We hope you enjoyed hearing about all the
amazing work your children have been doing.
It's a busy time as ever in Class 4. Work carries on as normal
- including assessments, story writing in English and testing
of circuits in Science - while we also start to think ahead to
Christmas. The children enjoyed making crafts for the Advent
Fair and are beginning to learn songs for the Candlelit
Christmas Concert that will be upon us before we know it!
The children were the first in the school to unwrap our donated
copy of 'The Lost Words', a book of 'spells' by Robert
McFarlane. His aim is to bring words such as 'dandelion',
'kingfisher', 'acorn' and 'heron' back into children's hearts,
minds and vocabulary and the book contains his acrostic
poems along with beautiful illustrations. The children enjoyed
listening to 'Dandelion' today which lists some of the more
romantic names for the plant. We all loved Alfie M's suggestion
that the dandelion clock could be renamed as 'the ghost
flower'.

Mr.Laycock speaks to Class 5
We were also joined by Mr. Simpson who gave an inspiring talk
to the class about his trips to Antarctica. All the children (and
adults) were amazed by the artifacts, pictures and information
on the wildlife and landscape we told about, especially the
fascinating work that Mr. Simpson did for the BBC Natural
History department.

Remembrance 2018
Class 5 marked Armistice and Remembrance Day this year by
creating their own poppies and adding a leaf with their own
thoughts, reflections, prayers or thanks.
The class then planted their poppies and lay their reflections out
in the All Saints forest school area.
They observed the 2 minutes silence impeccably and
contributed to later discussion with a growing amount of
empathy and maturity.
Well done Class 5!

Class 5’s amazing poppies and reflections!

CLASS 6
We have had an extremely busy few weeks. For the Advent
Fayre Year 6 enjoyed making hot chocolate reindeers and
cinnamon stick decorations. Thank you to all those that
supported this event, whether this was volunteering some of
your time or simply coming to purchase some of the lovely
things the children had made.

CLASS 5
Mr.Laycock and Mr. Simpson Visit
Earlier in the month, we were joined by All Saints Governor
Mr.Laycock, who kicked off our topic of Poles Apart, by telling
Class 5 about his impending adventure to Antarctica.
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Year 6 also attended the ‘Cool Aeronautical day’ at the Fleet
Air Arm Museum last week and what a successful day this was
too. Despite the cold weather all enjoyed the visit. I think it is fair
to say the best bit was being shown around a naval helicopter!
Our Science and problem solving skills were certainly tested
throughout the day. Some great challenges for Year 6 to get
their teeth into!
Thank you those children who bought in cakes and helped sell
them as part of Children in Need 2018. We really are so grateful
for all of your kind donations.
As part of Anti-bullying week it was fabulous to see so many
children wearing their odd socks with pride. We had a very
mature discussion about the importance of sharing our world
despite all being different, as well as highlighting that despite
our differences we are all equal.

We thoroughly enjoyed our trip to the theatre to see Tom
Fletcher. It really was an inspiring visit. He read part of his
stories, sang some songs and discussed his inspirations and
how he uses this in his writing. I hope Year 6 continue to feel
inspired by the powerful messages he delivered on the day.

Well done to all those children who successfully took part in
Bikeability and gained their level 1 or level 2 award.

SPORTS
Cross Country
A huge well done to those children who took part in the third
cross country event at Aldon on Tuesday 6th November.
Although it is a challenging course, especially after all the rain
we have had in recent weeks, All Saints children ran superbly.
I look forward to seeing many more of you competing at other
races later in the year. Thank you to Mrs Lawrence and Mrs
Sharp for attending the event and Mrs Ireland for acting as All
Saints’ marshal, enabling us to run.

Thank you for your help and support with some wonderful
creative homework relating to ‘What’s Happening Now’

B Team Fixture
Despite driving wind and rain, eight enthusiastic footballers took
part in a B team friendly against Chilthorne Domer on Friday 9th
November. Although the boys lost 3-0 they played extremely
well as a team and I’m so pleased in the way they represented
All Saints. I hope to get another fixture arranged for later in the
school year. Well done boys and thank you to the dedicated
parents who stood in the rain.

Football Festival at Bucklers Mead
As part of our remembrance day work, we created a poppy
display, which is currently on display in St Catherines’ Church
Montacute.

Team: Filip Jivulescu, Alfred Gulliford, Ben Edwards, Charlie
Allman (C), Daisy Briggs, Jasper Grafton and Alex Ireland
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Match
One
Ash 0
All
Saints 0

Match
Two
St.
Michael’s
0

Match Three

Milford 2
All Saints 1 (Scored by
Alex Ireland)

All Saints
0

Match
Four
Ilchester
2
All Saints
0

Despite the cold weather, seven Year 4’s represented at the
school at a football competition on Monday 26th November.
They drew 2 and lost two. Well done to all those that attended,
I hope to see you representing the school team again. Also,
thank you Mrs Stent for attending the event. Mr Ross

KS1 MULTI-SPORTS
Pupils from Key Stage 1 took part in multi-sports events at
Westfield Academy this term. They practised ball skills,
including throwing, dribbling and balancing a ball on a tennis
racket whilst moving! The children were also timed to skip
for one minute and jump from side to side. Miss Cameron
and Mrs Smith were both very impressed with the children's
encouragement of one another and their positive attitude
towards the activities. Well done, Key Stage 1!

As we rush around trying to manage everyones expectations for
gifts at Christmas, I wonder if you have ever asked the question:
WHAT'S THE BEST GIFT GOD COULD GIVE YOU?
We are offering An Alpha Course at Prince of Wales pub, Ham
Hill on Wednesdays 7.30 pm Starting 23rd Jan 2019, to help
answer that question and others
Supper, conversation, and more….
To get more details or book a place please contact:
Revd
Annie
Gurner
01935
824167
revgurner@btinternet.com

Christmas Services
A reminder of two very special pre-Christmas events for your
diary, the Christingle service on December 9th, 4pm at Saint
Catherine’s Montacute and the Crib service on Christmas Eve
at Odcombe church at 6pm.
Christmas morning services (9.30 Montacute and 11am
Odcombe) are also family friendly and include an activity for
small children.
May I take the opportunity to pray that all our families and staff
have a peace- and joy- filled Christmas,
Every Blessing
Revd Annie Gurner
01935 824167
www.hamhillchurches.org

100 Club Prize Winners
PARISH NEWS
Christmas Coming! 2018
This Christmas, Lord,
take a corner of my life
and steal in …
invade the busyness of my doing
with the quiet of your coming.
This Christmas, Lord,
take a corner of my mind
and steal in …
illuminate the darkness of my thinking
with the brightness of your seeing.
It will be lovely to host the Acorns nativity, the Christingle and
the KS2 carol concerts this month at St Catherine’s and hope
many of you will be able to come to one or more of these.
Looking forward to next term we are offering two very different
events – one will be another Messy Church on Saturday 26th
January 1030-1pm. Chase away the January blues with a fun
and messy morning together as a family. Suitable for all ages.
Lunch included – Just turn up!
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or

1st - David and Karen Rivers
2nd - Coombe Family
3rd - Nick and Helen Eastment

