
Dear Parents and Carers,  

As the first half-term draws to a close, it is with a smile 

that this newsletter is put together! Working together in 

a positive and supportive way has been apparent from 

all members of our community, and has contributed to 

a really happy and exciting start to the year. So to  

everyone— children and parents, staff and  

governors—thank you!  
 

We now have in our library an amazing mural, which 

was designed last term with the children and artist 

Hannah Bottomley. Hannah spent one week painting 

the mural, and both staff and children enjoyed  

watching an artist at work, and we are all thrilled with 

the end result; it has made a huge difference to the  

library area! If you haven’t yet seen it, please feel free 

to come and have a look—it’s even better in real life 

than in the photos! Thank you to the Friends who  

funded this project, and the school council for  

overseeing the design. 
 

We wish you an enjoyable half term, and look forward 

to seeing everyone again on Monday 31st  

October.  

Mrs Paula Park and Mrs Sherril Atkins 

Head Teacher      Deputy Head Teacher 

Diary Dates 

21.10.16 INSET Day 
 
 

2.11.16 Cross-Country Race at  
  YTFC 4:00pm 
  Governors’ Education  
  Committee 5:00pm 
 

2.11.16 Shoeboxes for the Shoe
   Box  Appeal collected  
  from school 
 

3.11.16 Bags 2 School to the hall 
 

4.11.16 Parents’ Praise Assembly 
  2:45pm 
 

5.11.16 Governors’ Bonfire Night 
 

NO CLUBS WB 7.11.16 
 

7.11.16 Parents’ Consultation     
   Meetings: 3:30—6:30pm 
 

10.11.16      Parents’ Consultation     
   Meetings: 3:30—6:30pm 
 

14.11.16 Donations of books and 
  toys for the School  
  Council stall to school  
  during this week 
 

17.11.16 Governors’ Data Meeting 
 

20.11.16 Friends’ Advent Fayre 
 

30.11.16 Parliament Workshop for 
  Classes 5 and 6 and  
  Assembly for KS2 
 

2.12.16 Parents’ Praise Assembly 
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On Friday 30th September, some children from Class 5 
went to a special sports meeting at Westfield Academy to 
learn how to be a sports and friendship leader. There were 
lots of other children from different schools there too. We 
learnt the benefits of 
sport, and how to be 
good leaders. We 
learnt lots of new 
games to share with 
other children. It was 
really fun! 
By Harry , Class 5 

 
 

Class 5 Play LeadersClass 5 Play LeadersClass 5 Play Leaders   



Thursday 27th September—High Fives Netball Tournament at Westfield 
Class 6 - Eleanor D, Ellie F, Ethan K, Ethan S, Holly B, Leo, Maria 
 

The team played two games superbly, especially as they had not had much practice.  
 

Monday 3rd October - Football Tournament at Bucklers Mead 
Class 4- Leo, Milo, Luke I, Arlo , Aaron L, Bailee, Theo F, Class 3 - Charlie D, Toby H 
 

The boys played  three games in  total scoring 6 goals and only conceding 2. They all 
played really well, and worked hard as a team!  
 
 

Tuesday 4th October—ESFA under 11 
Class 6- Toby S, Ryan M, Ethan K, Harry C, Ander B, Miles G, Aaron L, Class 5- Aaron M, Zach 
H, Kieran S 
 

The boys progressed to the semi finals and eventually lost in the 3rd place playoff to finish 4th in 
the whole of South Somerset. The boys all worked really hard for each other and worked well as a 
team. Special mention to Aaron L and Ander B who demonstrated excellent sportsmanship and 
attitude all afternoon.  
 

Wednesday 12th October -YPGSA Cross-Country at Aldon Hill  
The second YPGSA Cross-Country was held at Aldon Hill in Yeovil. Y3/4 Boys came 14th, with 
the girls 10th. Y5/6 Boys came 5th with the girls 16th. Over 400 athletes took part in all the races 
so very well done for finishing a tough, hilly course!  A big thank you to Mr Jennings and Mr  
Harris for stepping in to help with the event when Mr Flynn was unable to attend  as his car broke 
down!   Thank you  to Mr Flynn, Mrs Lawrence, Mrs Sharp, Miss Watson and the parents who ac-
company the children to these events, as without their support, we would be unable to take part.  

Paralympic Athlete Visits All Saints 
 

Katrina Hart, Paralympic athlete, came to visit 
All Saints last week running a very special  
exercise circuit. Acorns all the way through to 
Year 6 completed a 4 exercise rotation  
including spotty dogs, star jumps, push ups 
and single leg squat thrusts. After completing 

the circuit, Katrina held a Q and A session in 
which she told us all about the athlete village, 
her training cycles and demonstrated some 
basic training techniques for sprinters.  

Shoe Box Appeal 
The shoe boxes for this year’s 
‘Shoe Box Appeal’ are being  
collected from school on  
Wednesday 2nd November.  There 

are some spare leaflets in the foyer if you 
would like to donate to this worthy cause.  

Acorn Class 
 

The children from Acorn Class were real stars 
last week when they performed to their  
families. It was good to have a chance to meet 
and chat in relaxed surroundings, and to be 
supplied with coffee and cakes by The 
Friends! Thank you to everyone who supported 
this event.  
 

Acorn Class also enjoyed finding out about  
Autumn in a special themed day on Monday 
10th October.  They would love you to visit 
their blog to find out more about what they 
have been doing in class. The blog can be 
found on their class page of our school web-
site (see end of this newsletter). 



  Class 4  
The children have been learning about the digestive  

system and answering the question 'Where does our food 

go ?' To consolidate this learning, the children were asked 

to make a model of the digestive system using any  

materials they wanted to. We discussed a few ideas as a 

class and what they would need to include. The results after 2 weeks hard work were amazing. 

From T-shirts, models using recycled materials, Mable-Run videos, 

Lego, plasticine, collage and sketching it has been lovely to see the 

results and discuss the children's learning. Well done Class 4 !    

Mr  Hutchings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Class 3 
 

In Class 3 we have begun our new topic “Set in Stone”.  As part 
of our creative homework we created a 3D version of Stonehenge 
using a range of Media. Charlie baked his using a Victoria 
sponge and a coffee buttercream. Tess used wood shavings and 
then covered it in grey paper. Ted used some old rocks and 
shaped them into Stonehenge. I am looking forward to more of 
class 3’s amazing designs.    
Mr Ross 
 

I really enjoyed making my digestive 

system. Everyone in the class did 

amazingly well. It was a good topic 

to do and I learnt lots. Eleanor 

My mum and dad helped 

me to label the parts of the 

body and it was great fun.  

Jack  

I learnt that appendicitis happens in 

your appendix, and you have to get 

it chopped off if you get it diseased.  

Zoe 



Class 1 

In Class 1 we have just started a new topic called 'The Big 

Build'. In our work so far we have looked at and sorted  

construction materials, built simple structures and spent some 

time role playing to explore what it might be like to work on a 

building site and to extend 

our vocabulary. We have 

built cities and villages with 

our construction kits and have linked this work with aerial  

photographs and maps skills. In the next few weeks we will be 

designing a waterproof roof for the Three Little Pig's house, and 

then testing to see if it is waterproof in a scientific  

experiment! Mrs Collinson 

Class 5 
Last week, Class 5 were learning about  
democracy in the context of their history topic 
on Ancient Greece. I was very impressed with 
the children’s enthusiasm and interest in this  
complex but important subject.  All agreed that 
although we are thankful for the legacy of  
democracy that the Ancient Greeks left us, the 
system in the UK today is fairer as you don’t 
need to be male in order to vote! 
Mrs Bridge  

Our visit to Montacute House 
First we were outside Montacute House and it 
was huge. Next we went into the great hall. 
Then we went into the long gallery. After we 
went into the old kitchen. Afterwards we went 
into the quite big library, which was the dining 
room. Finally we went into the very old  
bedroom.       
   
Would you go to Montacute House?  
By Oliver, Class 2 

All Saints’ visit to the great, full of history, Montacute House 

First we walked to Montacute house and Mrs Harvey  
immediately took a picture. Montacute House is  
enormous! Next, we went to the Grand Hall and we saw 

a fire place. Then we 
went to the Long Gallery 
where the portraits are. 
One of the portraits had 
moving legs. When we 
moved, the legs moved 
with us. After that, we 
went to the library and 
saw lots of books!  
Before the kitchen we went into the bedroom and under the bed 
was an air monitor which checked the air to make sure it wasn’t 
too hot, or the bed will break. Finally we went to the kitchen, in the 
kitchen we saw an oven which was old and rusty.  
 
By Filip, Class 2 



Class 6 

Class 6 had a special visitor on Friday 14th 
October, PCSO Emma Reeves came to visit 
the class and deliver a 'Choices and  
Consequences' workshop aimed at thinking 
about anti-social behaviour. This tied our 
'Banksy: eye-sore or outstanding art?' project 
up really nicely ready to debate next week.   
 

In preparation for this debate, we have also 
created our own graffiti and have been  
discussing the morality of graffiti and whether 
it is good or bad for our society. After the visit  
from our PCSO , we realised the issue is a 
complex one! 
 

 

School Council News 
On Wednesday 12th October the School Council met for their first meeting to discuss how  

successful the new playground organisation and equipment had been. Each class had been 

asked to deliver feedback, and we are happy to report that All Saints children really like the new 

zoned areas, and the space hoppers are a particular favourite.  The children within the School 

Council came up with many fundraising ideas to raise money for more playground equipment,  

including a second hand toy and book sale at the Advent  Fair on Sunday 20th November.  We are 

very excited about this and  

cannot wait to start putting our  

ideas into action.  We will need any 

unwanted toys or books (in good 

condition) to sell.  Therefore, we ask 

if parents and carers can start to  

collect these items, especially if you 

are having a bedroom sort out in the 

half term. All toys and books can be 

delivered to school week  

commencing Monday 14th  

November. Thank you! 

Tom (Chair) and Sophie (Secretary) 



 

 

November 2nd, 6:30pm: All Souls service at St Marys Stoke.  This will be a  special  
opportunity to remember those we have loved and lost. This is a gentle time where we 
read out names and people light candles in memory of loved ones.  Older children and 

adults often find it helpful.  Invitation cards are in Montacute and Odcombe church and during  
October there will be sign up sheets there for you to include the names of those who have died 
 

6th November, 11:00 (and all first Sundays): Family service at  St Peter and St Paul, Odcombe 
 

13th November, 10:50am: Remembrance  service, at St Catherine’s. All families are welcome 
(bearing in mind it is a solemn occasion).  The school will place a wreath,  and the service is in 
modern language! 
 

27th November (and all 4th Sundays): 9:30am craft and 10am Family Service at St Catherine’s,  
Montacute 

Parent Forums… 
Many of you  will remember the parent forums we ran two years ago. The aim of these sessions 
was to offer additional ways to work together to ensure we provide the best education for all  
children, and to keep parents fully informed. We would be very interested to hear if you would like 
these sessions to begin again, or if there are other ways in which you feel we can work together.  

 

MONTACUTE—PROPOSED 20MPH SPEED 
LIMIT 

The Parish Council are carrying out a survey as 
requested by the County Council.  

 
The speed reduction proposal has been  
ongoing since 2010 and several surrounding 
villages have had 20mph limits implemented in 
this time. Not everyone in the village may be 
aware or affected by these traffic issues, but 
they should be a real concern to the whole  
village. It is vital that the speed limit is reduced. 
During recent Speedwatch sessions in July 
over half the vehicles exceeded 30mph with a 
substantial number over 40mph.  
 
Safety for all: There have already been several 
serious incidents. Pre-school and school  
Children as well as our ageing population,  
 

are particularly at risk of injury due to speeding 
in narrow sections of our village. Middle Street 
residents report cars regularly mounting and 
speeding along the pavements. The areas of 
particular concern are Bishopston; Middle 
Street; The Borough; South Street; Townsend; 
and Hollow lane.  
 
Conservation area: Damage is being caused to 
listed and old buildings. Visitors to our historic 
village complain of speeding traffic and the  
resulting noise. This affects both our day to day 
lives and their experience.  
 
Safety, noise levels and environmental needs 
must be addressed. The village will not get  
another chance to apply for a reduction in 
speed.  
PLEASE HELP MAKE OUR VILLAGE SAFER by  
returning the County Council’s questionnaire.  
Thank you! The Montacute Speedwatch Team 



 

        

 

September 100 Club Winners  - First Prize - Vinnie Perryman and Second Prize—Jake Damon 

Thank you to everyone who supported the Pamper Night on Friday 14th October.  Our next   

Fundraising event will be  the  Advent Fayre  on Sunday 20th November.  More details about this, 

and the new committee will be sent out on a separate letter very soon. 
 

You will be receiving a Bag2School blue bag this will give you an opportunity to sort through your 

cupboards and wardrobes and donate unwanted textiles – this can include adults’ and children’s 

clothes, shoes (tied together please), hats, belts, bags, ties and soft toys.  Bag2School will be  

collecting on Monday 3rd  November. Please bring your bag (or bags) to the hall either the night  

before or on the morning of the collection. Let’s make this our biggest collection yet! 

 Dear Parents and Carers 

  

On Wednesday we held the Academy consultation meetings for parents and staff; thank you for  

supporting these meetings and raising the questions you did. We will publish the parent questions 

in due course on the school website so that everybody can read and understand what was asked 

and what will and won’t happen as the conversion continues.  

  

If you still have any queries relating to the academy conversion please pass them to the school  

office and we will add the responses to the school website. 

  

Please be assured that this has been a carefully considered 

decision that can only have a positive outcome for the school, 

as we move forward any updates will be communicated as 

necessary. 

  

Governors’ Bonfire Event 5th November 

5:30 gates open, 6pm fire lighting and 7pm fireworks.  

The National Trust is again supporting us with parking, so 

please if you are driving, use the Montacute House car-park 

rather than parking on the roadside near the  recreation field. We still need people to help to run 

this event. If you would like to be involved, please contact Mrs  Cobner in the office.  Thank you. 
  

Simon Fox 

Chair of Governors  



Contact Details 

All Saints Church School, Ladies Walk, Montacute, Somerset. TA15 6XG 

Tel: 01935 826626 Fax: 01935 825788 

e-mail: sch.241@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

www.allsaintsprimaryschoolmontacute.com 

Twitter: @montacute_all 

Headteacher: Mrs Paula Park BEd (Hons) NPQH 
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Sherril Atkins BSc (Hons) NPQH 

http://www.allsaintsprimaryschoolmontacute.com

