
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I can’t believe that this week is the last week of half term, it has 

been another busy half term for all the children and staff. We 

have included all of the dates for this term on this newsletter as 

this is such a busy term. 

 

Please could you ensure that your child comes to school ready 

for the changeable weather, some days a lightweight coat is 

needed and others a hat to protect from the sun. Please could 

you also ensure all uniform is named, as the children get hot    

during the day they take off their sweat shirts and cardigans and 

the lost property box in the entrance is becoming fuller and fuller 

with uniform that has been left out on the playground during 

break and lunch times. Please could your child come to school 

with a hat to protect themselves from the sun, if you know your 

child is affected by the sun, it would be advisable to put sun 

cream on them before sending them to school, but unfortunately 

we are unable to apply sun cream to the children at school.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

With best wishes,  

 

Paula Park      Sharon Bowditch 

Head Teacher  Deputy Head Teacher 

Diary Dates 

23.05.17 Class & Team Photographs 

 

29.05.17 to  02.06.17—HALF TERM 

 

05.06.17 Class 6 Sailing at Weymouth 

10.06.17 St Catherine’s Church Fete at 

  Montacute House 

 

13.06.17 Friends’ Meeting, 19:00 

15.06.17  Governors’ Education  

  Committee Meeting, 17:00 

16.06.17 Parents’ Praise Assembly,  

  14:45 

17.06.17 Montacute Carnival 

 

22.06.17 Sports Day, 13:00 

 

29.06.17 After School Clubs finish  

30.06.17 INSET Day 

01.07.17 Odcombe Church Fete 

 

04.07.17 Local Governing Body  

  Meeting, 17:00 

05.07.17 Shuffle Up  

  South Somerset Hub Writing 

  Moderation Meeting, 15:45 

07.07.17 Friends’ and Governors’  

  Barbecue, 18:00 

 

14.07.17 Swimming finishes for Class 3 

  Parents’ Praise Assembly,  

  14:45 

 

20.07.17 Class 6 Leavers Service in St 

  Catherine’s Church ,10:30 

  Class 6 Leavers Assembly,  

  School Hall, 13:45 

 

21.07.17 Last day of Term 

   

24.07.17 INSET Day 
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On Friday 12th May the whole school enjoyed a Birthday Party Lunch in the school hall. The hall was       

decorated with balloons and banners and the centre piece was the table which held the amazing birthday 

cake and the stunning 20 balloons. The birthday cake was made by Hannah Roe whose daughter is in 

Acorn Class. Yeovil Press came to take a photograph, which included the eldest boy and girl in Class 6 and 

the youngest  boy and girl in Acorn Class. The children sang, danced and enjoyed the party atmosphere. 

After school  we held a Birthday Tea Party on the school playground, it was lovely to see so many of our 

school community at this event, including present and past pupils, staff and governors. A huge thank you to 

The Friends for organising such a memorable occasion . 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints 20
th 

Birthday celebrations - Year 5 & 6 creative ‘Cake Off’ 

On Friday 12
th
 May Class 5 and 6 joined together for a ‘cake off’ decorating activity.  Children were 

in small groups and had the task of designing a birthday cake for All Saints 20
th
 birthday party.  

Each group of children began the task with a plain, rectangular sponge and a variety of                

decorations.  The children were quick to realise that the task was a lot trickier than originally 

thought!  Many of the children questioned how the contestants on Bake Off made decorating look 

so easy!  The amazing designs below were judged by The Friends as the winning three cake       

designs.  Well done Year 5 & 6. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

On Thursday 11th May, eight Year 6 children represented All Saints in a cricket tournament at Yeovil 

Cricket Club near Westlands. For many this was the first time they had taken part in a cricket 

competition and so it was fantastic to see them all playing with such enjoyment and determination! 

The team played 2 games and despite losing both (albeit one only by 8 runs) they should feel 

incredibly proud of themselves. We hope they have been inspired to continue playing cricket! 

Mr Ross and Mr Hutchings 

 
 Acorn Class 

 

This term Acorn Class wanted to share their fantastic learning about 'Big Cats' 
and their adventures in Asia and Africa with their parents, so they held an 
assembly to celebrate their achievements. Lots of the children's learning was 
displayed in the hall for the parents to see. The children spoke confidently and 

clearly about what they had learnt. Acorn 
Class entertained their parents and family 
by singing a few of their favourite songs 
about lions in the grasslands and tigers in 
the jungle. To end the showcase the children sang, signed and danced to Katy 
Perry's 'Roar!' which they thoroughly enjoyed!  
 

 Community News 

 

As you are all aware the Montacute Carnival takes place on Saturday 17th June, a representative 

from the Carnival Committee will be selling raffle tickets this Friday, May 26th, after school in the 

playground. 

 



Class 2 

We have been very excited about our new topic of 'Trading Places'. We have been learning about life in    

Brazil and  comparing it to life in the UK. We have spent lots of time looking at how the carnival in Rio de  

Janeiro is full of colour and music, whilst also learning the percussion rhythms to create our own samba   

music. We have had fantastic discussions about the differences between rich and poor and how so many 

people in cities, such as Rio, live in cramped conditions in the favelas. This week, we had a great day    

learning all about the statue of Christ the Redeemer which overlooks Rio. The children worked out how big 

the statue is, as part of their maths problem solving. The children also considered their feelings when they 

looked at the imposing statue on the hill. Below are a few of the children’s responses. 

 

 



 Class 6 

This term Year 6 visited Braken Tor House in Okehampton for our annual residential. We took part in lots of 

activities including cycling, archery, high ropes, mountain boarding, grass sledging and gorge scrambling! 

We had such fun in all the activities and we all developed a real ‘can do’ attitude towards trying new things.  

This led brilliantly into SATS week. Year 6 were a credit to the school and themselves in their conduct 

throughout the week and made all the staff especially proud.    

Below are some pictures and QR codes from our trip away.                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Class 4 

Class 4 have been working really hard on their topic of 'Sounding off'. Recently, they have been learning 

about decibels, conducting an experiment of monitoring sounds around school. The children were 

surprised by how loud some of the noises were around school, notably in the school hall and by the school 

bus stop. 

Class 4 have also conducted an experiment to create ear defenders with a variety of materials. We were 

fortunate with the recent warm weather that the experiment could be conducted outside. The children used 

a range of different materials to see which would be the best for muffling sound and gathered the 

information in a well thought-out way, challenging and enquiring throughout. The results were collected 

which allowed us discuss how and why certain materials worked better than others.  

Class 5 

Class 5 have been 'growing butterflies' in the classroom over the last few weeks.  Just after the Easter 

holidays, each child was given a tiny caterpillar larva which they kept in a pot with some special food.  The 

children observed them as they ate, grew, spun silk and shed their exoskeletons several times. About two 

weeks ago they became chrysalides and were put into their special 'hatching habitat', and over the last few 

days they have hatched into beautiful Painted Lady butterflies! Today was 'release day', and we enjoyed 

watching them warm themselves and spread their wings before flying off into the environmental area to 

begin another fascinating life cycle. 

 



Class 3 

Class 3 have been thinking about the General Election and how we are part of a democracy. We 

have held class discussions/ debates about topics we would change if we were to become Prime   

Minster. The children had some fantastic ideas and held great conversions whilst giving reasons for 

and against their points. Following the discussion, they wrote a persuasive letter explaining why we 

should vote for them, which included some brilliant persuasive language. Well done for all the great 

work Class 3. Mr Ross 

 



 

 

 

A word from Revd Annie   

It’s that season again when the sun shines and there are school 

trips and special sports activities and social events every week-

end, so I know how busy this term can be for parents.   May and 

June are a joyful time for the church too – we celebrate             

Ascension next week, and then Pentecost on June 4
th
; both will 

be experienced both at school and at church.  We have a new 

collective worship resource which weaves accessible biblical   

stories in with Christian values and prayers, and we had a good session last week planning the rest of the 

term together. We hope to involve the children more in both planning and leading our worship. 

 

In addition to Family services on May 28
th
 (Montacute) and June 4

th
 (Odcombe) the churches are gearing up 

for Church Fetes in both villages: 

 Montacute Fete is Saturday 10
th
 June at Montacute House and  

 Odcombe Fete is at the Village Hall on Saturday 1
st
 July.  

 

The wedding season is well and truly upon us – both our churches are just fabulous venues for weddings, 

and its always a pleasure to help people get ready for such a special event.  And one baptism on July 2
nd

 will 

be on the theme of Noah’s ark, so feel free to come as an animal – in two’s of course. 

 

If you fancy something quieter and space to reflect – and you can get a baby-sitter - consider  

Night Light – an hour of Candlelight and soft music at St Peter and St Paul, Odcombe, 8pm on Sundays 4
th
 

June and 2
nd

 July. 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, hope you all have a brilliant half-term. If you find yourself at the Bath and West Show on the    

Friday do come and say hello on Stand 180 where I will be promoting a local farming charity – there’ll be a 

remote controlled tractor to try out… 

 

But seriously, if you or your child would like to speak to me about any faith-related subject or if I can help you 

plan a special service for your family, please get in touch. 

Every Blessing, 

Revd Annie Gurner  01935 824167 revgurner@btinternet.com 

www.hamhillchurches.org 

mailto:revgurner@btinternet.com
http://www.hamhillchurches.org/


Contact Details 

All Saints Church School, Ladies Walk, Montacute, Somerset TA15 6XG 

Tel: 01935 826626 Fax: 01935 825788 

e-mail: sch.241@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

www.allsaintsprimaryschoolmontacute.com 

Twitter: @montacute_all 

Headteacher: Mrs Paula Park BEd (Hons) NPQH 

Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Sharon Bowditch BA QTS 

Friends of All Saints    

 

I cannot believe as I write this newsletter, we are only a week away from the May half 

term, where has the time gone? 

 

We’ve had a busy couple of months, the EGGSTRA BIG cake sale, Bags 2 School, 

Easter Word Search Competition, the 20
th
 birthday celebrations and plans are       

underway for Montacute Carnival and the Summer BBQ, one of the biggest fundraising events of the year.  

 

The EGGSTRA BIG cake sale was a great success. Many thanks to all who baked cakes, helped set up and 

sell, we raised £225, an incredible amount.  A special thanks to Hannah Roe, a parent at the school, who 

donated the most amazing chocolate cake to the raffle, it was won by a Class 6 family who assured me it 

tasted just as good as it looked. 

 

The Easter Word Search entries have been checked and verified, it’s surprising how many words can be 

made from All Saints Church School, a KS1 and KS2 winner will be announced shortly. 

 

For those of you who attended the 20
th
 birthday celebrations, I’m sure will agree, it was, despite the overcast 

weather, a great afternoon and a wonderful way in which to end the day’s celebrations. During lunch, in 

which the whole school sat together, we sang, some of us danced – not very well according to the children, 

but most importantly we had fun – a room full of smiling, happy children signing to Katy Perry’s ROAR is a 

memory that I personally, will remember for a very long time.   

 

Saturday 17
th
 June is the Montacute Carnival, where, as is every year we will be entering a float.  This year’s 

entry, in keeping with our birthday celebrations will be called “Happy Birthday”.  Children can dress up in 

their favourite party outfits, wear party accessories – hats, glasses, it’s a time for letting your creative flair 

loose… A letter will be sent home after the half term with further details. As is tradition, the float is decorated 

either the evening before the carnival or the same morning, if you are able to help, please let me know. 

 

On Friday 7
th
 July we will be holding the final fundraising event of the year, the summer BBQ. Fingers 

crossed, the weather will be kind, we have lots of fun and games for the children lined up and a few for the 

parents too!! More details to follow… 

 

Our next meeting is a Barbecue Committee Meeting on Tuesday 23
rd

 May, 7pm at the Airfield Tavern to plan 

the summer BBQ, as always, all welcome. 

 

Enjoy half term – remember lolly sales in the playground every Friday after school. 

 

Thank you – The Friends 

 

Facebook – FOAS PTA, Email – thefriendsofallsaints@gmail.com, Tracey – 0755 2612671 

http://www.allsaintsprimaryschoolmontacute.com
mailto:thefriendsofallsaints@gmail.com

