
Dear Parents and Carers,  

February 1st was an important day for us at All Saints, as we  

became part of the Bath and Wells Multi Academy Trust.  We  

welcomed members of the central team, along with some of our 

governors to our Collective Worship to mark this special occasion. A 

video clip regarding the Worship can be found on the home page of 

our website. Throughout the next month, the children will be planting 

bulbs around the school to celebrate becoming part of this family. 

We have already had visits from members of some of the schools in 

the BWMAT to see the good practice that is taking place in our 

school, and some of our teachers have also had the opportunity to 

go out to other schools to ‘magpie’ ideas too.  

 

We enjoyed our first ‘All Saints Allsorts’ afternoon, where the  

children spent an afternoon learning a skill or carrying out an activity 

of their choice alongside children from other classes. You’ll find 

some photos later on in this newsletter. Many thanks to all the staff 

for the time they spent preparing this afternoon, and special thanks 

to Miss Daniel and Mr Flynn for undertaking the organisation! 

 

The children looked amazing coming into school on World Book 

Day; thank you for supporting this day to promote the enjoyment of 

reading. Visiting the classes was a real privilege, not only to see all 

the costumes, but also to see the enthusiasm on the children’s  

faces as they took part in the activities the teachers had planned for 

them. Thank you to The Friends for their generous donation for 

more books for our library too!  

 

Finally, we look forward to sharing your child’s achievements and 

progress with you during Parents’ Consultations this week.  

 

With best wishes,  

 

Paula Park 

Headteacher    

 

Sherril Atkins 

Deputy Headteacher 

Diary Dates 

06.03.17 Parents’ Consultation      

   Meetings: 15:30—18:30 

10.03.17 Parents’ Consultation      

   Meetings: 15:30—18:30 

14.03.17 Class 5 at Stanchester for  

  ‘Wow Day’.  

  ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams Football  

  match against St Gildas at  

  All Saints, 15:30 

16.03.17 Governors’ Pay and  

  Appraisal Committee  

  meeting  17:00 

17.03.17 Governor visit to Acorn  

  Class 13:00—15:15 

  Friends selling Easter  

  goodies 15:15 

  Friends’ Disco  

20.03.17 Staff from Horsington  

  (BWMAT school) to spend  

  the morning with us 

21.03.17 Director of Learning from  

  BWMAT, Theresa Wheeler,  

  visiting us  

23.03.17 School Nursing Team to  

  measure Height and Weight 

  of children in  Year 6 and  

  Acorn Classes 

24.03.17 Friends selling Easter  

  goodies 15:15 

  Governors’ Chocolate Bingo

  18:00—20:00 

28.03.17 ‘C’ team and Y3/4 team  

  Football match against St  

  Gildas at All Saints, 15:30 

29.03.17 Experiencing Easter 

30.03.17 Easter Service at St  

  Catherine’s  Church for  

  school and parents 14:00 

  Easter Bonnet Parade from  

  church back to school  

31.03.17 Last day of Term 

  Friends’ Easter Cake Sale  

  15:15 

18.04.17 Return to school 
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On Thursday 9
th
 February All Saints experienced the very first Allsorts Afternoon. There was a range of  

activities including cooking, flower arranging, musical theatre, American sports and Lego computing.  The 

afternoon went really well with all children reporting positive experiences from all the activities. Miss Daniel 

was fortunate enough to see all the children in action as she rotated around the activities and said: “It was 

so nice to see all the children working collaboratively across the different year groups with such enthusiasm 

and engagement.” All of the staff feedback indicated the true levels of enjoyment and enthusiasm from staff 

and children alike for all the activities. Children were asked to comment on their own experiences and a gal-

lery of photos and comments will be displayed in the library. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spanish Club 

Children from Years 3 and 4 have been designing their own Spanish café 

and menu in Spanish food. They brought in Spanish food, set up their 

restaurant as a team and took it in turns to order and take orders in 

Spanish. 

They enjoyed eating the food and practicing short 

conversations in Spanish.  They told each other if 

they liked the food, using language learned and 

practiced numbers and colours.  To finish off an 

enjoyable time, they played Spanish Money Bingo. 

 
“¡Me gusta!” 

Cookery club 

The children in cookery club have been busy learning new skills and finding 

different ways to prepare and cook some tasty dishes such as; fruit kebabs 

with chocolate sauce, vegetable soup and couscous with mango and avo-

cado. We have been thrilled with their enthusiasm and team work and they 

are proving to become budding young chefs in the making. Keep up the 

good work!  This club is run as part of Tesco’s campaign to encourage children to learn to cook, and we 

are very grateful for their donations, which enable us to buy more equipment for cooking.  

 

 

 

Dear All, 

We had a fantastic start to our first day as part of the Bath and Wells Multi Academy Trust on the 1
st
 February. 

The morning was spent in a special assembly attended by Philip Bowditch, CEO of the trust and Theresa 

Wheeler the Director of Learning and Achievement. Mrs Park presented some inspiring thoughts for the  

children on joining the supportive environment of the BWMAT and Philip also gave his thoughts and support 

to both the children and staff. 

 

If you would like to understand more about the trust and how it works, the website http://bathwellsmat.org will 

provide you with all the information you need.  

 

Thank you to all the parents who either volunteered or supported the election of our two new Parent Gover-

nors . You will have had a letter home providing you with more information about our two new Governors, 

Hannah Roe (Parent in Acorn class) and Mark Coombe (Parent in class 1 and 3), we look forward to working 

with them.  
 

Posters will soon be going up for the Easter Choc Bingo, one of our favourite fundraising evenings coming 

up on Friday March 24
th
. Please keep this evening free and come along to win some Easter chocolates ! 

 

Simon 

Chair of Governors 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwju18SD17XSAhWI5xoKHYbeCW4QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Flondonbaking.com%2Ftag%2Fenglish-pancakes%2F&bvm=bv.148441817,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEZ9Bi77Q8YwLyxIiRhEJtMe2ZVBg&u
http://bathwellsmat.org


Class 1 
 

In Class One , we have worked hard on our  'To The Rescue' 

topic and have particularly enjoyed learning and writing  about 

Grace Darling.  All of the children came up with some fantastic 

questions that they would ask her if she was still alive today and 

we really enjoyed writing our own stories with a Lighthouse 

theme. 

 

 
 Acorn Class 

 

Before half term, Acorn class visited the 

Montacute Post Office as part of their new 

learning journey ‘Help!’ The trip gave the 

children a great insight into how people in 

the community help us in many ways. 

They were given a tour of the shop 

including Stax, the saddlery, and used 

their phonic skills to record information 

onto clip boards. We were very proud of 

how well the children behaved in such a 

small space. They were very happy to 

receive a penny each to spend on a 

sweet! Our thanks goes to Louise and all 

the Post Office team for their patience and 

time spent with the children.  

Mrs Roberts 



Class 2 

Class 2 have been writing about life in Class 2 - here’s 

what Fred and Emily have to say… 

I'd like to tell you about Class 2 because we get cool 

work. The English is good because we get to describe 

things like a dinosaur and a big, good giant. We get a 

handwriting pen if we do good, neat work and you get 

a lucky dip as well! We have a special work board. We 

go outside and once we made a house for Country 

Mouse outside in the forest area. We do PE on Mon-

day and Tuesdays. We do fun maths using money. We 

used to go swimming. 

By Fred 

 

In Class 2 we do a lot of fun things. My favourite thing is PE because I like sport. I sometimes get lucky dips 

which makes me proud. I go out with Mrs Harvey and I like going out with her. I like school because the 

teachers are nice!  By Emily  

Class 4 

In Class 4 we have been enjoying our work on crime and 

punishment, which has been linked to our topic (The 

Good, The Bad and The ugly). Over the past few weeks 

we have studied notorious criminals, rogues and 

vagabonds. We have particularly enjoyed finding out 

about the punishments that were given out through the 

different time periods in History. We have also 

welcomed Mrs Siegle to class, who helped us to 

understand how the trial procedure works.  



 Class 3 

 

I am so proud of all the children’s amazing creative homework. The variety of places is fantastic. I would like to thank 

the parents who have dedicated so much time to enable the children to be so successful with their creative 

homework.  

 

 

 

 

 

I made a South American Rainfor-

est. I first made it by getting a tray 

and filling it with play dough objects. 

I then filled the tray with some plants 

from my garden. I loved making my 

creative homework.  Alice 

I really enjoyed making the London Eye because I got to 

use a rivet gun. Also I was proud that I got a motor to be 

able to spin my bicycle wheel. I just love being creative. 

Thanks Dad for helping me. Jack 

I really enjoyed working with my 

mum and dad to build the Eiffel 

Tower out of lego. To begin with it 

was quite easy as it was flat, but 

as it got taller I found it harder to 

add each piece without breaking 

the whole thing. I am really proud 

of my design. Charlie 



Class 6 

In class 6 we have been looking at WW2 and specifically the Battle of Britain. Over the half term we created 

different projects focussed on war time Britain. Below are some photos of our projects which can also be 

found on display in the Library.  

 

Class 5 

Class 5 have been enjoying their topic 'No Way Back' which 

has a science focus about changing materials.  They saw 

this in practice today when they made pizzas! Mrs O'Donnell 

was incredibly proud of the class for working so sensibly 

and tidily to create such delicious looking pizzas. "I enjoyed 

finding out about how the yeast and warm water made the 

dough rise," said Aaron.  They'll be following this up with an 

investigation during the next week. The children also 

designed beautiful pizza boxes with viewing windows, 

thinking carefully about the audience their pizzas were 

aimed at. We 

loved your 

bold design, 

Aaliyah! 



 

 

A Word from Revd Annie 

 

Dear Parents 

It was a joy to welcome Acorn class to 

St Catherine’s this week; they certainly 

‘inhabited the whole building – from 

the top of the tower to the vestry 

(Revd Annie’s dressing up room!) It 

was lovely to see them carefully praying with a candle, reading on tiptoe at the lectern, exploring the  

Elizabethan tombs and singing a celebration song. Come again soon… 

 

We have enjoyed our Fairtrade fortnight topic with the giant inflatable banana having another outing and the 

giant Fairtrade boardgame in church.  I never cease to be amazed how children instinctively appreciate the 

notion of fairness in our World. 

 

We have started meeting on First Mondays to pray for all our local schools: 9.15am at St Catherine’s on 

March 6
th
 and April 3

rd
 – everyone is welcome – parents, governors and anyone who would like to pray for 

our children and the staff. 

 

As we embark on the season of Lent, Holy week and Easter this term I am looking forward to Experience 

Easter at the school, the special school Easter service in church.  

 

We will host Mothering Sunday crafts and celebration service on 26
th
 March at St Catherine’s (9.30am) and 

also at Odcombe church (11:00am) – do come along and bring your children.  During Lent I sometimes 

think we concentrate too much on giving small things up when we might better consider doing something 

positive, like visiting a lonely neighbour, or inviting someone to share your afterschool treat or outing. I sus-

pect God is more interested in activities which change our hearts… 

 

Easter Day services will be family friendly at Montacute (9.30am) and  

Odcombe (11:00am) and we will be dressing the cross with flowers 

again like last year.  

 

Don’t forget, if you are interested in arranging a baptism, a wedding or 

junior confirmation, do get in touch with me.    Finally, whatever you are 

doing this Lent and Easter, I pray that God will fill your hearts with the 

knowledge of His Presence in your family and home.   

 

Every Blessing 

Annie          

Revd Annie Gurner  revgurner@btinternet.com   01935 824167 

 

mailto:revgurner@btinternet.com


 

 

 

On Wednesday 1
st
 March, we took over thirty children to Aldon Hill to take part in Cross Country. Just like in 

true cross country fashion, as the first race began the heavens opened! However, this did not prevent the 

children from running so fantastically well and with such enthusiasm. It was great to see all the children with 

huge smiles at the end. Well done and Thank you to all the children who represented the school last night., 

and for being such good ambassadors for All Saints, and thanks too to the staff who accompanied us.  

Please could any bibs that are still at home from this race, or previous races be returned? Many thanks! 

 

Mr Ross 

 

http://www.worldbookday.com/


Contact Details 

All Saints Church School, Ladies Walk, Montacute, Somerset TA15 6XG 

Tel: 01935 826626 Fax: 01935 825788 

e-mail: sch.241@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

www.allsaintsprimaryschoolmontacute.com 

Twitter: @montacute_all 

Headteacher: Mrs Paula Park BEd (Hons) NPQH 

Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Sherril Atkins BSc (Hons) NPQH 

Friends of All Saints    

 

Firstly, a huge thank you who all who sent your children into school last week with 

coppers and small change for the Money Sssnake. As always, the children had 

great fun laying out all their coins and measuring the magical creature once it was  

complete.  The ssssnake measured 214m and we raised £220.14, an amazing 

amount considering the significant majority of coins were coppers, I didn’t realise just how heavy small 

change can be!!  

 

Having held a couple of meetings I can now confirm some dates for forthcoming events.  I know in the past, 

several parents/carers have asked that we advertise in advance dates for the calendar, so as promised here 

are a few: 

 

Friday 17
th
 March  - School Disco – slips to come home in book bags early next week 

Friday 17
th
 and Friday 24

th
 March – Easter goodies to be sold alongside doughnuts 

Friday 31
st
 March  - Easter Cake Sale 

Wednesday 26
th
 April – Bags 2 School  collection – bags to be sent home with children prior to the Easter 

holidays 

May – All Saints 20
th
 Birthday Celebrations – date and event details to be confirmed 

Saturday 17
th
 June – Montacute Carnival 

Friday 7
th
 July – Summer Barbecue 

 

So, that’s a list of the events we have planned, but what about those we’ve held and what have we done 

with the monies? 
 

The mural in the library was paid for wholly by the Friends and I’m sure you’ll agree it looks fabulous and is 

most certainly a talking point amongst the children.  So much so, that we are currently in discussions as to 

what we can do with the wall opposite: it looks so bare but watch this space, all will be revealed. 

 

Having modernised the library, it was soon apparent that some books were past their best.  We made  

another large donation and I’m pleased to say that only a few days ago a considerable number of new 

books arrived ( some of which are in the picture below) and are now with Mrs Atkins waiting to be logged 

and made available to all.  With modern technology all around, it’s refreshing to see the children enthusiasti-

cally choosing books and reading.  

 

We have so many plans this year, all of which need your continuous help and 

support, without you we aren’t able to provide any of the niceties which make 

our children’s time at the school that little more enjoyable, so thank you, each 

and every one of you. Our next meeting is Monday 13
th
 March, 7:00pm we’d 

love to see some new faces and listen to new ideas, so if you have a spare 

couple of hours please do come along. Thank you – The Friends 

http://www.allsaintsprimaryschoolmontacute.com

