December 2016 Newsletter 5
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we come to the end of the
term, we would like to take
this opportunity to thank you
for your continued support of
the school, and also to thank
you for your good wishes,
cards and gifts that you sent
to all the staff. It has been a
busy and exciting term, and
we hope that our new style newsletters have given you an insight
into your child’s life at our school.

Diary Dates
03.01.17

INSET

04.01.17

First day of term

04.01.17

Friends Meeting 19:00

12.01.17

Governors’ Meeting

As part of the school’s 20th birthday celebrations, The Friends
bought tickets for everyone to attend ‘Peter Pan’ at the Octagon
theatre. This was a wonderful treat, and thoroughly enjoyed by
everyone who went. Thank you to the committee for thinking of such
an exciting way of marking this special year.
On Sunday 11th December, a group of children participated in the
Christingle Service at St Catherine’s Church. The singing and hand
chimes added to the overall atmosphere of the service and so many
members of the community commented on the wonderful
performances. Thank you to the staff who attended, and also to Mrs Roberts who stepped in to play the hand
chimes at the last minute!
We finished a wonderful run of Christmas performances yesterday and we are so proud of all of children;
their singing, acting and reading were all fantastic. The children performed with such enjoyment, despite the
nerves that many of them admitted to feeling! We would also like to thank the staff, both teaching assistants
and teachers, for all the hard work that went into getting the children to be in the right place at the right time;
the children were a credit to you and your hard work!
This morning, the school came together to watch ‘Elf’. We are very grateful to Tesco who gave a donation
towards providing all the children with popcorn to eat
during the film. Thank you to Mrs Kinder for arranging
this for us.
Finally, we would like to wish you all a very happy,
peaceful Christmas, and we look forward to welcoming
the children back on Wednesday 4th January.
Best wishes,
Paula Park and Sherril Atkins
Headteacher Deputy Headteacher

Tuesday 29th November Y5/6 Football at All Saints
A hard fought 3-3 draw was played out between the Yellow team and Blue
team. Both teams played really well. Despite some resolute defending from
Hugh and Maria, the Blue team took a lead into half time with a good strike
from Connor after a good through ball from Arthur. However early in the
second half the Yellows responded twice in quick succession with goals
from Ethan S and Toby S, Leo and Bailey playing an important part in
setting up both goals. The
Yellows pressed hard for
another and only some
excellent saves by Blue goalkeeper Alfie and determined
defending from Ben and Nicole D kept them in it. However the Yellows got
caught unexpectedly on the break twice from Toby P, Ewan nearly got
another for the Blue team but Ellis, the Yellow goalkeeper, stood firm and
that set up a tense final few minutes with the Blues leading 3-2. With
virtually the last kick of the game Ethan Stone then turned provider with a
long throw met with a cool and calm finish at the back post by Toby
Schaefer to finish the game 3-3.
Wednesday 30th November Y5/6 Football versus Ash at All Saints
The Y5/6 team took to a frozen field to play Ash in a friendly. The game
started brightly with both teams recording shots on target, Kieran being
particularly sharp to deny an Ash player. However he could do nothing with
the first goal as a well worked move resulted in a goal to Ash. This seemed
to jolt All Saints into life and after some sharp passing on the edge of the
box between Ryan M and Zach H, Miles was left unmarked to poke home a
deserved equaliser. Half time quickly followed and after a quick tactical
change saw the introduction on Aaron M, and what an
introduction it nearly was! After beating 3 players and driving towards goal
he couldn’t quite apply the finishing touch. Ander, Harry and Ethan K
showed some stern and resolute defending and were only broken after a series of well worked corners eventually lead
to another Ash goal. 2-1 down and only minutes to go All Saints pushed for an equaliser with Aaron L going close
unfortunately getting caught on the break was always a risk and Ash managed to squeeze a third goal in. ‘Men of the
Match’ Aaron M and Ethan K were equal choices for the award for very differing reasons. Aaron showed excellent wing
play consistently driving at defenders and beating them where as Ethan K showed steel and determination as well as
excellent game reading abilities. Overall All Saints can count themselves unlucky not to have come away with a better
result!
Netball
The netball team played their last match of the High Five Tournament at East Coker on a very cold
and misty Thursday at the beginning of December. The final score was 4-3 to East Coker, well done
to Ellie F who scored all of our goals. Well done to the whole team: Toby, Ellie F, Holly, Eleanor,
Maria, Ethan S and Leo for a fantastic performance.

Cool Aeronautics Day at RNAS Yeovilton
On the 8th of December a group of
children from Y5 and Y6 attended
a Cool Aeronautics day at RNAS
Yeovilton. The day was designed
to inspire the next generation of
Aeronautical engineers and
brought together 9 schools and
151 pupils from across South
Somerset. The day began with a
hugely inspirational live Skype with
recently returned International Space Station astronaut, Tim Peake. He
talked about life on board the International Space Station including the
recycling of water and how they grow fresh vegetables on board. After the
talk everyone was split into groups and took part in some activities that
tested their engineering knowledge. Everyone took part in a paper
aeroplane competition, each person using different designs to experiment
which flew the furthest. There were some excellent designs and 3 All Saints
students made the finals of the competition. After lunch each group
competed in a “Space Drop” completion. This combined maths,
engineering and team work skills to make a landing craft model for a
miniature Tim Peake model. This was such a fantastic hour watching All
Saints students as they were stretched and challenged! Some of the
designs were fantastic and it was so exciting to watch them drop from the
10m platform to the target below.

Class 5’s Parliament Workshop
When Ros came to year 5, we learnt about political
parties and how they worked. We had to form our own
parties and had to come up with ideas to make learning
more fun. Then we all voted for our favourite party. It
was interesting learning how they do it in parliament and
what it is like in parliament. All of Year 5 found that day
really interesting and would like to learn more.
By Natasha and Harriet

November 100 Club Prize winners
First Prize: Helen and Gary Jennings
Second Prize: The Dawson family
Third Prize: Julie Kember

Acorn’s trip to Longleat
Last week Acorn Class were lucky enough to go
and see the ‘Festival of Lights’ at Longleat. We left
after lunch so we would arrive in time for darkness
to fall. The children became very excited as we
drove down the long driveway towards the house
and saw the giant birthday cake and big pile of
presents standing outside Longleat House. This
year it is the Safari Park’s 50th anniversary of when the lions arrived at Longleat
and lots of their animals were lit up along the walk for us all to see. We were
amazed as we hadn’t seen animals like this before. It was a joy to hear the
gasps of delight from the children as we walked along. Beatrix Potter’s animals
were also there and the children enjoyed spotting their favourite characters as
well as the infamous Mr Todd!

On Wednesday 14th December a few members of the School Council went to St Catherine’s church to decorate a
Christmas tree ready for the Christmas Tree Festival. Over the past few weeks Key Stage 2 children have been busy
creating splendid decorations to adorn our tree, which stands proudly next to the Crib scene in the church. If you have
time over the weekend please do go in to St Catherines and have a look.

From this …

To this…

Odcombe Crib Service (Saturday 24th December at 6:00pm)
This atmospheric service is especially suitable for families with younger children, as we build the
nativity scene together and sing carols.

Carol Services:
Montacute Saturday 17th December at 7.30pm featuring Stoke band and followed by
seasonal refreshments
Odcombe Sunday 18th December at 11:00am followed by coffee and mince pies.

Christmas Services:
Christmas Eve: 11:30pm Midnight Communion at Montacute
Christmas Day:
All Age communion (with crackers!) 0930am Montacute
11:00am Odcombe
Hope to see you there!
Don’t forget, if you are interested in arranging a baptism a wedding or junior confirmation in the
New Year, do get in touch with me.
Finally, whatever you are doing this Christmas, I pray that God will fill your hearts with the Joy of
the Shepherds and the Peace of the Christchild.
Every Blessing
Annie
Revd Annie Gurner

revgurner@btinternet.com 01935 824167
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