November 2016 Newsletter 4
Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you to everyone
who supported our
Parents’ Consultation
meetings. It was
wonderful to talk to you
about the learning your
children have been
completing throughout
this term.

Diary Dates
30.11.16

Y5/6 Football A team v
Ash School at All Saints
15:30
Full Governing Body
meeting 17:00
2.12.16

We came together as a
whole school community on
Friday 11th November and
held a 2 minute silence on the school playground, as we stood
in silence we could just make out the sound of the air raid siren
which was sounding in Yeovil.

It is a pleasure to share with you through this newsletter
some of the wonderful things that have been happening in
our school. This month, the children and teachers have
started work on their class blogs and it would be so
motivating to receive some comments on what is posted.
If you would like to see what has been going on in your
child’s class, and contribute to the excitement through
your comments and questions, please visit our website
www.allsaintsprimaryschoolmontacute.com. Thank you!
Mrs Paula Park
Headteacher

Parliament workshops for
Classes 5 and 6, and
assembly for KS2

Last swimming session
for Class 2 and Class 5
Parent Praise Assembly
14:45

6.12.16

Acorn Nativity at St
Catherine’s Church 14:00

8.12.16

Cool Aeronautics Day
for a group of children
from Classes 5 and 6
School to attend Carol
Service in St Catherine’s
Church
Acorn Class visit Festival of
Light return 18:45

9.12.16

Whole school to Pantomime
at the Octagon Theatre
return to school at 16:00

16.12.16

Last day of term
Wear a Christmas jumper to
school in aid of Save the
Children.

Mrs Sherril Atkins
Deputy Headteacher

Christmas Performances
More details about the performance and ticket sales will be sent home
shortly.
Tues 13.12.16 Classes 5 and 6: 13:45
Classes 1 and 2: 18:00
Weds 14.12.16 Classes 1 and 2: 14:15
Classes 3 and 4: 18:00
Thurs 15.12.16 Classes 3 and 4: 14:15
Classes 5 and 6 18:00

School Games Award
Well done to everybody who has been involved in sport within our school over the last
year; we are pleased to inform you that we have been awarded the Silver School Games
Award. The award recognises the commitment to sport from the children, staff and
parents, both within the PE Curriculum and the extra-curricular opportunities that the
school offer.
Wednesday 2nd November Cross-Country at YTFC
A cold but sunny afternoon at Huish Park was enjoyed by a
strong team of around 25 athletes who took part in the CrossCountry course at Yeovil Town Football Club. They all thoroughly
enjoyed running the race and representing our school. It was
lovely to see the team cheering on the others, including children
from other schools whilst waiting for their race to begin, All the
teams performed admirably and in particular mentions go to
couple of our Year 3 children as this was their first ever race. It
was lovely to see them all thoroughly enjoy running! Well done!
Tuesday 8th November Indoor Athletics at Westfield Academy
A team of Year 5/6 boys and girls took part in the indoor athletics at Westfield Academy. The participants
competed in different field events including vertical jump, vortex throw and side to side jumping. Then each
team competed in different track events including an obstacle course and relay running. All Saints finished
a very respectable 4th: well done!
Thursday 10th November High Five Netball Tournament at Westfield Academy
All Saints High Five Netball Team played at Westfield Academy against a group of schools.
Ellie F, Eleanor D, Maria W Holly B, Miles, Ethan S and Ethan K played very well due to our
coach Amber Watson. We lost one match, drew one and won two. We played against Holy
Trinity A, Holy Trinity B, Huish and Martock. We shook hands and congratulated other teams
after every single match. We played some teams a couple of weeks before this match and we
have a match coming up against East Coker, which we are really excited about!
By Ellie F and Eleanor D
Friday 11th November Sports Leaders at Bucklers Mead
Children took part in the second leadership conference at Westfield Academy. They all enjoyed learning
about what makes a good sports leader and will now implement this in school by leading some lunchtime
games.
Tuesday 15th November Y5/6 Football at Martock Primary School
The Y5/6 football team had a comprehensive 9-4 victory over Martock Primary School . Even after a slow
start and going into half time 3-2 down the boys roared into action after the half time whistle. A hat-trick from
Zach , braces from Ryan M and Aaron L and goals from Aaron Mc and Miles set up the victory nicely. An
assured defensive display, particularly in the second half, from Ander, Harry C and Ethan K and some
excellent saves from goalie Kieran kept Martock at bay. ‘Man of the Match’ Miles demonstrated a calm
and assured touch in central midfield as well as the box to box running needed. Well done boys! Our next
fixture is on Wednesday 30th November.

Wednesday 23rd November Inclusive Sports at Westfield Academy
I enjoyed the Tri- golf because I got
to experience a new sport and it was
really fun. Dylan

I particularly enjoyed the wheelchair
throwing experience because it
made me think about how hard it
would be to be in a wheelchair. Ruby

On Wednesday, Charlie M, Ruby, Dylan, Tess, Alex R, Amy M, Toby P and Zach had the opportunity to go
to Westfield School to experience a range of sports. This Included New Age Kurling; blind football;
archery; wheelchair throwing; tri golf; and sitting handball.
They all seemed to thoroughly enjoy the event and it was lovely to see
the hard concentration at their faces, especially with
Archery. I was also pleased to hear discussions about how they could
adapt the games to suit the needs of all children.
I liked the Archery experience
because I had never done it before.
Tess

Thursday 24th November Handball @ Westfield Academy
A group of Y5/6 got the opportunity to take part in a Handball. All the children thoroughly enjoyed the experience and we are hoping to implement some of the skills learnt into our PE lessons! Well done to Ben M,
Igor, Ernest, Ewan H, Rosie C and Harriet who attended!

Seussical The Musical
On Thursday 17th November pupils from Years 5 and 6 went to the
Octagon Theatre to watch Seussical the Musical. Yeovil Youth
Theatre provided us with an energetic, polished and dynamic
performance. From the moment the audience was first introduced
to the Cat in the Hat we knew we were in for something special.
The show was wild, wacky and quite wonderful: A super showpiece
with just the right balance for happiness, sadness, morality and
storytelling. We all had a fantastic time and the children were an
absolute delight to take. We have had some wonderful comments
from members of the public who were also watching the show,
commenting on how brilliantly All Saints children behaved.

Milk bottle tops
Thank you to everyone who
sent in their milk bottle tops
in aid of South Somerset
Mind.

The organisers have sent a
very big, heart-felt thank you
to everyone who contributed.
This campaign has now
finished.

They also need a big drink before they
go into hibernation and can take water
in through their bottom!

Acorn Class
As part of our topic ‘Countdown to
winter’, we have been finding out
how animals prepare for the cold
weather. Mrs Roberts brought in
her pet guinea pig so the children
could get up close and find out how
she is looked after. We were also
very lucky that Emilia’s mummy
brought in their pet tortoises. The
children and staff were fascinated
with them and found out lots of
facts.

The children have been very keen to
use their construction skills to make
their own homes and shelters for the
animals and we have enjoyed testing
them out. Please don’t forget to look
on our blog for more photos and information!
Mrs Roberts

Did you know that
tortoises need a
good diet of
different fruits
and vegetables
for their shell to
grow?

Class One
This half-term Class One have started to use the computers. We started by learning how to log ourselves on
to the laptop. This was tricky for some of us, but we will keep practising! As well as this we have been using
our class blog. Mrs Collinson started us off by posting a few blogs, however what we would really like now
are some comments that we can reply to. If you aren’t sure how to access the blog please ask your child, or
speak to Mrs Collinson. We would love more visitors!
Over the next few weeks we will also be taking our own pictures and writing some blog posts as a whole
class to share with you!

Class 2

Class 2 produced some amazing
creative homework all about ‘House and
Homes’. There was a wide range of
models, booklets and ways of presenting
their own work.
We were so impressed at how
excited the children were to
complete this work and the
quality of the homework. It is
taking us a very long time to share all these projects with the class as
each child has so much to say! Lots of the work is on display in the
school library and the classroom and more photos are on the school
website in Class 2’s blog.

Class 3

The story of Icarus written in the first person
Hello my name is Icarus. One sad day I was
locked in a tall tower with my father. We
wanted to escape so I sent my servant to
fetch some feathers. But there were guards
outside …
After my servant came back with the
feathers we stuck them onto some candle
wax to make wings because we wanted to
fly! At night we opened the creaky window
luckily the guards were asleep so we
jumped out of the window (we were flying!)
Finally we were free! We swooped down
from the sun and skidded on the sea before
zooming back up in to the sky.
By Lucy, Class 2

Class 3 also had lots of fun discussing the
book "The Day the Crayons Quit." We then
wrote our versions of the letters.

Class 3 produced some wonderful Remembrance poems.
Here is one that Vinnie wrote.

Mr Ross was so proud of all the children for
their fabulous letters. They are on display in
our classroom, so please feel free to come
in and look at them!

Class 4
Firstly, a big thank you to all the children in Class 4 for helping to put
their section of the newsletter together.
This month, we’ve learned so many things! We’ve learnt about
volcanoes in Iceland, and that when one starts to throw out clouds of
ash, people have to stay indoors or wear a mask when they go out,
which is very tight and uncomfortable! We have also been enjoying
Mr Hutchings sharing ‘How to train a dragon’ with us. We’ve read the
whole book, and watched the film. We’ve discussed differences and
similarities between the film version and the book; some of us
preferred the book whilst others preferred the film. The book and the
film have inspired us to write.
Here is some of Megan’s writing about Hiccup, where she has practised describing setting and character.
Hiccup was dozing, outstretched on the stripy sunlounger listening to the birds tweeting in the trees. He was
unaware of Mrs Bossy sauntering down the dry, long road swaying her hips and hair with every movement.
“Ahhhh!” squealed Hiccup, as he lpeat from the sunlounger, after the shock of feeling the freezing cold
bucket of water chucked over him on his skin.
“Awake now lazy boy?” Mrs Bossy said sarcastically. “We have work to do. “
Reluctantly, Hiccup followed Mrs Bossy down the road into the deep, dark woods.
By Megan

Class 5

On Tuesday 1st November
Class 5 had a
professional dancer visit
us from the Moxie Brawl
Dance Company who led
an exciting workshop for
us! The following day we
went to Robert Blake
College in Bridgwater to
watch them perform their
hilarious show called Windipops! We had great
fun!

Recently, we began work on our new topic, and
have learnt how to create electrical circuits with
bulbs, buzzers and fans, and how to draw circuit
diagrams. Florence drew these.

Class 6

On Tuesday 8th November, Class 6 had the
opportunity to work with the Sound
Foundation Somerset at Stanchester
Academy. We had the opportunity to listen
to, take part in and create Gamelan pieces of
music.

We have also been lucky enough to have a box from the parliamentary committee. Inside the box were
several different items including a replica dispatch box; speaker’s robe; and clerks wig. Even Mr Flynn tried
the wig on! We talked through the differences between the
Houses of Lords and Commons and all of Class 6 are very
excited for parliament workshop and assembly which is next
Wednesday 30th November. Thank you to Mrs Holt for
arranging the loan of this box!

Once per year the Department for
Education create a report for every
school that provides a detailed analysis
of school data and compares these
results to national standards; this report
is called RAISE.
“RAISE aims to:
 Enable schools to analyse performance data in
greater depth as part of the self-evaluation process.
 Provide a common set of analyses for schools,
local authorities, inspectors, dioceses, academy
trusts and governors.
 Better support teaching and learning.”

for the previous 4 years, we are continuing
to see some great statistics for the progress
and attainment of the children across the
school from Early Years to Year 6. It goes
without saying that this is down to the great
teamwork and effort by all the staff and
children through the year.
A massive thankyou to everybody for supporting the
Bonfire and fireworks night at the beginning of the
month. It was a perfect night and another record
crowd. The funds raised look to be heading in the
region of tipping over £3000 profit which is fantastic!
Thanks also to the volunteers for assisting on the
night as without their help this event would not be
possible.

Not long after the publishing of the un-validated
data, the school Governors meet to run through
some specific elements of our School’s RAISE
report. Last week was the Data meeting in which Mrs
Simon Fox
Park and Mrs Atkins presented key data to the
Chair of Governors
governors for analysis and questioning. This year, as

School Council News
Children in Need
The School Council would like to thank everyone for dressing up in their pyjamas
and ‘onesies’ on Friday 18th November to support Children In Need. The cake sale
was a great success and the timely snow shower made the day even more
memorable. Overall we raised a grand total of £250! Thank you all so much.
Advent Fayre

After a week of collecting second hand books and toys,
sorting and ensuring all the pieces of puzzles and games
were intact as well as pricing, the School Council were
ready to run their first ever School Council stall at the Advent Fayre. School
Council members were very excited and eager to raise funds for our outdoor
playtime equipment.
The School Council would like to thank all those who sent in toys and books for
them to sell. We have had such fantastic support from everyone. Our stall was
overflowing with items to be purchased. School Council members took it in
turns to take charge of the stall and enjoyed using their mathematical skills when
giving change. We had a very successful afternoon and it was lovely to see so
many of the toys and books go to new homes. In total we raised a fantastic £107.
Future events
On Friday 16th December we are inviting all pupils to take part in Save the Children’s ‘Christmas Jumper
Day’. The whole school will be taking part, with everyone getting the chance to show the world their silly
side by wearing their favourite festive knits for the day. We are asking pupils to make a £1 donation, or
whatever they can give, to help save children’s lives around the world. The money we raise will help Save
the Children give the world’s forgotten children a brighter future. It could help bring essentials like
healthcare, education, protection and food to the millions of children around the world who are missing out
on the most basic support.

The Advent Fayre
which was held on
th
Sunday 20 November was a huge
success. We would like to thank
everybody who gave up their time,
either before or on the day to help
or support the event, those who
baked cakes and sold raffle tickets.
The first count shows that we have
raised around £1235.
Thank you also for all the goodies
you sent in to make up the
wonderful Class hampers, they all looked amazing.
The raffle prize winners were:
£100 prize – Mrs Evans-Yoxall
Acorn Class Hamper - Arthur Parr
Class One Hamper – Jimmy Dawkins
Class Two Hamper – Chris Saville
Class Three Hamper – Gaynor Soulsby
Class 4 Hamper – Steve M c/o Eleanor C6
Class Five Hamper – The Perryman family
Class 6 Hamper – Mr Bowditch

Thank you to everybody who sold and
bought raffle tickets.
Congratulations to Louise Saville who
won the signed Great British Bake Off
book.

Dear Parents
The church was proud to welcome All Saints school to the village
Remembrance service and to lay a wreath – all the children who attended were
so well behaved and dignified, they were a tribute to their school. It was
particularly good to welcome several forces families. Next year we hope the
children can play a larger role in the service and I would be encouraging other
uniform groups to participate too.
In recent Collective Worships, we have been continuing our overview of the Bible – having looked at the Old
Testament with prophets, kings and psalms, we are now exploring the Gospels (meaning Good news!)
miracles and parables.
Now the Season of Advent is with us and we are preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus at our Christmas
services. In addition to the nativity play and Carol service that St Catherine is hosting, may I proffer a warm
welcome to the following services:
Montacute Christingle (Sunday 11thDecember at 4:00pm)
At this special service we celebrate the light of Jesus in our lives. Keith provides Christingles for everyone,
and at the end, Father Christmas will happily collect from you wrapped gifts (please label boy or girl and
age) and will pass them on to less fortunate children in Yeovil, who are not expecting gifts.
Odcombe Crib Service (Saturday 24th December at 6:00pm)
This atmospheric service is especially suitable for families with younger children, as we build the nativity
scene together and sing carols.

Carol Services:

Montacute Saturday 17th December at 7.30pm featuring Stoke band and followed by seasonal
refreshments
Odcombe Sunday 18th December at 11:00am followed by coffee and mince pies.

Christmas Services:

Christmas Eve: 11:30pm Midnight Communion at Montacute

Christmas Day: All Age communion (with crackers!) 0930am Montacute
11:00am Odcombe
Hope to see you there!
Don’t forget, if you are interested in arranging a baptism a wedding or junior confirmation in the New Year,
do get in touch with me.
Finally, whatever you are doing this Christmas, I pray that God will fill your hearts with the Joy of the
Shepherds and the Peace of the Christchild.
Every Blessing
Annie
Revd Annie Gurner revgurner@btinternet.com 01935 824167
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