December 2017 Newsletter 4

Diary Dates
12.12.17 Class 5/6 Christmas Plays @
1:45pm and 6:00pm

Dear Parents and Carers,
It is hard to believe that we are only 2 weeks away from the end of the term and
the Christmas holidays. I would like to thank everyone; staff, children and parents
for their support during the past term. I have really enjoyed being part of the All
Saints family and will take some cherished memories back to Oakhill with me.
Whilst I am sorry to be leaving I know that the school will have an exciting future
under the leadership of Mrs. Bowditch and I would like to wish her every joy and
success in her new post.
As always the term has been very busy. November began with a history “Wow”
day during which the events of November 5th were investigated and questions such
as “Was Guy Fawkes guilty or framed?” researched and discussed by the children.
“Guys” were designed and made by our younger children in readiness for the Montacute village bonfire.

13.12.17 Class 3/4 Christmas Plays @
2:00pm and 6:00pm
14.12.17 Class 1/2 Christmas Plays @
2:00pm and 6:00pm
15.12.17 Open Morning - Reception 2018
19.12.17 Danceathon
FOAS whole school xmas lunch
21.12.17 LAST DAY OF TERM
8.1.18

FIRST DAY OF TERM

17.1.18 Governors Welfare Mtg 5:00pm

The school was represented through the laying of a wreath at the Remembrance
Sunday Service at St. Catherine’s on November 12th. Each class learnt about the importance of Remembrance in an age appropriate way and a 2 minute silence was observed during a whole school worship on Friday 10 th November.
The end of the month saw another really successful Advent Fayre. Thank you to the Friends and to everyone that worked so
hard to prepare the school and organised stalls and games. School council particularly enjoyed leading the entrepreneur initiative. Acorn sold their reindeer hot chocolate packs and class 1 Christmas decorations. Class 3 organised a Santa Run and
Class 5 pinned Santa’s beard on his face. The initial £20 given to each class is beginning to grow. Classes 2, 4 and 6 will be running their events during the next two weeks and include a Christmas pizza sale, a Danceathon and “Crack the Cracker!”
Christmas celebrations began this week with the arrival of the Posada – the travelling nativity. This will travel from class to
class before visiting homes within the parish. The Acorn Nativity took place in St. Catherine’s church on Wednesday afternoon. The story of the nativity was retold in words, costume and music by our youngest children who were ably assisted by
their buddies in year 6. It was lovely to see the church full of family and friends who enjoyed a magical afternoon.
This Sunday is the Christingle service at St. Catherine’s, as always everyone is welcome and children are reminded that Father
Christmas will be attending to collect gifts for others. Should you have any toys that are no longer needed please bring them
to the church, wrapped up ready for Santa to deliver.
We are all looking forward to the Christmas performances which will take place on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of
next week and also to our carol service at St. Catherine’s Church. The carol service, which takes place on the last Wednesday
of term at 2pm, has been planned by the house captains who would like to invite family and friends to the service. After the
service they will also be collecting feedback and reflections from those attending.
Our open morning for children starting school in September 2018 takes place between 9:30 and 11:30 on Friday 15 th December. If you have younger children due to start school next year please come along and join us for a tour, tea/coffee and some
entertainment by our Acorn children.
After the business of the Christmas preparations, it only remains for me to wish everyone a peaceful and joyous Christmas
and New Year.

Mrs B Foister & Sharon Bowditch
Head Teacher

Deputy Headteacher

CLASS 2
Class 2 have been having a wonderful time in their RE work. We have
been learning about special books in a variety of religions. We learnt that
Christians have the Bible, whereas Muslims have a special book called the
Qur’an and the Torah is special to Jews.
We had a fun time finding out all about the special buildings and discussed
similarities and differences between the religions.
We enjoyed making a Torah scroll and a yad.

To celebrate the end of our fun learning journey 'Once Upon a Time'
Acorn Class had a 'Fairy Tale dress up day'. The children chose
their favourite character to dress up as and then paraded around the
school to show everyone their amazing costumes. They talked about
who they had chosen to be to every class and answered questions
raised by other children.

ACORNS
The following day Acorn Class had a Wow Wellie walk to mark the
start of their next learning journey 'Countdown to Winter'. They
went to Montacute Park and looked for signs of Autumn. They
collected leaves of different sizes and had fun listening to the
sounds the leaves made when they kicked and jumped amongst
them, although they had to look out for the cowpats!

CLASS 4
As we enter December Class 4 have been busy, working with Class 3, rehearsing their songs and lines for
the Christmas play.
Earlier in November Class 4 worked on Remembrance Day, the class assisted during a Key Stage assembly
by writing facts, their thoughts and some prayers to commemorate an
important day in the year. Once these were complete the class wrote
their work on the back of poppies which were placed in the Class 4 flower
bed and a 2-minute silence was impeccably observed.

class 4 have also been working extremely hard on the consolidation and
application of their multiplication and division facts, and recently the class have been calculating and
converting units of measure.

Finally, Class 4 have embraced the challenge of being young entrepreneurs, designing, creating and
selling Christmas-themed pizzas to the school during a break time. The pizzas sold very well and were
enjoyed by all members of the school. We await the final total and we will let you know in due course. A
big thank you to all the families who contributed to this !

Class 3
It has been another busy term in Class 3 looking at “What’s the Attraction.” The children have worked
incredibly hard to complete some wonderful work this term which they should be incredibly proud of.
It would fair to say the children’s favourite piece of writing this term was the letters inspired from the
book “The Day the Crayons Quit.” TheIr wonderful letters are currently on display in the classroom,
please feel to come into Class 3 to have a read. Wising you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year.

INTER-HOUSE TAG RUGBY
Over the past couple of weeks, children from Years five and six have been competing at lunchtimes
in an inter-house tag rugby competition. It was an absolute pleasure to run such a wonderful event
because the children showed such fabulous sportsmanship and competed really well. It was lovely to
see so many children participating in sports and for many participating in a new sport, which they appeared to thoroughly enjoy, well if their huge smiles at the end of each game was anything to go by.
Apache house won the competition overall but well done to all the participants for some excellent
rugby throughout the week.
The Results are as follows
Red
Green
Red

VS
VS
VS

Blue
Yellow
Yellow

3-0
2-0
4-4

Red win
Green win
Draw

Green
Blue
Red

VS
VS
VS

Blue
Yellow
Yellow

3-4
0-0
4-4

Blue win
Draw
Draw

Thank you again and I look forward to future inter-house
tournaments.

CLASS 5
Class 5 have really enjoyed learning about Antarctica and the inspiring explorer, Ernest Shackleton,
in their topic 'Poles Apart'. In English they have written their own versions of Shackleton's biography,
diary entries from his point of view and persuasive letters to apply for a place on his Endurance expedition. This week they followed instructions to make 'Sledging Biscuits' - a food often taken on polar
expeditions due to their nutritional value and keeping qualities - then wrote their own 'upleveled' versions for Mrs Bowditch and Mrs Foister to use! Here are some extracts from Zoe and Joel.

CLASS 1
Class 1 have been busy preparing for the Christmas play, “Hey Ewe”. The children have been working hard, learning to warm up their voices in music, and to discuss stylistic choices in art, particularly
looking at the work of John Dyer.
In English and RE we have been learning about the Christmas story, and the meaning of Christmas.
In maths we have been concentrating on subtracting and subtraction word problems.

ACORN CLASS EXTRA
This week, Acorn class performed their own special Nativity to the school, and to parents and carers
in St Catherine’s Church. We have been so pleased with their enthusiasm and confidence during all
our rehearsals and were very proud to see them perform so well. Thank you to class 6 who helped to
tell the Christmas story through their readings and prayers.

CLASS 6
It has been another busy few weeks in Class 6! With Christmas around the corner, we have had a
focus on singing, acting, speaking and listening and playing the Hand Chimes. We recently supported Acorn Class with singing and narration for their fantastic adaption of the Christmas Nativity play.
Within our topic, ‘A Voyage of Discovery’ we have been developing an understanding of Darwin’s
theory of evolution and adaption, exploring the species of finch and researching the evolution of our
own chosen animal. Alongside this, we had a fantastic detective session, debating the truth behind
the gunpowder plot which ended in a court case involving the defence and the prosecution!
During Maths, we have been developing and applying the method of long division, as well as recognising the properties of 3D shapes and drawing 2D shapes according to specific measurements.
Through Literacy, we have been creating our own Christmas stories and illustrations, as well as critiquing and writing our own versions of the Christmas John Lewis advert.
As well as this, during RE, we have been acting out and understanding the morals behind ‘The Good
Samaritan’, focusing on how we can support others.
Overall, it has been a very busy but exciting few weeks in Class 6!

Christmas and New Year
I had the joy of delivering the nativity figures for the Posada (travelling nativity) to Acorn class today
(explained in last newsletter). They will host Mary and Joseph on their journey and then pass them onto
Class 1 tomorrow. It’s not too late for your family to offer hospitality to them for 24 hours –there are some
days at the end of term -please contact me to book them.
It will be lovely to host the Acorns nativity , the Christingle and the school carol service this month, at St
Catherine’s and hope many of you will be able to come to one or more of these.
Looking forward to next term we are offering two very different events – one will be a very special service
to commission our new Headteacher at St Catherines – more information about that in the New Year.
As we rush around trying to manage everyones expectations for gifts at Christmas, I wonder if you have
ever asked the question: WHAT'S THE BEST GIFT GOD COULD GIVE YOU? The local churches are offering
a course for parents called Life Explored.
This is a seven session series featuring a combination of short films - shot around the world - and Bible
interaction. Informal and interactive. It's an exposé of the little gods that promise us so much happiness,
yet deliver so little.
Fridays 7pm to 8.30pm Starting 12th Jan 2018
At All Saints Hall, Stoke Sub Hamdon (Opposite the Fleur de Lis pub)
Light supper provided. Free of charge
Pick up an invite in church any day.
To book a place please contact:
Revd Annie Gurner 01935 824167 or revgurner@btinternet.com
And lastly, a reminder of two very special pre-Christmas events for your diary, the Christingle service on
December 10th, 4pm at Saint Catherine’s and the Crib service on Christmas eve at Odcombe at 6pm.
Christmas morning services (9.30am Montacute and 11am Odcombe) are also family friendly and include
an activity for small children.
May I take the opportunity to pray that all our families and staff have a peace- and joy- filled Christmas,
Every Blessing
Revd Annie Gurner
01935 824167
www.hamhillchurches.org

The Friends News Letter Winter 2017
Wow what a busy start to the new school year we have had and no doubt we will keep the momentum going throughout this year as always!
Let me firstly introduce you to the new committee for this school year;
Chair- Erin Mansell
Vice Chair- Tessa Collins
Treasurer- Michelle Coombs
Secretary- Claire Laidler
We are all long standing members of the Friends and hope to continue the great work seen in
previous years. We are keen to have new parents and families join us, so please do come along
to our next meeting or catch one of us in the playground. New ideas are always welcome.
Events
We started off the year with a Story night for the KS1 children and what a lovely evening it was.
The teachers and some willing volunteers reading a few stories and a snack of milk and cookies
in between for the children. We hope to do another story night later in the school year as the children always really enjoy it.
We then moved on to one of our biggest events of the year, the Advent Fayre! The event was a
huge success raising a whopping £1,368.13 for our school, which was £143 more than last
year.... AMAZING!
Please let me take this opportunity to thank each and everyone of you for your contributions,
however big or small as we really couldn't do it without you. The Class hampers looked amazing,
the bottle stall was well stocked, the stalls were all well manned throughout the event, the setting
up and clearing away was also very well covered, so our sincere thanks once again. Whilst
thanking everyone I would also like to give special mention to the following local business and
family members that donated some amazing prizes for our raffle this year.... City Watch Leicester, Tonic Beauty Salon, Leicester, Haynes Motor Museum, Farmer Palmers, Cow and Apple,
Nuffield, Goldenstones and the Co-op.
Next events
It is a Friends tradition to hold a Christmas lunchtime Party! As I am sure you know we will be
holding this on the 19th December. There will be a few little treats for the children at the party
and possibly even a special visit.....
shhhh!
Moving onto 2018
Well, we have lots in the pipe line and we will share more in the new year when all confirmed, but
we are hoping to do some new events... how about some star gazing, a craft evening and maybe
even a fun run?! We will of course be doing these as well as our usual Valentines disco and
Easter cake sale....watch this space!
Entrepreneur club
This year we launched the Entrepreneur clubs with the school council heading it up for each
class. The Friends have given each class £20 to spend and have set the classes a challenge to
make that £20 grow throughout the year in any way they choose.
Acorn class, Class 1, Class 3 and Class 5 all had stalls and ran events at the Advent Fayre,
which were all very successful. Class 4 will be selling Pizza's on the 8th December and Class 6
will be holding a Dance-a-thon on the 19th December. Not forgetting Class 2 who will be arranging their task very soon too. We will look forward to sharing the results of these successful little
businesses with you in the near future.

Easyfundraising
Something new that we thought we would try this year, but I can honestly say I am amazed how
easy it has been to raise free money from doing nothing, but your normal shopping! It doesn't
cost you a penny extra, all you need to do is register then find your online shop and click through.
When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of their many well-known shops and sites they
give easyfundraising a commission for your purchase. They turn that into a donation and give it
to your good cause –Friends of All Saints-Montacute Ladies Walk. Easy!
So far we have raised £38.98 and bearing in mind we only started in October, this is an awesome amount, so thank you! If you haven't yet registered it’s not too late. They are currently doing another special signing up by gifting us £4 for every new member, so if all you do is sign up,
you are still helping! Please use our special code and link below to ensure we gain this exceptional offer!
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/9QI9XY/
Again before signing off I would like to thank each and everyone one of you who has contributed,
teachers & staff, parents, families, the local community and business and of course
the committee without everyone’s input we really wouldn't be able to do what we do.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Erin & The FOAS

