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Currently our
whole school
attendance is

95.6%
Please help
us reach our
target of
97%, or even
better!

Welcome back to the summer term. I hope you all had a fantastic Easter break and were able
to enjoy all the beautiful weather that we had.
During the next few months there are lots of events taking place and many opportunities for
you to come in to school to take part in activities alongside your children including: sporting,
dance and music events; the KS2 summer production; Friends of Freethorpe BBQ; and
Curiosity Cafes. We do hope to see as many of you as possible at these events throughout this
final term of the year.
Time always flies during the summer, particularly for our Year 6 pupils, who are preparing for
their final months at Primary School. This is a time of excitement and sadness, both for those
who are leaving Freethorpe, as well as those moving up to their next year groups in
September. We continue to be so proud of all the children in our school: we see them grow
and develop day by day and are so pleased they continue to enjoy their learning and
contribute positively to school life in so many different ways. The hard work that they
demonstrate daily has produced some fantastic work.
As always, if you have anything you need to discuss or need advice/support or have any concerns you are more than welcome to come in to school to speak with staff. Alternatively you
can email us using the following email
address:
office@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk
Many thanks, Mrs Houghton
Attendance:
As summer term comes around we generally start to receive more requests for leave of
absence. So that you are not disappointed if you request leave and it is not granted, we have
included the part of the Attendance Policy below that outlines the circumstances in which leave
of absence may be given:
In line with Government expectations headteachers may not grant any leave of absence
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances such as:


Service personnel returning from / scheduled to embark on a tour of duty abroad.

Where a period of leave has been recommended as part of a parent’s or child’s rehabilitation from a medical or emotional issue. Evidence may be requested from qualified professionals, such as a doctor.

Attendance at the wedding / funeral of a close family member.

A short break as a family, due to the fact that employer commitments mean that this
cannot be taken in any school holiday (including Half Terms) – evidence may be
requested from an employer
Other times when permission could be given include:

approved educational activities such as music exams

religious observance

or approved higher level sporting competitions (eg County or national representation).
The school cannot accept as an exceptional circumstance the fact that a holiday is cheaper
during term time, or for birthday treats.
Applications for leave of absence will be looked at on a case by case basis and the school will
take into consideration previous attendance records.
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Anteros Art Gallery:
As a means of promoting the schools within the county who will be taking part in the Norfolk
Open Studios, an exhibition at the Anteros Art Gallery in Norwich has been set up. We have
four pieces of work being displayed until 4pm on Saturday 4th May. Freethorpe’s work will be
displayed alongside that of other schools before coming back to our school to form a part of
our Open Studios day on 5th June. Congratulations to Chloe, Emmie, Marjorie and Millie!
If you would like to visit the gallery whilst the exhibition is still on, it is on Fye Bridge Street,
Norwich (the cathedral end of Magdalen Street).

Odin
by Marjorie

Promoting Positive Behaviour
At Freethorpe Primary we promote positive behaviours from all children and we are always
exceptionally proud of the way in which our children represent themselves when they attend
events or are out on visits.
This week, in assemblies and class, we have been learning about “respect”. We have discussed
how our actions as well as our words can display respect towards other people or the
environment that we are in. It has been fantastic to see how many children have remembered
to put the things we have discussed into practise. Team points have been awarded for many
different displays of respect this week including: how children speak to each other; unprompted use of please and thank you; polite behaviour e.g. holding the door open for someone else;
or walking down the corridor on the left hand side.
The other aspect of respect we spoke about was respecting the environment in which we live
or work in. The children recognised how they can do this within the school environment. Are
there things that they could do at home to help demonstrate respect there too?

The work we are doing with the children related to respect and positive behaviours links to our
PATHS curriculum (Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies), which is a whole school
approach to Mental Health and Well Being as a foundation for learning. One aspect of this
programme that the children really love taking part in, and I am sure you are well aware of, is
“PATHS pupil” where the children receive compliments from their peers, staff and themselves.
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School Garden Update:
As you may have seen, the Spring flowers are blooming around school—what a great job the
children have done!
In the vegetable garden, seeds are beginning to sprout and another raised bed has appeared.
The children’s on-going task is to learn how to care for their seeds now the are growing and
hopefully in a few months the first vegetables will be ready for harvest.
Parent help needed:
If you have some spare time and would like to help paint our large raised bed and surrounding
vegetable garden fence in bright colours, please let me know. A little light sanding is also
required!
Donations:
We are constantly seeking donations for our school gardens so please, if you have any of the
following that you could donate, contact the school office:

Summer bulbs

Perennial plants
Fundraising:
We will be holding several fundraising events up until the end of the school year, to raise funds
for other items which will help us develop the learning that can take place in the school
garden:

Wheelbarrow

Hand tools such as small saws, hammers, gimlets (for craft making sessions)

Rubber mallet

Minibeast pots for observations

Fire pit

Outdoor storage unit
Gardening Club:
Wednesday 1st May, our new gardening club begins led by myself and Mrs Burrows.
If you have any questions about the content in School Garden Updates please contact me
through the school office.
Thank you, Mrs Rowlands.

Just One Norfolk:
The details on the following page are a set of useful contact numbers for “Just one Norfolk” a
Norfolk based health advice website. All the content and advice is NHS approved.
The contact details provide support for a wide range of issues, relating to both children and
parents. Some aspects of the service may be more relevant to older siblings.
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Class of the Week:
Red Class—for fantastic behaviour and hard work
House Points:
Week ending 26th April 2019:

Bure

Yare

Wensum

Thurne

284

304

258

334

Golden work Certificates:
Leo

Coleman

Olivia

Jensen

Maisie

Taia

Dylan

Stanley

Layla

Frankie

Kai

Ruby

Chloe

Ivy

Kiara

Zander

Oscar

Riley

Morrison

Elsa

Bethany

Lyla

Presentation Certificates:
Freya

Beth

Well done everyone for your fantastic work!
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Thurs 2nd May 19

10-2pm Yr 5 Science day at Acle Academy

Mon 13th–Thurs 16th May 19

Year 6 SATS week

Monday 20th May 19

Yellow and Green Class Curiosity café—parents invited
into class 9:15-10:15
Year 6 cycling group 1

Tuesday 21st May 19

Class photographs

Wednesday 22nd May 19

Year 6 Cycling group 1

Thursday 23rd May 19

Year 6 Energy workshop at Carrow Road—postponed

Monday 3rd June 19

Year 6 Cycling group 2

Tuesday 4th June 19

Red and Orange Class Curiosity café—parents invited into
class 9:15-10:15

Wednesday 5th June 19

Open Studios—the school is open all day for visitors to
look at our art exhibition.

Thursday 6th June 19

Year 6 Cycling Group 2

Thursday 6th and Fri 7th Jun 19

Year 3 and 4 residential trip to Hautbois

Monday 17th June 19

Blue and Purple Class Curiosity café—parents invited into
class 9:15-10:15

Thursday 20th June 19

Year 5 maths day at Acle Academy

Monday 24th June 19

Year 5 Broads Boat Trip

Fri 28th Jun 19

Multiskills sportsday and family picnic, KS1 am KS2 pm

Tues 2nd July 19

SRE Parents Forum 2pm, all welcome
New reception pupils parent information session 4pm
Year 6 to attend Norwich Schools Book Festival

Fri 5th Jul 19

Parents Open Morning – Book Look

Mon 8th and Tues 9th Jul 19

Yr 6 transition days to Acle and Flegg

Tuesday 9th July 19

Orange Class to Norwich Castle for school exhibition

Friday 12th July

Reports sent home

Tuesday 16th Jul 19

KS2 Summer production 7pm

Wednesday 17th Jul 19

KS2 Summer production 2pm and 7pm

Weds 24th Jul 19

Leaver’s Assembly 10:30am

