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We have had a fantastic couple of weeks in school and the last few days have been
particularly creative with lots of exciting learning taking place as part of our Book Week work.
Last week saw many of our school Governors coming in to school to spend time in classrooms looking at learning and the wide range of opportunities on offer to our children. It was
really great to see the children so keen to talk about what they were learning and happily
showing their work.
This week we have seen some very cold weather and there is the possibility of further snow
falls in the next few days. In the unlikely event that we needed to close the school we would
notify you via a text message and an email. We would also put a notification on the school
website. Therefore if you have changed your mobile number or email address recently,
please can you inform the office of your new details.
Many thanks,
Mrs Houghton
News from the gardens:
Due to the cold, frosty mornings that have been occurring, the work has slowed a little in the gardens.

Instead of being outside, the children have been planting herb and flower seeds inside and
painting pebbles.
The new potting shed is nearly finished, only a few more additions and it will be ready to use.
A huge thank you to John Fleetwood for building the shed and to school and Friends of
Freethorpe for donating money to pay for the wood.

These are the new raised beds that have been built in
the school garden.

Our new potting shed is nearly weatherproof now!

In the next few weeks, the new bark for the
sensory and veg garden will be arriving. This will complete the final stage of the veg garden
re-vamp.
Over the coming months the children will be learning other skills such as..
. Tye dye using vegetables (if you have any unwanted white t shirts, please bring them into
school)
. Making a scarecrow
. Making Chutney
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Since teaching the children on Tuesday mornings as part of the school curriculum about conservation and growing food, I have seen such an eagerness and excitement to learn and help
look after the school grounds.
Without the donations and support from school, Friends of Freethorpe and John Fleetwood,
transforming the gardens into a place for outdoor learning would still be just an idea. Feedback from teachers to say how focused and refreshed the children are when returning to
class shows how outdoor learning is really important for children of all ages.
It helps the children to...
. Learn how to respect nature
. Learn how to look after their environment
. Develop confidence, self esteem and self awareness
. Develop communication skills
. Learn about team work
. Show positive health benefits mentally and physically
. Learn problem solving
The list goes on...
Did you know?
Butterflies taste with their feet.
They have taste sensors on their feet so they can tell which plants to lay their eggs on and if
the leaf is suitable for the caterpillars to eat.
Useful website:
BBC gardening for kids
Friends of Freethorpe:
1. Committee changes
We held our first meeting of 2019 on the 21st January, and welcomed Melanie Craske as our
new Chair along with Sandy Key and Anna Owen as Joint Secretary. Emily Harvey will stand
down as Treasurer at the end of the academic year, so if anyone is interested in doing the
finances, please do get in touch.
2. Fundraising
All of the Christmas events combined raised a total of £1,130, so thank you for your amazing
support. This will contribute greatly towards this year’s wish list!
We are currently aiming for new recycled plastic outdoor benches and a sound system for
the hall. These items alone will cost around £4,000. If your employer or business participates
in match giving, it would be very much appreciated if you would consider applying to
support FoF.
Last year, Anna entered FoF in to the co-op green token scheme. Thanks to everyone who
voted for FoF, and for Anna for entering us to the scheme - we have been awarded with £200
for Nursery. They have a new noticeboard arriving soon!
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3. Events coming up:
- 14th February : Valentines disco - times to be confirmed.
- 26th & 27th February : Parents evening, FoF will be providing tea and coffee in the library
for a small donation. There will also be a second hand clothing sale.
Any help is very much appreciated for either event.
4. Thank you!
We have a few Thank You’s to make......
Mrs George has run the lottery for several years and has raised over £1,600 for FoF, thank
you Mrs George for running this.
A thank you to Adrian Ditcham for doing the lights at the Christmas shopping night, a fabulous display.
Thank you to Trudie Cunningham for being the FoF Secretary and for all your efforts.
Finally a thank you to Tracey Bean who was Chair for a number of years and has given so
much of her time to all of the school community.
5. Get in touch.....
If you have any feedback on any of the events (frequency or content)
or ideas you would like to share, please do speak to any member of FoF.... or you can now
email us : friendsoffreethorpe@gmail.com
Collection of Batteries:
As you are aware we are collecting used batteries for recycling. We now have a large collection box in
our entrance hall where you can place any used batteries. These will then be collected from school for
recycling.

Class updates:
Yellow Class: We were so impressed by how many children in Yellow class wanted to perform the individual poems they had chosen, to the rest of the children in our in-school
speech festival. The children were fabulous in both these individual poems and our class
poem ‘Norfolk’.
We have been exploring what helps to keep us healthy and discussed the different food
groups and which of these foods are healthy and those that are a ‘treat’. We have begun to
look at traditional tales for book week and will be exploring aspects of story language
through activities such as role play and small world stories.
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Green Class have been learning about measurement within Maths. We have also been learning about Chinese New Year and children enjoyed
tasting different types of Chinese Food. For Book
Week, pupils have been enjoying learning about the
story of Mary Poppins. This week we will be watching
the film, listening to the story and creating art work
linked to the story of Mary Poppins.
In Red Class we have been looking at Islam and we are
excited to go on our trip to the mosque and the cathedral. In maths in year 3s have adding and subtracting in column
addition and year 2s have been doing the same on a number
line. In English we have been doing lots of amazing work about
"The Green Ship" by Quentin Blake. We have written character
descriptions and made predictions. We are going to look at
book reviews in the next week.

It's Book Week and lots of exciting things are happening at
school. Blue and Orange Class have been visited by The Flying Shop of Imagination in which
they have been using art, drama and text to write stories. They have been creating stories
that include magical shoes and they have had lots of fun making 3D models of shoes with
modroc. Their work will be shown at The Forum in June, more details to follow!

Purple Class have been having lots
of fun exploring the lives of Viking
invaders and the Norse mythological worlds. We created super quick
poems called Kennings which use
only two words for each line. The
first word is a noun, the second a
verb and the poem creates a mini
riddle for the reader work out. Here
are some examples about Vikings—
”Longship paddler”, “Homestead
looter”, “Rune user”, “Odin
worshipper” and “Axe wielder”.
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Key Stage 2 Science
Over the last 2 weeks we have been looking at leaves in Science. We have tried to draw them
accurately and to practise using a microscope to look at them in more detail. The holly leaves
proved to be a 'prickly' investigation where we tried to see if there was a relationship between the number of spikes and the length of the leaf using a scattergram. The pupils discussed their results and looked for any anomalies.

PE:
Green Class have been working on Multi skills lessons in PE.
Purple have been working in Gym on creating and performing their own sequences including
elements of their choice.
Red have been doing Multi skills too. The children have to organise their activity within the
group and are responsible for timing the activity.

Book Week:
As part of Book Week we have the Travelling Book Fair in school all week. The children will
already have had a chance to a look at the books in school time but they are able to bring
money in to purchase them all week.
On Friday the children (and staff!) are able to come in to school dressed as characters from
their favourite books. There is no charge for this event and we are all looking forward to
seeing the fabulous outfits that I am sure will arrive!
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Reminder—Monday 4th February Year 5 and 6 Residential Trip meeting 3pm
There will be a short meeting with staff from Manor Adventure on Monday 4th February at
3pm. Unfortunately this meeting is being held at short notice. However, if you are unable to
make the session we will be able to give you all the information that is shared and weblinks to
enable to see what will be on offer during the Year 5 and 6 residential, which is being held from
3rd-5th April 2019.
Chairs—Free to a good home!!!!
We have replaced the chairs in both Purple and Orange Class in recent weeks. Therefore we
have the old classroom chairs available. They are free to a good home and will be allocated on
a first come, first served basis. Although they are well used, they still have life in them! Purple
Class chairs are suitable for adults to use comfortably whilst the Orange Class chairs are slightly
smaller. Please speak to the office if you are interested in collecting any chairs.
Help for the Homeless:
My name is Alfie and I am in Year 6. During the Christmas holidays I went out to Norwich with
my family and I saw a lot of homeless people and people who looked very cold. I wanted to
find a way to help some of these people. Therefore I wondered if you had any old blankets,
sleeping bags or duvets if you would donate them to us and we will take them to a charity in
Norwich as soon as possible. Any donations that you have, please bring in to the school office
and my mum and I will collect them from there.
Many thanks,
Alfie
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Class of the Week:
Purple Class – for fantastic PE and great team work when building structures in Design and Technology.
House Points:
Week ending 18th January 2019

Bure
108

Yare
170

Wensum
158

Thurne
148

Yare
188

Wensum
157

Thurne
159

Week ending 25th January 2019

Bure
149

Golden work Certificates:
Isla
Brooke
Mason
Alice
Jensen
Elliott

Tyler
Faith
Theo

Poppy
Pete
Millie

Macsen
Jessica
Oscar

Kiara
Eliza
Tedde

Presentation Certificates:
Salvador
Stanley

Jacob

Gracie

Eleanor

Grace

Well done everyone for your fantastic work!
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Monday 4th Feb 19

Year 5 & 6 meeting for parents re: residential 3pm

Monday 11th Feb 19

Year 4 and 6—road safety talks in school from Norfolk County Council

Tuesday 26th Feb 19

Red and Orange Class to Norwich Cathedral and Mosque
Parents Evening 2:30-7:30pm

Wednesday 27th Feb 19

Parents Evening 4 – 5:30pm

Tuesday 19th March 19

Yellow and Green class Norwich cathedral workshop in school

Weds 3rd Apr—5th Apr

Year 5/6 residential to Manor Adventure

Thurs May 2nd 19

10-2pm Yr 5 Science day at Acle Academy

Mon 13th–Thurs 16th May 19

Year 6 SATS week

Tuesday 21st May 19

Class photographs

Thursday 23rd May 19

Year 6 Energy workshop at Carrow Road

Thursday 6th and Fri 7th Jun 19

Year 3 and 4 residential trip to Hautbois

Fri 28th Jun 19

Multiskills sportsday and family picnic, KS1 am KS2 pm

Fri 6th Jul 19

Parents Open Morning – Book Look

Mon 8th and Tues 9th Jul 19

Yr 6 transition days to Acle and Flegg

Friday 12th July

Reports sent home

Tuesday 16th Jul 19

KS2 Summer production 7pm

Wednesday 17th Jul 19

KS2 Summer production 2pm and 7pm

Weds 24th Jul 19

Leaver’s Assembly 10:30am

2018/19 Term dates:
Saturday 16th February
Monday 25th February
Saturday 6th April
Tuesday 23rd April
Monday 6th May
Saturday 25th May
Monday 3rd June
Wednesday 24th July
Wednesday 4th September

First day of half term break
Pupils return to school
First day of Easter holiday
Pupils return to school
Bank Holiday
First day of half term break
Pupils return to school
3:30 School closes for summer holiday
Pupils return to school for new academic year

