Freethorpe Primary and Nursery School
Contact us: office@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk 01493 700215
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Congratulations to all who took part in the Great Freethorpe Bake Off. There was an amazing
array of baking - some of which we have sampled in the staffroom! It has been a hugely successful event, which we will definitely be repeating and even included a slightly worrying depiction of me on one of the cakes!
We will soon be contacting parents about plans for residential school trips over the next 2
years. We are considering making slight adjustments to how we do this and the type of opportunities we give, but broadly speaking the children will receive as many opportunities as
they have in the past. It is one of the most important parts of a child's education (and one of
my favourite parts!) and fully intend to offer Year 5 and 6 a residential trip this school year
and details will follow soon.
We are nearly at the end of my first term at Freethorpe and I would like to express my thanks
to all of our children, the staff and school community for showing such commitment and enthusiasm in making it a very successful term. There will always be more that we can do and
we will continue to evolve what we do in the new year and I look forward to beginning our
new federation formally in January. On the subject of which, we have had lots of good suggestions for naming our federation, but there is still a little more time available. Please can
you have any suggestions to the school office or directly to me by the end of this week.
Have a lovely Christmas!
Mr A...
News from the gardens:
Over the past few weeks weather has been a little wet and cold but the children from Red
and Blue Class have persevered. More beds have been made, filled with compost and garlic
and red onions have now been planted.
The harvesting of our existing cops has been very exciting for the children, especially the
Brussels sprouts and broccoli.
More daffodil and tulip bulbs have been planted around school so Spring time should give a
very colourful display.
Top Tip:

Don’t forget to cover any frost sensitive plants ready for the change in weather and lift
tender species such as begonias and dahlias—store them in trays of dry compost or
sand.
Christmas is coming...Did you know?

Brussels Sprouts were cultivated in Brussels in the 16th Century

Britons eat more Brussels sprouts than anyone else in Europe

Sprouts contain high levels of Vitamin A + C

80g of sprouts contain four times more vitamin C than an orange

There are more than 110 different varieties of
sprouts

A team of scientists and local school children used
the energy from 1000 Brussels sprouts to light up a
Christmas tree in London!

The most Brussels sprouts eaten in 1 minute is 31!
Merry Christmas!
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Friends of Freethorpe:
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We held our annual Christmas Shopping evening last Friday. Thanks to everyone who came
along and supported the evening, we are still finalising the money and expect it to be around
£300, we’d like to extend a huge thank you to Emily Harvey for managing the event this year
as well as Anna Owen, Sam Buckley, Sandy Key and Kayley Errington for their help on the
night!
Next up on our events is the Christmas Fayre next week. Please if you can spare half an hour
can you volunteer to run a stall or the refreshment stand. As always we are dependant on
your kindness and help to run these events and so far we only have a couple of offers of help;
to ensure the event runs smoothly we desperately need more people, and please please
please, the more offers we have means it’s easier to do and also ALL the committee get to go
around with their children at some point too!
Thanks to all of you that have donated a little something to the tombola and hamper so far,
the collection box is still on the chairs outside the office if you have a donation for it. There’s
still time to buy and send in your raffle tickets, please give all money and unsold tickets to the
office and lastly, we appreciate all the hard work that went in to the bake off competition run
by school this week, they were all amazing and if you aren’t swearing off baking ever again,
we would really appreciate some things to sell on the refreshment stand... Lastly we also
need help to set up on the day from 12.30pm, please let us know if you can help out in any of
these ways.
We are looking forward to the face painter, Santa and live reindeers this year.. don’t forget
we open at 2pm and you are welcome to bring family along and collect your children from
classes and go around with them. If you can’t make it, please speak to your class teachers
where they, as always, try their best to get groups of children around.
The last event of the term is the disco which opens at 6-7pm for Nursery and KS1 and 7-8pm
for KS2. Come along and dazzle us in your Christmas outfits!
Lastly, we would like to extend a special note of thanks to Dean Cooper, who entered Friends
of Freethorpe into a community fund at his work and Shell have kindly donated £262. Thank
you so very much!
Happy Christmas everyone!
Friends of Freethorpe
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Fundraising:
This term you have been fantastic in your support of the range of charities that we have been
fundraising for. The children have loved taking part in the different events and particularly
loved the sponsored walk/run where they were super keen to be completing their laps each
day!
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The totals have been increasing daily but at present we have raised:

£259.31 from our Macmillan Cake Sale
£162.94 for the Poppy Appeal
£1261.65 for our sponsored walk
(the money from this is to be split between Children in Need and the
school, where it will be spent on PE equipment)

Freethorpe Bake Off:
There was a fantastic range of amazing cakes brought in to school on Monday morning. Both
children and adults had obviously given up a lot of their weekend time to create some masterpieces. They all looked amazing and the judging was a very hard task. The overall winners of
Freethorpe Cake Off were:
KS1 - Freya G
KS2 - Mia and Theo
Nursery - Lily O
Parent - Sam Clark
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Parents Phonics Session:
Mrs Branch and Mrs Davies will hold a Phonics information session for parents of children in
Yellow and Green class on Tuesday January 15th at 9.15am. This will detail the next phase of
teaching phonics for the children in Reception and information about the phonics screening
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Class updates
Nursery have been joining the whole
school in their hand washing scheme,
learning the importance of washing
hands.
For many of Yellow class this will be
worked hard to

their first Nativity and the children have

learn the songs and enjoyed practising with the older children in KS1, especially going on
stage! The children are really looking forward to wearing their costumes so thank you for all
your efforts with this. We hope you will enjoy our performances next week. We have
continued to discuss ways to keep healthy as part of our Science exploring finding germs on
our hands and around the classroom using a glitter bug lotion! This helped the children to
see where the germs really lingered and helped to support thorough effective hand washing.
Green Class have been enjoying practising the Nativity over the last week. They have also continued to follow Empiribox Science lessons. One of these lessons has been about health and
hygiene which has developed children's understanding of washing their hands and has linked
to the school being part of the Dettol Handwashing scheme. We have also enjoyed meeting
Ethan the Bearded Dragon in class and learning about what he needs to stay healthy! Children
will continue to develop their understanding of animal habitats after Christmas.

In red class we have been learning all about Hygge for our winter
topic. We have been inspired to create art pieces and to look at the
story of The Emperor's New Clothes written by Hans Christian Anderson. We have had a Hygge afternoon where children could
draw, colour, write, play board games and drink hot chocolate!!!
Orange class have enjoyed decorating ready for Christmas. Each
child made a paper Christmas tree and contributed to the paper chains. As our Christmas craft
we have made cuddly reindeer and clay tree decorations. These are for sale at £1 each. We are
finishing off our Roman project by thinking about their legacy answering the question- What
did the Romans do for Britain?
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Blue Class have been enjoying writing in their new ‘writing corner’. We have been writing for
pleasure and love it! The Christmas decorations are up and we have also been lighting the menorah for Chanukah. We are looking forward to learning all about Hygge and will be practising
some wellbeing and mindfulness activities.
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Purple Class have been continuing their work on non-fiction genres as well as developing their
understanding of perimeter and area. They have also been creative with clay, preparing festive
decorations for the Christmas Fair next week.

Science Key Stage 2
We have been looking at different aspects to chemical reactions.
Using rhubarb we found out that the larger the surface area the
quicker the chemical reaction took place. Burning iron wool produced a beautiful demonstration and allowed pupils to find out
that the mass can increase when a substance is burnt.

Sports report from Isabelle E and Chloe H
On Friday 23rd November we held an Intra school competition with Blue and Purple class. They
did 3 sports; High Five Netball, Basketball shooting and Cross Country. All of these activities
were going on at the same time, Mrs George with Netball, one of the student teachers from
Purple class, Mr Miller, with Basketball shooting and Mrs Kohler was ‘running’ the Cross country (get it running!).
In Cross country just over 20 children took part, in Basketball 6 children and 20 in Netball. The
children were very supportive of their teammates also extremely encouraging. The children all
excelled in their sports.
Overall Blue and Purple enjoyed participating in the sports and despite being worn out, enjoyed the opportunity to take part.
From Mrs George
The results have now been totaled and Purple won overall.
The Netball competition was a complete draw, both in game points and goals scored. The Basketball was closely contended and Purple just ‘shot’ past Blue and the Cross country was again
quite close with Purple just pipping Blue to the final line.
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Clubs:
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Reminder—all clubs will end on Thursday 13th December. If you wish your child to be looked
after beyond 3:30 on Friday 14th, Monday 17th or Tuesday 18th Out of School Care with Mr
Woodhouse and Miss Castro is available. If your child does not normally attend on these days
please ensure that you have notified the office prior to the day you require additional care.
Many thanks.
Christmas Jumpers:
On Friday 14th December we have our school Christmas Fair. So the children feel in the festive
mood our annual Christmas Jumper day will coincide with this date. The children may wear
their Christmas Jumpers and non-school uniform. There will not be any donations asked for on
this day, as it is not a fundraising event.
Christmas Dinner:
Thank you for returning your forms for pre-ordering the Christmas lunch for the children on
Thursday 13th December. Please note that no other school dinner options are available on
that day. If you have not pre-ordered a lunch for 13th December then please ensure that your
child brings a packed lunch to school with them.
Thankyou!
Christmas Cards:
Class Christmas cards are still available to purchase from the school office. Mrs Thrower and
Mrs Morris have been busy packing up orders this week! If you wish to purchase any more
Christmas cards please let us know as soon as possible—the sample cards are on display in the
entrance hall.
Reminder—Key Stage 2 Christmas Concert:
All children in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be taking part in our annual Christmas concert at
Halvergate Church on Wednesday 12th December. The concert begins at 7pm and doors will
be open from 6:45pm.
Please ensure the children wear school uniform with some warm layers. It will be a fun
evening filled with festive songs and performances.
Reminder—Key Stage 1 Nativity performances:
The children have been busy practising for their Nativity: learning lines; sing the songs and
gathering together costumes. We are looking forward to the performances which will take
place in the school hall next week:
Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th December at 2pm
Nursery Nativity:
The Nursery Nativity and Christmas Party will be taking place on Tuesday 18th December at
2:30pm.
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We had some fantastic feedback from the Shakespeare School’s Foundation about the Year 6’s
performance earlier this half term. It is always great to hear what other people who work with
our children thought of their work and all our performers are exceptionally proud!
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I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to Freethorpe Community Primary
School for your fantastic production of Romeo and Juliet as part of the 2018 Shakespeare Schools Festival. It was a brilliant night of theatre, and I’d like to highlight just a
few elements that really stood out.
What an original idea to transport us to the world of the Wild, Wild, West! Through
strong teamwork in a brilliant movement sequence, it was clear to see the two fighting
families. It was also clear to see how each of your characters felt using strong facial
expression and body language.
I thought you all had fantastic focus and intention and throughout the story, managed to create incredible tension between these two opposing groups.
The use of props in this piece was particularly effective; the beautiful exchange of
scarfs between Romeo and Juliet, the sword fighting scenes and the families taking
off their hats in mourning, were all very clear gestures to support your strong storytelling.
The stage pictures you created as a cast were really captivating and strong, the last
scene of the families reconciling was very touching and it was clear to see individual
characters and feelings in that scene.
A touching, thought-provoking performance of Romeo & Juliet which transported
us to another world.
Performing Shakespeare’s words on a professional stage takes courage, resilience,
and imagination.
You and your teachers should all incredibly proud of what you have achieved.
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Class of the Week:
Orange Class – for great PE and Music lessons
Red Class – for being fantastic at lining up in alphabetical order
House Points:
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Week ending 30th November:

Bure
150

Yare
178

Wensum
111

Thurne
170

Yare
127

Wensum
179

Thurne
230

Week ending 16th November:

Bure
233

Golden work Certificates:
Dolly
Macsen
Tatenda
Sammy
Poppy L
Timmy

Evelyn
Dylan
Tariro
Daisy
Alfie Ho
Jessica

Kaitlyn
Hugo
Oliver E
Archie C
Taylor
Kaitlyn S

Presentation Certificates:
Jazmine
Matthew Darcy

Beth
Punya
Noah
Isabelle
Ethan E
Grace H

Kiara
Lyla
Maisie
Ellie
Ellie M
Tilly B

Elsa
Darcy
Zander
Jessica Ba
Jennifer
Nivani

Mason
Freya G
Sienna
Chloe C
Jacob O

Poppy
Alice
Jessica
Harry

Cooper

Jake

Daisy St

Zoe B

Millie

Well done everyone for your fantastic work!
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Useful Dates: (Updates will be highlighted)

Contents of this
newsletter
School Garden
Update
Friends of
Freethorpe
Fundraising
Freethorpe Cake
Off!
Phonics Session
Class updates
Clubs
Christmas Jumpers
Christmas Dinner
Christmas cards
Year 6 Shakespeare
Christmas Concert
and Nativity
 Class of the Week
and House Points
 Golden Work and
Presentation
Certificates
 School dates

Friday 7th December

Open Classrooms from 3:10pm to 3:30pm

Monday 10th December

Nativity – Reception, Year 1 and 2, 2pm

th

Tuesday 11 December

Nativity – Reception, Year 1 and 2, 2pm

Wednesday 12th December

All KS2 pupils Christmas Concert at Halvergate Church 7pm

th

Thursday 13 December

School Christmas Lunch

Friday 14th December

Christmas Fayre 2pm

Tuesday 18th December

Nursery Christmas Party & Nativity Play. 2.30pm

Monday 17th December

School Disco from 6pm – date change

Tuesday 15th January 19

Phonics Parents Information Session 9:15am

Mon 28th Jan– 1st Feb

Book Week

Tuesday 26th Feb 19

Parents Evening 2:30-7:30pm

Wednesday 27th Feb 19

Parents Evening 4 – 5:30pm

Thurs May 2nd 19

10-2pm Yr 5 Science day at Acle Academy

Mon 13th–Thurs 16th May 19

Year 6 SATS week

Tuesday 21st May 19

Class photographs

Thursday 23rd May 19

Year 6 Energy Workshop

Fri 28th Jun 19

Multiskills sportsday and family picnic, KS1 am KS2 pm

Fri 6th Jul 19

Parents Open Morning – Book Look

Mon 8th and Tues 9th Jul 19

Yr 6 transition days to Acle and Flegg

Friday 12th July

Reports sent home

Tuesday 16th Jul 19

KS2 Summer production 7pm

Wednesday 17th Jul 19

KS2 Summer production 2pm and 7pm

Weds 24th Jul 19

Leaver’s Assembly 10:30am

2018/19 Term dates:
Thursday 6th September
Thursday 18th October
Monday 29th October
Wednesday 19th December
Thursday 3rd January
Saturday 16th February
Monday 25th February
Saturday 6th April
Tuesday 23rd April
Monday 6th May
Saturday 25th May
Monday 3rd June
Wednesday 24th July

Pupils return to school
First day of half term break
Pupils return to school
First day of Christmas holiday
Pupils return to school
First day of half term break
Pupils return to school
First day of Easter holiday
Pupils return to school
Bank Holiday
First day of half term break
Pupils return to school
3:30 School closes for summer holiday

