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Happy Autumn/Winter and welcome to our newsletter!   

 

Thank you to those of you who have responded to my call for help in naming our new federation, we 

have had some interesting suggestions so far and would welcome as many as possible to ensure we 

get it right!  So please keep them coming.   

 

You will have noticed that the playground is being dug up at the moment.  This is to correct important 

historical issues with the drains, and will be resolved soon so we can get back to using the full play-

ground, without it flooding.  In other premises news, the craft block (Orange and Blue Classes) is being 

surveyed soon and we will have a plan in place for upgrading it by Christmas, which will then leave just 

the final negotiations to ensure the correct funding (it’s a bit of Brexit negotiation but we are nearly 

there!)  I hope to have the work completed by the summer term. 

 

I have recently agreed to a very impressive presentation from a group of upper key stage 2 girls to 

have a fundraising event to support two charities.  They worked extremely hard and made a very 

grown up presentation, which I was delighted by.  You will soon be hearing from them all about the 

day which will be happening in February. 

As ever, please come and see myself, Mrs Houghton or Mrs Branch if we can help with anything. 

Yours sincerely, Mr A…  Executive Headteacher 

News from the gardens: 

So many generous people support our school and in the last newsletter I thanked the busi-

nesses who have donated towards our revamped vegetable garden. This week, I would like 

to extend the list even further by saying a huge thank you to David from the Parish Council 

and Bailey’s from Hevingham for donating a large pallet of compost for our raised beds. Also, 

to Bulbs4kids for sending out 600 daffodil, tulip, crocus and grape hyacinth bulbs along with 

35 work books, 10 trowels and 15 plant labels. These bulbs are currently being planted 

around school by  the children from Red and Blue Class. 

 

Work is still continuing in the vegetable garden, removing the old bark and building raised 

beds. Once the garden is completed we will be working on our sensory garden. 

Here are some of the projects planned for 2019… 

 Replace raised beds in the sensory garden and fill with perennial and annual plants 

 Set up different sensory areas using materials and plants for touch, smell and sight 

 Make a wigwam/sheltered area in the sensory area 

    A busy time ahead! 

 

Did you know… 

 Potato comes from the Spanish word “patata” 

 In 1996 the first vegetables taken in to space on the space shuttle Columbia were  

potato plants 

 During the Second World War fish and chips were one of the few foods not to be ra-

tioned! 

 In 1845 to 1849, the Great Famine hit Ireland. Potato crops failed de to a disease called 

“blight”  which affected potatoes so badly they were unfit to eat. People went hungry. 

More than 1 million people starved to death. Many more became sick. Over 1 million 

people emigrated. 

 

Don’t forget...now is the time to start planting you Spring bulbs! 
 

mailto:office@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk


Wednesday 21st November 2018 

Freethorpe Primary and Nursery School 
Contact us: office@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk   01493 700215 

Contents of this 

newsletter 

 School Garden Up-

date 

 Friends  of  

Freethorpe 

 Remembrance Tree 

Planting 

 Class updates 

 Christmas Dinner 

 Christmas Cards 

 Return of  

permission slips 

 PE Kit  

 Hand washing  

 Class of the Week 

and House Points 

 Golden Work and 

Presentation Cer-

tificates 

 School dates 

 

 

Friends of Freethorpe: 

Dates: 24th November  - Trip to Westfield 

   30th November  - Christmas craft and gift shopping evening at 7pm 

   14th December - Christmas Fayre  at 2pm 

   17th December  - Christmas Disco at 6pm 

We are looking forward to lots of independent retailers coming into school on the 30th No-

vember for what promises to be another lovely event, come along, browse and support our 

stallholders. You can have a bite to eat with The Wrap Bar too who will be serving meat and 

vegetarian dishes by the entrance. Doors open at 7pm. 

The Christmas Fayre is Friday 14th December and preparations are well under way. Grand 

Draw tickets are being sent home this week, please could you return any unwanted books or 

monies and stubs to the office before the day of the Fayre. The donations box is outside the 

office, if you are able to pop in a gift for hampers or tombolas, chocolate or any other small 

items we would be very grateful. This year families will be able to meet real Reindeers, have 

their faces painted, meet Father Christmas in his grotto and join in with the games in various 

classes. Of course there will be refreshments too, and if you are able to make a cake or some 

biscuits for this all help would be really appreciated. All your family and friends are welcome 

to come along and if you are not able to make it on the day but would like your child to join 

in with the occasion, please talk to your class teachers who will endeavour to do their best as 

always to get your children around the event.  

We are as always in need of adult help to run the stalls, please could anyone available for 

short bouts of help let the committee or the office know, without your support we really 

can’t run such a big occasion. Mrs George has been the elf in the Grotto for many years but is 

unable to carry on, is there any one who can help with the excitement and be an elf for a 

couple of hours? 

Last Friday held the Friends of Freethorpe AGM and as no one came forward to be Secretary, 

Chair or Co-Chair, it does now sadly mean we are without a proper committee. Events will 

still run up to Christmas as planned and further onwards is unknown. if you are able to help 

out with your Friends PTA do please come forward, this doesn’t mean you need to spend all 

your free time school, a few hours here and there over the year is really all it takes and with 

more committee members it can be even less than that.  

Fundraising is a vital part of our school and over the years we have provided lots of large and 

vital pieces of equipment for our children. All 30 iPads, covers and charging units, a mobile 

laptop trolley, a portable interactive screen, a music system, the outside wooden classroom, 

are all a few of the things we, with your help and support have given our children to use 

within school. Every year we supplement the coach costs for school outings, and fund all the 

coach cost for the leavers trip to Pleasurewood Hills, provided popcorn and food for class 

parties, toys, a gazebo and we have given each classroom £100 spending money just for their 

own use. From this £100 the teachers and children have benefited from new books, art sup-

plies, toys and games, theatrical events within school, special events based around topics, a 

den, board games and other equipment just for their class use. We help to buy items around 

the gardens and grounds, such as wooden beds, compost and plants, a buddy bench and try 

to support Andrea and John with Tree Warden club where possible as well. 

Over this last school year we have provided 2 new netball posts, a new set of extending hur-

dles, Lego for Bricks club, a CD disc of KS1 nativity, photographs from the Year 6 leavers dis-

co, a portable induction hob, various bikes and scooters in nursery, a four sided painting ea-

sel, a chalkboard, fine motor toys, 2 sand and water tables, giant foam blocks, signage,  
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mended the slide in Yellow class, Time tracker visual timers, a dark den and light up writing 

boards for SEN help, a whole classroom sized set of musical instruments and lots more.  

Looking ahead we have been and are saving to furnish the school with wireless microphones 

and new benches for the grounds, and have agreed to buy an incubator set for chick hatching 

and a large timeline board for the corridor and we continue to pledge to support the costs of 

your children’s trips away from school.  

As Chair of Friends over the last few years, there has been no bigger reward for me than be-

ing a part of our school, I have been privileged to see first hand the dedication and care from 

staff  towards our children and how grateful they are for the support from families, they real-

ly do go above and beyond and as a committee Friends of Freethorpe tries to support that. 

Your committee is a small set of people who generously give some of their time to for your 

children, but imagine what we could do with larger numbers. Every time I wander into class 

asking for help in some way the staff are always ready to say yes, however we rely on your 

help and support from home to match the staff enthusiasm and there is no better way of do-

ing that than helping out in a little way.  

Can you or a grandparent offer to read with the children in class? Can you spare 45 mins eve-

ry month or two to attend a meeting to record and type up minutes? Can you (and some 

friends) organise one event per year? Can you spare half an hour running one game or 

stand? Can you shop at Bookers or Makro for the 3 disco’s a year? Can you type up a letter? 

Can you paint a box or wrap up prizes for fayres? Can you make a poster for an event? Each 

job is small but if you could spare a little bit of your day or evening to help it really does less-

en the load. Friends of Freethorpe for me, has been such a rewarding thing to do, I knew no-

one before joining and it gave me an easier way to connect with people and to see my chil-

dren occasionally during school time. I am so grateful  for the friendships made and knowing 

that in a small way, I helped; if you have any thoughts of joining I urge you to do it, you won’t 

regret it. Your committee members are happy to chat to you about anything involved and 

moving forwards we are desperately in need of a Secretary and Chair or Co-Chair to keep on 

going. 

Without your support  and help none of what Friends has achieved would be possible, I 

would like to extend a personal and heartfelt thank you to all of you and your families for 

supporting our events that enable us to do all of this for our children, we really do make a 

difference!  

Kind regards 

Tracey Bean 

Remembrance Tree Planting: 

About 80 years ago an old English species apple tree, a Norfolk Royal, was planted in the con-

servation garden of our lovely school and we believe it was planted as a memorial to the pu-

pils’ fathers who gave their lives in the First World War. 

  

Despite caring for the tree and improving its health, it sadly blew down during a gale a couple 

of years ago.  Your Tree Wardens, Andrea Rowlands and John Fleetwood, then had the idea 

of replacing the tree to mark the centenary of the ending of that war.  A request to the Ap-

ples and Orchards Project resulted in the donation of a Norfolk Royal and a fine specimen it 

is. 
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So it was that on Friday 10 November 2018, the Freethorpe Junior Tree Wardens and KS1/

KS2 children joined Andrea and John for the planting of the replacement memorial tree, adja-

cent to the site of the tree that blew down.  The Reverend Lorna Allies, who was accompa-

nied by her husband, conducted a short, simple, but moving service and lead the congrega-

tion in a full two minutes silence which the children observed impeccably.  It was a credit to 

the school and, above all, to the children themselves.  Those brave souls would have been so 

proud of their descendants. 

  

The school financed the memorial plaque shown below to accompany the tree. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So make sure that you take a look 

at the tree next time you visit the 

school and let’s hope that it 

adorns the conservation garden 

for eighty years as its predeces-

sor did.  
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Class updates: 

The children in  Nursery have been exploring their new water wall.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yellow class enjoyed completing sponsored laps for Children in Need and linked to this we 

have been discussing ways to keep healthy around exercise. We also linked practising ball 

skills to this and have been practising throwing and catching large balls and kicking a ball to 

a partner accurately. Year 1 explored more information about our hearts and pulse rate as 

part of their Science learning. We enjoyed learning about other cultures discussing Diwali 

and looked at Rangoli pattern and recreating our own patterns. We have extended this in 

Maths to explore the difference between 2D and 3D shape and we are beginning to learn the 

names of a range of these shapes as well as using some language to describe them. 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils within Green Class enjoyed a workshop run by Norwich Cathedral.  Within the work-

shop they learnt about Florence Nightingale and the important work which she carried out in 

hospitals.  Pupils had the opportunity to dress up in different clothes from this period of time 

and also learn about the medicines which she helped make and how she helped patients in 

hospital. 
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Class updates: 

In Red Class we have been learning our Roman numerals up to 12. Then using our knowledge 

we then created Roman coins. In English we have been looking at different types of  

sentences and used these to write postcards from Rome.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Orange class have enjoyed writing a battle cry for Boudicca or a Roman legionary. They then used 

Morfo Booth on the Ipads and recorded themselves making an animated character deliver their 

speech. We have been learning to use the 'bus stop' method of short division and thinking about divi-

sion as grouping.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Class have enjoyed reading Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo.  They have written battle 
speeches which they have been practising at home.   
 
Here is an extract from Grace’s battle speech: 
Brothers and sisters of Heorot, it is time….time we fight for our freedom and freedom you will 
get.  I may be a normal villager but I still want to slay that beast as much as you do. 
For twelve long, cold winters, we have had to suffer the terrifying thing that must have made 
your heart pound so fast.   
No more shall we hang our heads.  No more shall we be imprisoned.  I know the beast is the 
most death-dealing thing you can ever imagine but we are brave, courageous and unstoppa-
ble.  We will stand together.   
Are you with me?  ARE YOU WITH ME?  Now come and join and let the battle commence. 
 
Would you dare to go into battle with Beowulf?  
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Class updates: 

Purple Class spent time thinking about Remembrance Sunday and 

in advance of 11th November they painted poppy rocks which will 

be placed within the base of the memorial tree that has been 

planted in the school garden. 

 

 

We have also been creating non-chronological reports and challenged ourselves to use a 

wide range of high level vocabulary. We used a random word generator to encourage us to 

use  interesting sentence starters. Can you start a sentence using the words below? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 Science. 

Science has been going with a 'bang' recently. We were looking at 

the speed of chemical reactions. The first one was very slow - rusting 

of a nail. However the last one was very quick and literally went with 

a 'bang' when the  lid was blown off a can in a demonstration. The 

small particles of icing sugar caught fire explosively. 

Freethorpe Bake Off: 

Please don’t forget that we are looking for your fantastic bakes on Monday 3rd December. Full 

details of the competition and fundraising activity were sent out last week. The more creative 

you are the better your chance of winning your category! 

Thank you... 

We have been very grateful for all the tokens 

people have put in the Freethorpe pot at local 

supermarkets. As a result of seeing the 

school’s name in Martham, we have received a 

very generous donation of a set of  outdoor 

scales. They are made from former pallets and 

allow the children to carry out practical maths 

in their outdoor play and learning area. Thank 

you very much to The House of Pallets. 
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Christmas Dinner: 

Earlier this week we sent home letters with the booking slips for the school Christmas din-

ner. The dinner is on Thursday 13th December however we need to have all reply slips  

returned by Monday 3rd December. Therefore please can you ensure that the office have 

you slip on time—there will be no school dinners available on the day, it is pre-booked only. 

Many thanks. 

Christmas Cards: 

We are hoping to have proofs for our school Christmas cards back towards the end of this 

week. They will be put on display in the entrance hall, as well as being sent home with the 

order forms. If you would like to order packs please use the order forms that will come 

home shortly and return it as soon as possible. The pictures used on the cards are designed 

by all the children in each of the classes so they mean something to everyone. 

General Permission Slips: 

Last week we sent home a form outlining the general permissions covering a range of  

different  criteria. It is important that we receive these back in school as soon as possible. If 

you did not receive a form, please let Lyn in the office know and we can arrange for another 

copy to be sent home. 

PE Kit: 

We have been noticing that there is an increase in the number of children who do not have 

their PE kit in school every day. Although we try to keep PE to specified days there are times 

when plans change dues to the weather or events such as the building work currently taking 

place on the playground. Therefore it is really important that all children have a full change 

of clothes in school all week.  

As the weather is becoming colder the children will need to have tracksuit trousers and a 

jumper as well as the usual shorts and t-shirts. We will still always try to do PE outside so it 

is vital that the children are appropriately dressed. 

For those KS2 children who go swimming, their kit must be in school on Wednesdays and 

should include their swimwear as well as a hat and a towel. 

Handwashing and staying well: 

It is the time of year when there are lots of colds and bugs around. We are always keen to try 

and ensure the children stay as well as possible and are encouraging the children to keep 

their hands clean to prevent the spread of germs. We would be grateful if you could also  

encourage this at home. If your child is unwell please let the office know first thing in the 

morning. You will have received a letter on Tuesday explaining about our trial project with 

Dettol which is looking at the impact handwashing has  on attendance. It will be interesting 

to look at our results, which we will share with you later this term. 

Additionally regularly checking of your child’s hair will help us to minimise the spread of head 

lice in school.  
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Class of the Week: 

Red Class – for fantastic independent writing and model behaviour around the school 

Orange Class – for great PE lessons and politeness with each other and staff 

House Points: 

Week ending 9th November: 

 
 

Week ending 16th November: 

 

Bure 

185 

Yare 

214 

Wensum 

154 

Thurne 

204 

Bure 

185 

Yare 

214 

Wensum 

154 

Thurne 

204 

Golden work Certificates: 

 

Darcy H Macsen Hugo B  Dolly  Salvador Adam  Isabel 

Grace  Frankie Jayden Elliott  Eddie  Joshua Daniel 

Tedde  Hannah Stanley Ivy  Kenzie Freddie Pete 

Leo  Mia E  Josh A  Dylan   Zack D   

 

 

Presentation Certificates: 

Jack  Faith  Colman Jamie  Millie  Eliza  Jake J 

Dolly  Hugo  Sarah L Frankie Elliott 

 

Well done everyone for your fantastic work! 
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Useful Dates: (Updates will be highlighted) 

2018/19 Term dates: 

Wednesday 21st  November Year 6 English Transition day at Acle Academy – change of date 

Saturday 24th November Westfield Shopping Centre outing 

Friday 30th November Christmas shopping night at Freethorpe School 7 – 9pm 

Monday 3rd December  Freethorpe’s Bake Off 

Friday 7th December Open Classrooms from 3:10pm to 3:30pm 

Monday 10th December Nativity – Reception, Year 1 and 2,  2pm 

Tuesday 11th December Nativity –  Reception, Year 1 and 2,  2pm 

    

Wednesday 12th December All KS2 pupils Christmas Concert at Halvergate Church 7pm 

Thursday 13th December School Christmas Lunch 

Friday 14th December Christmas Fayre 2pm 

Tuesday 18th December Nursery Christmas Party & Nativity Play. 2.30pm 

Monday 17th December School Disco from 6pm – date change 

Tuesday 26th Feb 19 Parents Evening 2:30-7:30pm 

Wednesday 27th Feb 19 Parents Evening 4 – 5:30pm 

Thurs May 2nd 19 10-2pm Yr 5 Science day at Acle Academy 

Mon 13th–Thurs 16th May 19 Year 6 SATS week 

Fri 28th Jun 19 Multiskills sportsday and family picnic, KS1 am KS2 pm 

Fri 6th Jul 19 Parents Open Morning – Book Look 

Mon 8th and Tues 9th Jul 19 Yr 6 transition days to Acle and Flegg 

Friday 12th July Reports sent home 

Tuesday 16th Jul 19 KS2 Summer production 7pm 

Wednesday 17th Jul 19 KS2 Summer production 2pm and 7pm 

Weds 24th Jul 19 Leaver’s Assembly 10:30am 

Thursday 6th September 
Thursday 18th October 
Monday 29th October 
Wednesday 19th December 
Thursday 3rd January 
Saturday 16th February 
Monday 25th February 
Saturday 6th April 
Tuesday 23rd April 
Monday 6th May 
Saturday 25th May 
Monday 3rd June 
Wednesday 24th July 

Pupils return to school 
First day of half term break 
Pupils return to school 
First day of Christmas holiday 
Pupils return to school 
First day of half term break 
Pupils return to school 
First day of Easter holiday 
Pupils return to school 
Bank Holiday 
First day of half term break 
Pupils return to school 
3:30 School closes for summer holiday 
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