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Wednesday 7th November 2018 

Freethorpe Primary and Nursery School 
Contact us: office@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk   01493 700215 

We have a had a very exciting and busy couple weeks either side of half term where a huge 

number of our children have represented the school fabulously in different ways.   

Our performance at the cluster cross country event at Fairhaven was absolutely superb, we 

took approximately 50 children and won outright two of the six categories and finished second 

overall.  Following this we then took a smaller group of children to Norwich East cross country 

event, where they were again superb.  This included Jennifer in Year 3 finishing 3rd overall and 

qualifying for the county event in the new year.   

We then attended the KS2 cluster Netball and Basketball tournament and finished second 

overall, this was without the vast majority of Year 6 children as they were busy performing 

elsewhere.  

The attitudes and commitment of all of these children and the way they represented our school 

was absolutely outstanding.  We are all extremely proud of their efforts and performance and 

look forward to more success throughout the year. 

In addition to this our Year 6 children produced a fantastic performance of Romeo and Juliet at 

the Norwich Playhouse.  They committed a huge amount of time and effort to this and their 

performance was incredible.  I have been delighted to see the impact on the confidence of all of 

these children throughout these opportunities. 

Thank you for your views of our school strengths and weaknesses, there were some very useful 

thoughts which I have fed into our school improvement plan to support areas I have already 

identified, such as communication.  I was very pleased to also see how many people value the 

warmth and community feel of the school and our staff.   

And finally, in a premises update, we have now begun the redecorating inside school, with the 

entrance hall, this will be completed over the next couple of weeks.  We have also begun work 

to re-design other small spaces in school, such as my office and the meeting room in the hall, to 

make them more useful for small group work and interventions to support more children.   

As ever, please come and see myself, Mrs Houghton or Mrs Branch if you need anything.  Happy 

Autumn!   

Mr A… Executive Headteacher 

News from the vegetable garden: What an amazing few weeks we have had in the school 

vegetable garden. The children from Orange and Green Class have been clearing weeds and 

removing the old raised beds, making way for the new. Hopefully all the new raised beds will 

be in place over the next few weeks.  

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to Friends of Freethorpe for donating 

£150 towards the cost of wood and to Gavin from MKM Building Supplies for donating wood 

valued over £200. Without their support the raised beds could not have been made, and of 

course a huge thank you to Jon Fleetwood who always volunteers his time to help look after 

our outdoor garden areas and for helping me to make the new raised beds. 

This term Blue and Red Class will be working in the school gardens every Tuesday. The 

children will need to wear suitable footwear (wellies). Gloves will be provided – 30 pairs were 

kindly donated by Jane at Mainman Supplies. 

If you have any questions about any of our school gardens or would like to donate compost or 

plants, please contact me, Andrea Rowlands, through the school office. Thank you. 

Interesting garden facts… 

What to sow/plant at this time of year: 

Garlic  Broad Beans  Rhubarb Crowns  Winter Lettuce 

Onion Bulbs Winter Peas  Fruit bushes and trees 

 

mailto:office@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk
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Wednesday 7th November 2018 

 

Friends of Freethorpe: 

AGM: Our annual meeting for electing committee members is once again upon us and every 
position is open for nominations next Friday 16th at 2pm. We are in need of a Chair or Co-Chair 
and a Secretary, if you are interested in either position and would like to know more, please ask 
either Trudie Cunningham or myself, Tracey Bean about it. The Secretary's position isn’t too 
labour intensive, mainly arranging meetings, attending and taking minutes then distributing; the 
Chair or Co-Chair's key role is to manage the events alongside our very friendly team!! Speaking 
from experience I can honestly say it’s a great way to connect and to be involved with your 
children at school and is such a rewarding thing to do! Please do ask any questions you might 
have... 
Operation Christmas Child: If you have kindly a filled shoebox of gifts, please could you get it to 
school by Friday. 
Christmas Shopping Night: Don’t forget to come along to the craft and shopping evening on 30th 
November. 
Shopping Trip to Westfield: if you would like to join us on Saturday 24th November for our day 
out, please return your forms and money to the office by Friday. The outing is open to all your 
family and friends too. 
Christmas Fayre: We will be sending home raffle tickets in the next few weeks and would be 
grateful if you could sell tickets to your family and friends. Once again we have the Holiday as a 
main prize (with special thanks to Gavin Brown for this) and there will be lots of other days out, 
restaurant and activities to win as well. If your or your work are able to donate a prize to the 
Grand draw, we would be really appreciative; the Draw relies on kind donations from the local 
community and is our main fundraiser at the event. Thank you in advance for all of your support, I 
know the draw is a looked forward to event and we try to make it a great raffle with lots of 
chances for you to win. 
Our donations box will be inside the office lobby by this Friday. The box items helps go toward our 
tombola, hampers and other prizes around the fayre so if you are able to donate a gift, we are 
extremely grateful, please just pop it in the box. 
Friends of Freethorpe are like little (or big) elves organising the Fayre at the moment, please look 
out for updated information on what’s happening. Of course we will have some of the usual 
games and stalls but we try to make it a little different every time, if you have any ideas for games 
please do let us know. I am delighted to say that we have the real live reindeers back again this 
year, all the way from Lapland (I mean Reedham, courtesy of Donna at Reedham Reindeers) for 
our children to feed and pet! there will be a face painter coming in to do designs as well.  
If you are able to help out wrapping, fashioning a stall, making cakes, setting up or manning a stall 
on the day for a short time, we are always in need; please let a committee member, myself or Lyn 
in the office know.. It’s such an exciting time and we try to do our best for our children and are 
grateful for a little extra help. 
Santa Letters Postbox: We are delighted that Santa’s head elf has once again asked us to place a 
special postbox in school for your children’s' letters to Father Christmas. This will be in the Lobby 
near the end of November. 
 

Did you know… 

The medlar tree (Mespilus Germanica) was introduced to Greece around 700BC and to Rome 

about 200BC. It was an important fruit during Roman and Medieval times as the medlar was 

abundant and ready and waiting to be be picked and eaten in the winter when other fruits were 

few. Medlar makes a lovely jelly, dessert or medl ar cheese. 

If you visit our vegetable garden you will see our very own medlar tree standing proud next to 

the gate. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Pumpkin Carving Competition: 

We had a fantastic number of entries in to Pumpkin Carving competition. The entries were 
judged by Christine Hanton, our school cook. The winning entries were: 
 
Nursery: 
(1) Emily 
(2) Abdul 
(3) Dottie 

Yellow: 
(1) Sienna 
(2) Ollie E 
(3) Lacey-Rose 

Green: 
(1) Stanley B 
(2) Beth 
(3) Ivy 

Red: 
(1) Amelie 
(2) Jake D 
(3) Chad 

Orange: 
(1) Alfie 
(2) Bailey 
(3) Ellie Maunder 

Blue: 
(1) Freddie 
(2) Jessica 
(3) Emmie 

Purple: 
(1) Chloe 
(2) Paige 
(3) Isabelle 

Staff: 
(1) Miss Errington 
(2) Mrs Branch 
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Class updates: 

Yellow class have discussed The Gunpowder Plot linked to 

Firework and Sparkler safety. We  were so impressed the  

children could recall and discuss sparkler safety as well as  

other ways to stay safe around bonfires and fireworks. Year  

One were very fortunate to receive a visit from  

Florence Nightingale who told us all about her life and role  

as a nurse before revealing she was from the Castle Museum  

team and in fact dressed up as Florence! Her knowledge was  

amazing and the delivery as a visitor playing the part of  

Florence engages the children in a lovely ‘real-life’ scenario.  

They enjoyed joining in with her in a variety of  

ways and displayed their best listening skills.     

 

Pupils in Green Class enjoyed taking part in an Archaeology Workshop.  They learnt about 

timelines and chronology and had the opportunity to handle objects which were 2000+ years 

old.  Children asked lots of questions about what it was like to be an archaeologist and enjoyed 

learning some information about the Romans. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 7th November 2018 

Further pictures 

are available on 

the Freethorpe 

School Hub 

facebook page. 
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Children in Green Class enjoyed 

learning about habitats and  

made bird feeders.  We thought  

about the steps required for  

making the feeders, from coring  

the apples to using sunflower seeds  

which could then be poked in to  

the apple.  A bamboo skewer was 

used so that birds could perch on it, 

whilst eating the sunflower seeds  

and the apple.  

 

In Red Class we have been looking at the Roman myth Romulus and Remus. We have been 

looking at characters feelings through drama and thought monologues. In maths we are 

looking at fractions and have started working with tenths. In topic sessions we have carried on 

looking at the Romans. We were so impressed with all of the homework effort!! During the 

week we have made roman mosaics using salt dough, lentils and beans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were delighted with all of the wonderful Roman inspired homework makes and displayed 

them all in the hall for everyone to admire. We are currently reading persuasive speeches and 

next week we will be writing a speech in the role of Boudicca encouraging her tribe to fight the 

Romans. We have been learning our 6 and 7 times tables. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Class have been busy writing their own Anglo Saxon Chronicles as an Anglo Saxon Monk.  

They are on display outside the office for you to read. They have also been busy investigating 

types of numbers (prime, multiples and square).   

  



 

  
Purple Class: We have had a fantastic time performing Romeo and Juliet at the Norwich 

Playhouse. The children were brilliant and were excellent ambassadors for the school. We 

have also been learning about the Scottish Isles and reading  The Rise of the Wolves – an 

exciting class story that follows the adventures of Innis Munroe.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 Science: Particle Theory 

In the last 2 weeks we have been looking at chemical reactions and learning new scientific 
vocabulary such as exothermic and endothermic reactions. Here is a photograph of some of 
Key Stage 2 practising the skill of measuring temperature using a thermometer. 
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Wednesday 7th November 2018 

Sports Events: 

Cluster High 5 Netball and Basketball - The school had a team of mainly Year 5's attend the 
tournament. The first game was extremely tough but they came through to win Silver medals. 
Well done to everyone who represented the school at either the Basketball or Netball.  
NESSP Cross country - Just before half term a group of children went to North Walsham Rugby 
ground for a Cross country competition. This was over a slightly longer distance than in 
previous years  and against children from many different schools in the Norfolk East 
Partnership. It was a tough race. All of the children did extremely well and we must 
congratulate Jennifer C who got through to the Norfolk School Games final next year.  
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Wednesday 7th November 2018 

Flu Vaccinations: Reminder – please return the permission forms in relation to the nasal flu 

vaccinations which will be taking place in school on 14th November 2018 for all pupils in Year R- 

5. Thank you for the forms that have already been returned. 

Christmas Cards: The children in all classes and Nursery have been busy designing and making 

their class Christmas cards. The pictures are with the printers at the moment and we will shortly 

be sending home copies of the images and order forms so you can purchase as many packs of 

cards as you wish.  

Each class card is a collaborative piece of work where all the children have contributed to create 

the overall scene. The funds raised through the selling of the cards are used to support the 

amazing work that Friends of Freethorpe do for our school.  

 

UK Parliament Week: 

The week of the 12th – 18th November is UK Parliament week. In school we will be talking about 

what this means and what living in a democratic country offers us.  Below are some interesting  

and unusual facts about parliament that you could talk to your children about: 

 The Palace of Westminster - Parliament - was built on the site of William the Conqueror's 
first palace. Rebuilt in Victorian times as a Gothic fantasy palace, it is an eight-acre jumble 
of buildings, courtyards, passageways and corridors. There are 100 staircases, more than 
1,000 rooms and three miles of passages. 

 There are purple ribbons attached to the coat-hangers in the members' cloakroom, 

allowing MPs to hang up their swords as well as their coats. At least one MP still takes 

advantage of this. 

 An impressive 300 panes of glass cover the clock-face known to many as Big Ben. In fact, 

Big Ben is actually the name of the bell inside the clock-tower. Once every five years the 

clock-face is cleaned from the outside, by a team who abseil down it to do their 

maintenance work. Not a job for anyone scared of heights! 

 There are 650 MPs elected to the House of Commons. 502 of them are men; 148 are 

women. 

 Despite there being 650 MPs, the chamber has only 427 seats - meaning there is often 

standing room only on big days, such as the Budget. 

 Parliament produces 80 million printed pages a year, ranging from the official 

parliamentary record - called Hansard - to committee reports and draft legislation. 

 When a proposed new law, a bill, is sent from the House of Commons to the House of 

Lords, the clerk of the Commons writes "Soit bail as Seigneurs" on it - which means "let it 

be sent to the House of Lords" - in Norman French... 

 

 …the bill is then tied up in green ribbon, the colour of the House of Commons, and carried 

by hand through Central Lobby into the House of Lords. 



W 
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Class of the Week: 

Blue Class – for fantastic team work in netball 

Purple Class – for a fantastic performance of Romeo and Juliet 

House Points: 

Week ending 12th October: 

Bure 
146 

Yare 
149 

Wensum 
150 

Thurne 
195 

 

Week ending 2nd November: 

Bure 
169 

Yare 
198 

Wensum 
214 

Thurne 
246 

 

 

Golden work Certificates: 

Darcy  Lyla  Bethany Stanley Br 

Jessica  Ellie  Macsen  Ivy 

Dolly  Sarah V  Sarah L  Kaitlyn 

Poppy  Alice  Mason  Martie 

Punya  Freya G  Poppy  Kiara 

Dylan  Aaron  Jessica  Aimee 

Alfie  Mason  Daisy St  Issac S  

Isla  Maisie  Oscar  Freya 

Finley  Taia  Shamiso Lily 

Emely  Bailey  Stanley Be Hugo 

Cooper  Beth  Evelyn  Elsa 

Alice  Darragh  Daisy  Lacey-Rose 

Joshua  Leon  Annabelle Timmy 

Samuel E Jazmine  Grace Bu Mia 

Thomas    

 

 

Presentation Certificates: 

Jessica  Henry B  Jennifer  Logan 

Grace H  Cameron Tariro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fantastic work everyone – well done! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates: (updates will be highlighted) 

Wednesday 21
st

  November Year 6 English Transition day at Acle Academy – change of date 

Saturday 24
th

 November Westfield Shopping Centre outing 

Friday 30
th

 November Christmas shopping night at Freethorpe School 7 – 9pm 

Friday 7
th

 December Open Classrooms from 3:10pm to 3:30pm 

Monday 10
th

 December Nativity – Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2,  2pm 

Tuesday 11
th

 December Nativity – Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2,  2pm 

  

Wednesday 12
th

 December All KS2 pupils Christmas Concert at Halvergate Church 7pm 

Thursday 13
th

 December School Christmas Lunch 

Friday 14
th

 December  Christmas Fayre 2pm 

Tuesday 18th December  Nursery Christmas Party & Nativity Play. 2.30pm 

Monday 17
th

 December  School Disco from 6pm – date change 

Tuesday 26th Feb 19 Parents Evening 2:30-7:30pm 

Wednesday 27th Feb 19 Parents Evening 4 – 5:30pm 

Thurs May 2nd 19 10-2pm Yr 5 Science day at Acle Academy 

Mon 13th–Thurs 16th 
May 19 

Year 6 SATS week 

Fri 28th Jun 19 Multiskills sportsday and family picnic, KS1 am KS2 pm 

Fri 6th Jul 19 Parents Open Morning – Book Look 

Mon 8th and Tues 9th Jul 
19 

Yr 6 transition days to Acle and Flegg 

Friday 12th July Reports sent home 

Tuesday 16th Jul 19 KS2 Summer production 7pm 

Wednesday 17th Jul 19 KS2 Summer production 2pm and 7pm 

Weds 24th Jul 19 Leaver’s Assembly 10:30am 

  

  

 

2018/19 Term dates: 

Thursday 6
th

 September 
Thursday 18

th
 October 

Monday 29
th

 October 
Wednesday 19

th
 December 

Thursday 3
rd

 January 
Saturday 16

th
 February 

Monday 25
th

 February 
Saturday 6

th
 April 

Tuesday 23
rd

 April 
Monday 6

th
 May  

Saturday 25
th

 May 
Monday 3

rd
 June 

Wednesday 24
th

 July 

Pupils return to school 
First day of half term break 
Pupils return to school 
First day of Christmas holiday 
Pupils return to school 
First day of half term break 
Pupils return to school 
First day of Easter holiday 
Pupils return to school 
Bank Holiday 
First day of half term break 
Pupils return to school 
3:30 School closes for summer holiday 
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