
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contents of this 

newsletter 

 Marking and 

assessment 

 Parents’ 

Evening 

 Macmillan 

Coffee 

Morning 

 Friends  of 

Freethorpe 

 School 

Photographs 

 Class updates 

 Headlice 

 Class of the 

Week and 

House Points 

 Golden Work 

and 

Presentation 

Certificates 

 School dates 

 

 

Wednesday 10th October 2018 

Freethorpe Primary and Nursery School 
Contact us: office@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk   01493 700215 

After nearly half a term to settle in I am now at the point of finalising the school development 

priorities and beginning to look to the future and in particular how we can make our school 

even better. Our key priorities for this year are to ensure that we have outstanding teaching 

and learning and increasing our focus on supporting social, emotional and mental health 

needs, to ensure our children can be confident and engaging learners who are ready for the 

world and who can always be happy and successful. As part of this I am reviewing our school 

to home communications. I would like you to have an open window into your child’s 

education and to feel confident to bring any concerns to us. In addition to this, we are coming 

to the completion of the formal consultation period for our federation with Cantley and 

Horning Schools, and completing this for the benefit of all three schools is also a key 

development point. I am also implementing a premises development plan, which hopefully 

we will all see and feel the benefit of during the year! 

I am always open to your views as stakeholders in the school, and would like to give you the 

opportunity to contribute to this continual review of what we offer, so please take a few 

minutes to let us know any areas you consider to be either strengths or weaknesses of our 

school – a paper form will be sent home for you to complete or alternatively you can email 

me directly head@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk  You can do this anonymously but you are 

welcome to include your name if you wish. 

If you have no firm views of strengths or weaknesses you do not need to return the form. 

Thank you for your continued support of our school. If I don’t see you between now and next 

Wednesday, have a lovely half term with your children! 

 

Mr A… Executive Headteacher 

Marking and Assessment: This term we have changed the way in which we are marking the 

children’s work. The purpose of this is to develop the children’s confidence in their own ability 

as well as developing the teacher’s understanding of how well the children are working. 

Instead of providing detailed written responses to pupils work in their books the staff will be 

providing more timely feedback during the actual lesson that the child completes the work.  

The children are also becoming experts at editing their own work and making improvements 

to it, in response to suggestions staff make. You may have heard your children talk about 

“purple pens” – these are the pens that the children are using to edit their work so it is very 

clear for us all to see how they have altered their work.  

It has been fantastic to see how keen the children have been to improve their work and taking 

ownership of the changes is proving to be very successful in helping the children progress. 

There have also been lots of house points being awarded for the excellent work that is being 

produced across the school! 

 

Parents’ Evening: On Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th October we have our Autumn term 

parents evenings. This is an opportunity for you to meet with your child’s class teacher and 

discuss how they have settled in to their new year group and how they are progressing in their 

learning.  

If you have not already booked an appointment please speak to Lyn in the office and she will be 

able to book a slot for you. Individual appointment times will be sent home later this week.  

You may like to ask which subjects your child really enjoys at school; which subjects they find 

more challenging; and what their attitude towards learning is like. Most of all though it is an 

opportunity to discover what is really happening in school instead of hearing the much repeated 

“I can’t remember!” 

mailto:office@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk
mailto:head@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk
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Friends of Freethorpe: 

Events:  

Now until Nov 2nd – Operation Christmas Child shoebox scheme 

31st October – pumpkin carving competition 

1st November – Donations and raffle tickets for Xmas Fayre 

24th November Westfield shopping center outing 

1st December – Santa letter mailbox will be in lobby 

14th December - Xmas Fayre, 2 pm 

18th December - Xmas Disco 6pm 

 

Hello everyone. It’s a busy time of year behind the scenes of your Friends of Freethorpe 

committee. We have already begun the processes of Christmas Fayre organizing and purchasing 

and we continue to seek out new ways of making your events fun and exciting. Look above for 

the timetable of events for your diaries.  

With such exciting times ahead between now and Christmas it would be remiss of us not to 

mention the Pumpkin Carving competition on October 31st. Bring in your carved and decorated 

pumpkins along with a £1 and an independent judge will pick out some winners with prizes! 

 

We are organizing a coach outing to Westfield Shopping Centre near Stratford on Saturday 24Th 

November, it’s the Black Friday weekend, why not book a place and do all your shopping in one 

go, stress free! 

Every year some of our families donate a shoebox of gifts and everyday items to go to children 

around the globe that do not get these little extras. The scheme is called Operation Christmas 

Child and the link to find out more information is https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk if you 

would like to take part this year, I have a few shoeboxes spare, or you can wrap or decorate your 

own. There is absolutely no pressure to take part however if you do please could all boxes be 

returned to school by 2nd November.   

In the last two weeks Friends of Freethorpe are proud to have been able to give Nursery, a new 

sign on the gate, a water/sand play table and tray, two wiggle bikes, 2 balance bikes, 2 

skuttlebugs, and have provided Mrs. George with a new set of extendable hurdles and 2 netball 

posts are on their way as well. Thank you so much to each and everyone of you for ALL of your 

support at each of our fundraisers, it is so lovely to be able to enhance our children's lives at 

school and without your help, giving school these items wouldn’t be so easy to do, so thank you, 

thank you, thank you!!  

Our AGM will be held at the beginning of November and although all positions on the committee 

are open to volunteers, in particular we are looking for a Chair and a Secretary. If you would like 

to know more about the positions please contact either Trudie Cunningham or myself. 

Finally, our committee is small and dedicated, however we really need some extra help to make 

the fundraisers easier to do. The more help we have the less time every one has to commit and it 

will make each fundraiser so much easier. If you can spare some time here and there, either in 

school or at home, some of the jobs that you could help with are:  making a game for the Fayres 

at home, wrapping gifts and lucky dips, making cakes, or contacting local businesses for help, we 

really would appreciate your time and effort. We promise not to make you attend every meeting 

or commit to every fundraiser, but if you have half an hour spare here or there please get in 

touch with myself (07854423887/tracey.bean@mac.com) enter your details on the form that will 

be coming home soon or chat to one of the committee. We are a friendly bunch and are happy 

to talk through any questions you may have about the work we do and what’s involved. It really 

isn’t very complicated just a case of many hands making lighter work, however, if supporting our 

events is all you can manage, that is just as amazing and really very appreciated.   

Tracey Bean 

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
mailto:07854423887/tracey.bean@mac.com


 

 

 

 

 

  

Macmillan Coffee Morning: 

A massive thank you to everyone who took part in the Macmillan coffee morning. Without the 

amazing contributions we would be unable to hold the event. This year we raised a fantastic 

£259.31. Thank you also to everyone who helped with the organisation and made the event 

run so smoothly. 
Contents of this 

newsletter: 

 Marking and 

assessment 

 Parents’ 

Evening 

 Macmillan 

Coffee 

Morning 

 Friends  of 

Freethorpe 

 School 

Photographs 

 Class updates 

 Headlice 

 Class of the 

Week and 

House Points 

 Golden Work 

and 

Presentation 

Certificates 

 School dates 

 

 

School Photographs: 

Don’t forget that it is school photographs on Friday morning this week – combs at the ready! If 

you are bringing siblings in to school please come to the school office first thing and we will 

ensure you are in the correct place to have the photographs taken. 

Class updates: 

Yellow class have continued to learn more letters, sounds and numbers considering both the 

formation and applying in practical ways. We follow the Letters and Sounds programme which 

follows a specific order of sounds. As well as identifying initial sounds this enables us to begin 

to identify each sound in CVC words (consonant vowel consonant) blending them together for 

reading and segmenting the sounds to spell out words. Some children have been practising 

writing these on the outdoor chalk board, an example of which you can see in the photo. We 

looked at the life cycle of frogs in Year one and we were really impressed how much Reception 

children remembered from their time in Nursery exploring this. We hope to explore more life 

cycles again later in the year. 

 

In Green Class we have been learning about addition and subtraction.  Children enjoyed using 

lego bricks to calculate addition number sentences.  We have also been learning about famous 

people, including Mary Anning the famous fossil hunter.  Pupils had the opportunity to make 

their own fossils and produced some lovely writing about what Mary Anning was famous 

for.  The hogitats which children made have also been a success with two children in Green 

Class reporting that they have had hedgehogs within their gardens. We have been extremely 

impressed by the homework created by Green Class, focussing on the Royal Family.   Please do 

pop in to Green Class to see models of Balmoral, Buckingham Palace along with royal menus 

and crowns! 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wednesday 10th October 2018 

Contents of this 

newsletter: 

 Marking and 

assessment 

 Parents’ 

Evening 

 Macmillan 

Coffee 

Morning 

 Friends  of 

Freethorpe 

 School 

Photographs 

 Class updates 

 Headlice 

 Class of the 

Week and 

House Points 

 Golden Work 

and 

Presentation 

Certificates 

 School dates 

 

Wednesday 10th October 2018 

In Red Class we have been reading and following instructions. We made our own Roman 

Roads out of custard and biscuits! In maths we have looked at subtraction and we are now 

moving on to multiplication, looking at the grid method. In topic we have learnt more about 

the Roman army and learnt the Latin for commands. Ask Red Class what Dexter and Sinister 

mean.  

 
 

Orange Class  

Orange class have been reading and following instructions. We have been giving 

detailed instructions to a partner to enable them to draw given pictures. We all 

enjoyed following instructions to create a model Roman road from biscuits and 

chocolate! Next week we will be writing our own instructions for becoming a Roman 

gladiator. In history we have been thinking about the reasons for the Romans leaving 

hot, sunny Italy and invading cold, wet Britain. We have created repeating pattern 

borders for our Roman mosaics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Class are enjoying reading Charlotte’s Web.  This week we have been writing expanded 

noun phrases.  We will soon be writing our own story openings. 

 



 

  

Purple Class: Over the last two weeks, we have been continuing to practise our acting skills 

for our upcoming performance of Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet at the Norwich Playhouse. 

We were also inspired by Marcia Williams' version of the play to create our own cartoon 

strips. We now have a cloakroom gallery where our self-portraits are on display. Please do 

come and take a look at our fantastic sketching and shading skills. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 Science: Particle Theory 

Everyone had a great time making and exploring a 'Thixotropic' substance as part of our work 
on solids, liquids and gases. The children were talking about trying it at home. All you need is 
cornflour and water - and a wipe clean table! 
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Headlice update: 

We have had a small number of parents mention that their children have had head lice 

recently. In light of this we have included the Norfolk County Council guidelines on how to 

detect and treat head lice. It is important to remember though not to treat any member of 

the family, unless you have seen live lice in their hair.  

Detection combing - how to do it 

You need;     plastic detection comb (from the chemist)  
good lighting 
ordinary comb 
·        Wash the hair well, then dry it with a towel.  The hair should be damp, not dripping. 
·        Make sure there is good light.  Daylight is best. 
·        Comb the hair with an ordinary comb. 
·        Start with the teeth of the detection comb touching the skin of the scalp at the top of the 

head.  Draw the comb carefully towards the edge of the hair. 
·        Look carefully at the teeth of the comb in good light. 
·        Do this over and over again from the top of the head to the edge of the hair in all 

directions, working round the head. 
·        Do this for several minutes.  It takes 10 to 15 minutes to do it properly for each head. 
·        If there are head lice, you will find one or more lice on the teeth of the comb. 
·        Head lice are little insects with moving legs.  They are often not much bigger than a 

pinhead, but may be as big as a sesame seed (the seeds on burger buns). 
·       Clean the comb under the tap.  A nailbrush helps to do this. 
 Notes 
 ·        You can buy a plastic detection comb from the chemist. 
·        If you need help and advice, ask your local chemist, health visitor, school health adviser, 

or family doctor. 
·        Don’t treat unless you are sure that you have found a living, moving louse. 
  Head lice - How to treat them 
 If you are sure you have found a living louse: 
·        Check the heads of all the people in your home. 
·        Only treat those who have living, moving lice. 
·        Treat them all at the same time with a head louse lotion (not shampoo).  NOTE: Hair 

care products such as perming lotions and dyes do not get rid of head lice. 
·        Ask your local chemist, school health adviser/school nurse, health visitor or family 

doctor which lotion to use, and how long to leave it on. 
Put the lotion on to dry non-conditioned hair. 
·        Use the lotion in a well-ventilated room or in the open air. 
Part the hair near the top of the head, put a few drops on to the scalp and rub it in.  Part the 
hair a bit further down the scalp and do the same again. Do this over and over again until the 
whole scalp is wet. 
·        You don’t need to put lotion down long hair any further than where you would put a 

pony-tail band. 
·        Use enough lotion - at least one small bottle for each head, more if the hair is thick.  Use 

all the lotion up. 
Keep the lotion out of the eyes and off the face.  One way is to hold a cloth over the face. 

·        Let the lotion dry on the hair.  Some lotions can catch fire, so keep well away from 

flames, cigarettes, stoves, and other sources of heat.  Don’t use a hair dryer. 

·        Treat all of them again seven days later in the same way with the same lotion. 

·        Check all the heads a day or two after the second treatment. If you still find living, 

moving lice, ask your local chemist, health visitor, school health adviser, or family doctor for 

advice. 

 Notes 

·        Don’t treat unless you are sure you have found a living, moving louse. 

·        Don’t ever use head louse lotions on your family "just in case".  It’s never a good idea to 

use chemicals if they aren’t really needed. 
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Class of the Week: 

Green Class – week 3 for fantastic independent writing.  

Orange Class – week 4 for being brilliant at changing for and engaging in PE. 

House Points: 

Week ending 28th September: 

Bure 
119 

Yare 
113 

Wensum 
152 

Thurne 
143 

 

Week ending 5th October: 

Bure 
160 

Yare 
128 

Wensum 
155 

Thurne 
156 

 

Golden work Certificates: 

Stanley   Ivy 

Punya    Hugo 

Poppy   Beth 

Elsa   Daisy 

Darragh  Taia 

Kaitlyn   Annabelle 

Ellie   Poppy 

Lily   Alfie 

Jake   Caleb 

George   Molly 

Isabelle  Sammy 

Paige   Aimee 

Isla   Henry 

Greta   Matthew 

Eleanor 

Presentation Certificates: 

Darcy   Evelyn 

Hugo   Lily 

Kaitlyn   Taylor 

Bethany  Millie 

Jacob   Jayden 

Olivia   Braydon 

Frankie  Tariro 

Isaac   Samuel 

Jonas  

Marjorie 

 

Fantastic work everyone – well done! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates: (updates will be highlighted) 

Friday 12
th

 October Cluster Cross Country event 

Friday 12
th

 October Open Classrooms from 3:10pm – 3:30pm 

Tuesday 16
th

 October Parents Evening 4 -7:30pm 

Wednesday 17
th

 October Parents Evening 4 – 5:30pm 

Wednesday 31
st

 October Pumpkin Carving competition 

Wednesday 31
st

 October Year 6 performance of Romeo and Juliet at Norwich Playhouse 7pm 

Friday 16
th

 November Year 6 English Transition day at Acle Academy 

Saturday 24
th

 November Westfield Shopping Centre outing 

Friday 7
th

 December Open Classrooms from 3:10pm to 3:30pm 

Monday 10
th

 December Nativity – Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2,  2pm 

Tuesday 11
th

 December Nativity – Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2,  2pm 

  

Wednesday 12
th

 December KS2 Christmas Concert at Halvergate Church tbc 

Thursday 13
th

 December School Christmas Lunch 

Friday 14
th

 December  Christmas Fayre 2pm 

Tuesday 18th December  Nursery Christmas Party & Nativity Play. 2.30pm 

Tuesday 18
th

 December  School Disco from 6pm 

 

2018/19 Term dates: 

Thursday 6
th

 September 
Thursday 18

th
 October 

Monday 29
th

 October 
Wednesday 19

th
 December 

Thursday 3
rd

 January 
Saturday 16

th
 February 

Monday 25
th

 February 
Saturday 6

th
 April 

Tuesday 23
rd

 April 
Monday 6

th
 May  

Saturday 25
th

 May 
Monday 3

rd
 June 

Wednesday 24
th

 July 

Pupils return to school 
First day of half term break 
Pupils return to school 
First day of Christmas holiday 
Pupils return to school 
First day of half term break 
Pupils return to school 
First day of Easter holiday 
Pupils return to school 
Bank Holiday 
First day of half term break 
Pupils return to school 
3:30 School closes for summer holiday 
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