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Wednesday 26th September 2018 

Freethorpe Primary and Nursery School 
Contact us: office@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk   01493 700215 

Time flies…  A little over 2 weeks in and I already feel completely at home here! I am making 

some headway on the premises front. We will soon be resolving the historic drainage problem 

under the playground and I have had some fruitful discussions about funding for the 

upgrading of the craft block (Orange and Blue Classes).  As I said previously, this will not 

happen overnight, but it is progressing at least!  Once this is complete I will turn my attentions 

to resurfacing the playground to make it a space which is inspiring and can be used for high 

quality learning in PE. 

More good news from the classes, where I continue to be impressed with the attitude of the 

children and the quality of the teaching and learning.  There will always be room for 

improvement though, so we will continue to encourage all of our children to be happy and 

ambitious in school.  

A big thank you to the Friends of Freethorpe for their continuing support for our school and 

for helping us give the children so many opportunities at school. I very much enjoyed meeting 

the committee this week to discuss what we can achieve together in the future.  During the 

past year they have funded musical instruments, time trackers for our younger children, a 

water table, a new oven, parties for the children and transport to a variety of different events.  

They will also be contributing further to our Freethorpe timeline in school to support all of the 

children’s understanding of our place in history, Children’s University, new sporting 

equipment, some raised beds for our garden which will be run by children from all classes, 

some new equipment to fill our fantastic new outdoor area in Nursery and more transport for 

school trips!  This support is invaluable and allows us to add greatly to what we can offer 

through the school budget.  We understand that some families can’t necessarily commit the 

time to be part of the committee but if you would like to be involved in some way please 

contact the school office and we can put you in touch.   

As ever, please feel free to see me at school if you need to.   

Mr A… Executive Headteacher. 

Music Lessons: 

On a Tuesday we have Joanna Parfitt teaching piano, flute and saxophone lessons in school.  

We will be sending home a separate letter with Key Stage 2 children that explains about the 

lessons and expectations. If you would like your child to have music lessons you can contact 

Joanna directly to discuss the next steps. We do have a piano in school for the children to use 

in lessons. 

Friends of Freethorpe: 

Dates:  
On Now - Green token collection Co op, Acle 
Friday 28th September - Macmillan Coffee Morning in the Hall, 9-10.30 
Tuesday 2nd October - Bags2School collection 
 
If you are doing any shopping in Acle Co op, we are pleased to let you know that we have 
been chosen as one of their charities on the Green Token Scheme, where there are two other 
charities competing for the prize money, so pretty please can you put a token (or two) in our 
Friends of Freethorpe box. Hopefully we will be the successful campaign and the monies will 
go towards the Nursery Items below. 
We would love to see you all at the Macmillan Coffee Morning, bring along your family and 
don’t forget you are able to take your children out of class as well! If you have the time to be 
able to donate a cake or some biscuits for us to sell at the event it would be very appreciated 
for this worthy cause! 
 

mailto:office@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk
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Wednesday 26th September 2018 

 

We sent home bags that can be filled with clothing , shoes, bags and bedding a couple of weeks 

ago; the collection is next Tuesday so there is still time to fill your bag and return to the office. If 

you’re having a big clear out, we have spare bags!!  

 

Meeting: 

We held our first meeting this week, since returning to school and we are delighted to be able to 

tell you about some of the purchases we have agreed to make: 

Nursery, having had their outside space extended recently, are now in need of items that our 

youngest children can use, so we will be supplying them with: 

A water/Sand play table and stand 

2 Balance bikes 

2 Wiggle Bikes 

2 Scuttlebug Bikes 

A new Nursery sign (to replace the one that says preschool) 

An external notice board for all Nursery news and information 

 

But that doesn’t mean we are forgetting about the rest of the children in school and we have 

some exciting news to share with you. Not only are we fundraising for the foreseeable future to 

supply our children with wireless microphones for their performances, but we have also been 

asked to raise funds for new durable plastic benches for the grounds in Springtime.  

Mrs Rowlands is still helping to look after our grounds and teaching children about growing 

foods, plants and learning about wildlife and we are happy to make that a little easier by 

supplying her with £150 worth of materials to make various garden items.   

In the more immediate future jointly with school, we have agreed to supply an acrylic timeline 

board on the wall outside the staff room. It will really help our children with a visual reminder of 

historical events not only as part of their curriculum but with local events as well and having seen 

an example, we have to say it looks amazing! We are also supplying food for Christmas parties on 

the last days of term. Having done this last year the children loved having popcorn, drinks and 

snacks whilst watching a film and we have been asked by Mrs Branch to supply this again. We 

really love being able to treat our children like this! And lastly we are looking into signing the 

whole Primary school up for the Children's University scheme. It’s a fabulous scheme where the 

children can add up points in a passport for activities in and out of school and once they have 

accumulated points there is a graduation ceremony complete with a cap and gown! Watch this 

space for more information when it has been finalised. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Immunisations: 

As part of the NHS campaign to reduce the spread of flu all children in Reception and Year 1-5 

are offered the nasal flu vaccination. We will be sending home paper forms for you to 

complete prior to the vaccinations on 14th November. However, the information below is from 

the NHS trust outlining what you will need to do when completing the forms. 

 

It Is Flu Season Again……………  

A Message from the Norfolk Immunisation Team 

Good News 

 The flu nasal spray is now being offered to all children from Reception to Year 5. 

Did You Know  

 School age children are “Super Spreaders” of the flu virus 

What You Can Do 

 School will give you the paper information      

 Please read 

 Complete the consent form in ink 

 Please ensure you tick either the yes or no box 

 Return this to school before the date stamped on the letter 

How Will This Help 

 By protecting your child this will stop the spread of the flu virus to; 

 Parents 

 Grandparents 

 School staff 

 And the tiny members of your family 

Any Questions? 

 Contact us on 01603 779390 or ccs.norfolk.immunisationteam@nhs.net 

 

 

School Garden Updates: 
 

What a great start to the revamp of our school vegetable garden. Children from Orange and 

Green Class have begun clearing away the old raised beds, making way for new ones which 

will be built throughout the Autumn term. 

The lesson last week was spent learning about safety within the garden, how to prune 

correctly and to remember…Wildlife means “wild” – do not touch! 
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Class updates: 

 

Yellow Class: 

 
 

Green Class: 

Green Class have been enjoying weekly Yoga sessions.  The children have all been working 

hard to develop skills of balance and focus.  They have also been developing their 

mindfulness skills, listening carefully within sessions and focusing on their breathing and 

relaxation.  We will continue to learn different routines throughout the half term. 

 
 

Red Class: 

In Red Class for the last two weeks we have been looking at the Story Escape from Pompeii. 

We have thought about sensory descriptions and powerful verbs which we could use in our 

writing. In maths we have been looking at place value and adding. Year 2s are becoming 

experts at adding on number lines, jumping in 10s, while year 3 have been introduced to the 

column method and have done some amazing work. In Topic we have started to look at the 

Romans and made our own Roman shields. We are learning more about soldiers including 

who was allowed to be in the army.  

This is a picture of children acting out the story Escape from Pompeii. 

 

Yellow class have been busy considering letter 

and number formation. We are practising 

forming the letters in our name correctly as 

well as the letters s a t p and numbers 1 to 

4.We are listening carefully to identify initial 

sounds and making 'Silly Soup' with the sounds 

we have learnt! We are also thinking carefully 

about counting objects accurately. Year One 

have taken part in the KS1 Pedestrian Training 

Course and each received their own certificate. 

 



 

  

Or  

Blue Class: 

           
Blue Class have been very busy this week making chairs with wooden frames.  During our 

walk to Freethorpe church, we noticed the Vade Walpol emblems on some of the buildings.  

This inspired us to create our own emblem for our chair designs.  Do you like them? 

Purple Class: 

This week we had our first rehearsal for Romeo and Juliet at the Norwich Playhouse which 

was a little nerve wracking but great fun too! We learnt about how to project our voices, 

engage the audience and portray our characters convincingly. When we haven’t been 

developing our inner thespian we have been creating personality spirals! 
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Orange Class : We are enjoying reading a 

selection of Roman myths. We are 

retelling 'The Oak and the Linden Tree' 

from the point of view of one of the 

characters. The Year 3s have learnt the 

extended column method for addition 

and the Year 4s have been using short 

column addition to add four digit 

numbers. We have begun to look at 

Roman mosaics and design decorative 

borders before creating our own mosaic 

based on the myths we have read. 

We have been creating story maps to 

help us with retelling a myth in our own 

words. 
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Science: Science in Key Stage 2 started this term with a 'Woosh'! The dramatic demonstration 

introduced the topic of particle theory. This led onto a practical investigation, conducted by 

the pupils, into the diffusion of scent particles through the air and how we can record results 

clearly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE: 

This half term in PE we are focusing on Cross country running and Ball skills.  

The children will be challenging their stamina at running across longer distances in 

preparation for the Cluster Cross Country tournament, the first Cluster sporting event of the 

year. Ball skills will help them to work in teams and understand the different types of passes 

we use and how to control the ball. 

Freethorpe’s Got Talent: 

We had a fantastic time watching the children perform all their different acts for Freethorpe’s 

Got Talent. It is always amazing to see how confident they are at such as wide range of skills. 

These are our winning entries: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellie’s fantastic poem was also one of the entries to the talent show, which we shared with the 

school in assembly this week: 

Morning 

A morning is not just a morning, 

It is a fresh start, 

A new opportunity 

For some a new life, 

A morning is not just a morning, 

It is a fantasy, 

The sun shines brightly, 

The birds tweet joyfully, 

A morning is not just a morning, 

A morning can be anything. 
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Class of the Week: 

Yellow Class – week 1 for a fantastic start to the year.  

Red Class – week 2 for brilliant Science and group work. 

House Points: 

Week ending 14th September: 

Bure 
84 

Yare 
111 

Wensum 
99 

Thurne 
95 

 

Week ending 21st September: 

Bure 
142 

Yare 
145 

Wensum 
109 

Thurne 
169 

 

Golden work Certificates: 

Hugo  

Dolly   

Freya    

Beth         

 Kai        

Thomas          

Brooke   

Melody  

Alfie  

Chad     

Olivia  

Layla 

Ruby 

Grace 

Jonas 

Chloe 

Presentation Certificates: 

Punya   

Amelie   

Elise        

 Nivani     

Zoe             

Shamiso               

Paige 

 

Fantastic work everyone – well done! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates: (updates will be highlighted) 

Tuesday 25
th

 September Year 6 Shakespeare rehearsal at Norwich Playhouse, returning to 
school 4:30pm 

Friday 28
th

 September Year 6 visit to Acle Academy 

Friday 28
th

 September Macmillan Coffee Morning – 9am-10:30 

Monday 8
th

 October Year 6 D&T transition day at Acle Academy 

Friday 12
th

 October Cluster Cross Country event 

Friday 12
th

 October Open Classrooms from 3:10pm – 3:30pm 

Tuesday 16
th

 October Parents Evening 4 -7:30pm 

Wednesday 17
th

 October Parents Evening 4 – 5:30pm 

Wednesday 31
st

 October Year 6 performance of Romeo and Juliet at Norwich Playhouse 7pm 

Friday 16
th

 November Year 6 English Transition day at Acle Academy 

Friday 7
th

 December Open Classrooms from 3:10pm to 3:30pm 

Monday 10
th

 December Nativity – Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2,  2pm 

Tuesday 11
th

 December Nativity – Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2,  2pm 

Wednesday 12
th

 December KS2 Christmas Concert at Halvergate Church tbc 

Thursday 13
th

 December School Christmas Lunch 

 

 

2018/19 Term dates: 

Thursday 6
th

 September 
Thursday 18

th
 October 

Monday 29
th

 October 
Wednesday 19

th
 December 

Thursday 3
rd

 January 
Saturday 16

th
 February 

Monday 25
th

 February 
Saturday 6

th
 April 

Tuesday 23
rd

 April 
Monday 6

th
 May  

Saturday 25
th

 May 
Monday 3

rd
 June 

Wednesday 24
th

 July 

Pupils return to school 
First day of half term break 
Pupils return to school 
First day of Christmas holiday 
Pupils return to school 
First day of half term break 
Pupils return to school 
First day of Easter holiday 
Pupils return to school 
Bank Holiday 
First day of half term break 
Pupils return to school 
3:30 School closes for summer holiday 
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