
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet the staff:  John Fleetwood is our local Tree Warden and many of the children have 

worked with him to help improve the school grounds. 

John Fleetwood was born in London and moved to Brundall 33 years ago. Now retired, he was 

a qualified mechanical engineer, being a Project Manager in the defence industry for many 

years before moving to a local engineering company as Process Excellence Manager, a post 

that took him all over the world. He has a son and daughter, two teenage granddaughters and 

a young grandson. He is one of Freethorpe’s two Parish Tree Wardens, the other being our 

own Mrs Rowlands. 

The Tree Warden Scheme is a national initiative founded and co-ordinated by The Tree 

Council. It is managed locally by Broadland District Council. Tree Wardens are volunteers, 

appointed by parish councils or other community organisations, who gather information 

about their local trees, get involved in local tree matters and encourage local practical 

projects related to the trees and woods.  

As many of you will already know, John created our award winning sensory garden, procured 

our potting shed, manages our main garden, has planted apple trees and a willow tunnel on 

the playing field and built our outdoor classroom. All this work was carried out at no cost to 

the school. John provided all trees and shrubs from Broadland District Council’s Tree Warden 

budget and procured all building materials as a most generous donation from MKM Building 

Supplies. 

When not planting trees, John enjoys country walks, working with wood in his workshop and 

playing his guitar. A few years ago he had a book published entitled “Trees of Brundall and 

Braydeston”. 

Despite all of this, John says that his best  

achievement has been the creation of his  

group of Junior Tree Wardens, although  

he could not have done that without the 

 help and support of Mrs Rowlands. It is  

the only scheme of its kind in the country 

 and is based at our school. Currently eight  

children join John and Mrs Rowlands for  

one Saturday morning each month to learn  

about trees and conservation and carry out 

 tasks around the village. In addition, in the  

summer months they visit ancient  

woodlands and country estates. Hopefully, 

they will benefit from what they learn as  

well as having great fun!  

 

 

Currently our 

whole school 

attendance is 

92.4% 
Please help us 

increase this to 

96%+ 
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Wednesday 22nd November 2017 

Freethorpe Primary and Nursery School 
Contact us: office@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk   01493 700215 

We have had another very busy fortnight in school, including the very successful Christmas 

Shopping evening on Friday night. Although we try not to start preparing for Christmas too 

early, the time has come for the children to rehearse for the Christmas concert and nativity: I 

am sure many of you will soon be joining in with the practising at home! The children will also 

be beginning to explore and talk about our whole school winter topic, which they will all be 

contributing to during the next few weeks. A display of work will be in the hall towards the 

end of term. 

Currently our 

whole school 

attendance is 

93.4% 

Please help 

us reach our 

target of 96% 

plus. 

mailto:office@freethorpe.norfolk.sch.uk


  

Sickness: 

As is often the case at this time 

of year, we have had a significant 

number of children suffering  

from sickness and diarrhoea.  We  

are aiming to reduce the spread  

of any bugs by encouraging all  

children to wash their  

hands effectively, at home and  

at school.  Additionally, if your  

child has suffered with diarrhoea  

and/or vomiting then they should 

be kept off school until at least 48  

hours  after their symptoms have 

gone.  

 

Handwashing: 

Washing of hands should take  

between 15 and 30 seconds  

and it is also very important for  

hands to be dried completely. 

 

Friends of Freethorpe:  Last week we had our AGM and we welcome Emily Harvey on board 

to help Marcia Burrows as Treasurer. Trudie Cunningham and myself remain as Secretary and 

Chair. We have many events that are being planned throughout the year but we would 

welcome any thoughts or feedback you as parents and carers may have. Please feel free to 

have a chat with one of us anytime you see us in school! 

 

Christmas Fayre: This week we will be sending home a letter and raffle tickets for the 

Christmas Fayre, we appreciate any that you and your family and friends can buy and please 

could any unused ones be returned to the office. Also we are always looking for Draw prizes 

throughout the year and if any parents or carers with their own business or your workplaces 

are in a position to donate a small prize, we would really appreciate it. 

Does your work place offer matched giving, this scheme means your workplace will match 

money that we raise at a particular event. Last year Barclays matched us with £1000. It's 

simple to do and really boosts our money pot, why not mention it at work and find out if they 

are able to help us? 

Outside the office is our donations box, if you’re able to donate anything to the box for 

hampers or the tombola we would appreciate it very much. 

As always we cannot run events without your help, and we are always grateful for the help 

you give. Can you spare half an hour to man a stall at the Christmas Fayre? A rota of help 

means we all as parents can spend some time going round with our children. Other help 

needed: baking cakes for the refreshments; running and setting up stalls on the day. Did you  

 

Children in Need: Thank you for your contributions to our fundraising non-school uniform day 

on Friday 17th November. The children enjoyed being able to wear their own clothes for the 

day! We raised £145 for Children in Need, which will go towards the national total, which 

after the weekend was standing at £51million. 

Wednesday 22nd November 2017 
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Key Stage 2 Christmas Concert:  

On Wednesday 13th December 2017, we will be holding our annual KS2 Christmas Concert at 

Halvergate Church. All pupils will be taking part in the event which is a celebration of festive 

music, poetry and stories. The children will need to be in school uniform, with warm layers 

underneath as it is often very chilly. We will be unlocking the church at 6:45pm for audience 

and pupils to come in – the church will not be open prior to this time for anyone other than 

staff. 

Cross Country: On Wednesday 8th November a small team of KS2 runners from our school 

took part in the annual Norwich East Schools Sports Partnership Cross Country Challenge at 

North Walsham Rugby Club. The cold, damp, drizzly weather made for some challenging 

running conditions with races being held over distances from 1000m for Year 3 to 1600m for 

Years 5 and 6. 

With strong fields of approximately 60 runners per race, our team pushed themselves hard 

and all did well to complete their course. A big congratulations and well done to them for 

taking part.  
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Cake Sale:  When Year 6 performed Shakespeare at the Norwich Playhouse a couple of weeks 

ago, the children were amazed by the evidence of homelessness that they saw on their walk 

back to the St Andrews car park. They quickly decided that they wanted to do something 

within school to help support local charities: the Norwich Foodbank; Centrepoint. They will 

also donate to Water Aid. The pupils baked an amazing array of cakes which they sold at the 

end of the school day on Tuesday. All their hard work raised a fantastic £70. Thank you, as 

always, for all your support. 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Nativity:  

All of the pupils are working extremely hard in rehearsals for the KS1 Nativity.  Please do 

bring in costumes to class if you have these ready and we will store these for you until the 

performances.  Please could you continue to rehearse lines with your child (if they are in Year 

2) and song words with pupils in Years R, 1 and 2.  The Nativity is going to be filmed and DVDs 

will be sold of the production - details to follow nearer the dates of the productions.  We look 

forward to seeing you at the Nativity performances!  Thank you for all of your help with 

rehearsing the Nativity with your child so far. 

Remembrance Sunday:  Thank you very much for the generous donations towards poppies in 

school. Our collection raised an amazing £172.65 this year. As always the school laid a wreath 

at the memorial in Halvergate as part of the service on Remembrance Sunday. This year Mrs 

Burns attended along with many pupils from school. 

know we only have 45 minutes to set up every room? So the more help we have the easier 

and smoother it is. I have one word that I'm hoping will excite your children this year, and it's 

not santa, although he is pretty exciting! REINDEERS! This year we have real live reindeers at 

the fayre, where children can have the opportunity to stroke, brush or pet them!!! 

On Friday, we had a very successful shopping evening seeing lots of familiar faces and not just 

from school but the wider community too and we raised £380. A huge thank you to all of you! 

 

 

‘I liked sprinting at the end to 

overtake others,’(Hollie) 

‘It was really fun because we had 

to run through the woods and it 

was really muddy!’ (Finley) 

‘I enjoyed the race because I did 

well,’ (Tilly) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates: (updates have been highlighted) 

Thursday 23
rd

 November Year 6 D&T transition day to Acle Academy 
Year 1 & 2 Edith Cavell workshop within school 

Monday 11
th

 December Reception, Year 1 and 2 – Nativity performance 2pm 

Tuesday 12
th

 December Reception, Year 1 and 2 – Nativity performance 2pm 

Wednesday 13
th

 December Key Stage 2 Christmas Carol Concert at Halvergate Church 7pm 

Thursday 14
th

 December  School Christmas lunch 

Friday 15
th

 December Christmas Fayre 

Monday 18
th

 December Christmas disco, evening times to be confirmed 

Monday 29
th

 January Book fair, school Book Week 

Friday 2
nd

 February Open Afternoon for parents – Book Week activities 

Tuesday 6
th

 February Cluster Speech festival 

Wednesday 7
th

 February Cluster Speech festival 

Thursday 8
th

 February Valentine’s disco 

Tuesday 20
th

 February Parents Evening 4 – 8pm 

Wednesday 21
st

 February Parents Evening 4 – 6pm 

Fri 2
nd

 – Sun 4
th

 March Hilltop Residential for Year 3 – 6  

Monday 14
th

 May Year 6 SATs week 

Thursday 14
th

 June Cluster Open Concert 

Friday 29
th

 June Sports Day and family picnic 

Friday 13
th

 July Choir performance at Freethorpe Methodist Chapel - evening 

Tuesday 24
th

 July Leavers Assembly 10:30am 

 

2017/18 Term dates: 

Monday 4th September   INSET Day 

Tuesday 5th September   INSET Day 

Wednesday 6th September  8:45am School opens for Autumn 1 

Thursday 19th October   3:30pm School closes for half term 

Friday 20th October   INSET Day 

Monday 30th October   8:45am School opens for Autumn 2 

Tuesday 19th December   3:30pm Term ends 

Tuesday 2nd January   INSET Day 

Wednesday 3rd January   INSET Day 

Thursday 4th January   8:45am School opens for Spring 1 

Friday 9th February   3:30pm School closes for half term 

Monday 19th February   8:45am School opens for Spring 2 

Wednesday 28th March   3:30pm School closes for Easter holidays 

Monday 16th April   8:45am School opens for Summer 1 

Monday 7th    May Bank Holiday 

Friday 25th May    3:30pm School closes for half term 

Monday 4th June   8:45am School opens for Summer 2 

Tuesday 24th July   3:30pm School closes for summer holidays 
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Hilltop Deposit: 

If you would like your child to come to Hilltop for the residential in March, please can you 

ensure the office have your child’s name and the deposit by Friday 24th November. 

Christmas Lunch – Thursday 14th December: 

The Christmas lunch will be available for all children on Thursday 14th December and must be 

ordered from the school office by Wednesday 29th November. This will be the only lunch 

option available on this day – there will be no school packed lunches or jacket potatoes 

available. If your child does not want a school Christmas dinner then they will need to bring 

their own lunch to school on this day. If you have any queries please speak to Mrs Thrower in 

the office. 


