
 
 

15 May 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As you will be aware, the Government has asked schools to begin planning for opening for 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 children, possibly as soon as 1st June. Here at Chawson we have 

reviewed all of the guidance and are confident that we are able to open and adhere to all of the 

guidelines as they are currently set out. We have carried out a thorough risk assessment and will 

be taking steps to reduce the level of risk of infection within our school. As such we WILL be 

opening for our Reception and Year One children at such a time as the Government directs us to 

do so.  

We understand that as a parent you will have a lot of questions about what school will look like, 

and what measures we will be taking to provide the best possible care for your children. With 

this in mind we wish to share with you detailed information about the steps we will be taking, and 

the steps we will be asking you to take.  

What we will do: 

 Your child will be part of a small, fixed group of children (fewer than 15) and 2 adults. 

This group will form a ‘bubble’. Your child’s bubble will not mix with other ‘bubbles’ from 

around the school. 

 Guidance does NOT require 2 metre social distancing, as it recognises that it would not be 

possible to enforce this with such young children. Of course, wherever possible we will 

encourage children to interact in the safest possible way. 

 Strict measures of personal hygiene will be in place, including hand washing and frequent 

use of hand sanitiser. 

 No pupil or staff member will wear a face covering or face mask as this is not 

recommended in schools 

 Classes of children will be spread around the entirety of the building to reduce contact. 

Movement around corridors will be limited and controlled to limit contact. 

 Classrooms will be reorganised to allow for maximum spacing between children, this 

includes limiting the use of shared resources. Children will be allowed to play with hard 

toys, but soft toys and soft furnishings will have been removed. 

 We will use the outside as much as possible as this minimises the risk of infection. 

 A rigorous programme of cleaning, including additional cleaning of high use areas such as 

door handles and more frequent cleaning throughout the day will be in place. 



 We have organised staggered drop off and collection times and locations to reduce 

contact with individuals not in your child’s ‘bubble’. 

 We will be providing a packed lunch option for Universal Infant Free School Meals and 

children will be eating in the classroom (for children in Reception and Year 1). 

 We will be providing a balanced timetable of learning, including supporting children with 

the transition back into school. Our top priority will be your child’s wellbeing. 

 As schools are open for Reception and Year 1 we will no longer be providing home learning 

for these year groups. 

 Should a child or member of staff from our setting test positive, the rest of their 

‘bubble’ will be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days.  

 

What we ask of you: 

 The Government is strongly advising that children in eligible year groups attend. Please 

notify us via email at office@chawson.worcs.sch.uk if you do not plan for your child to 

attend. Parents will not be prosecuted for non-attendance. 

 Please only send children from Reception and Year 1, the school is not open to other year 

groups apart from those keyworker and vulnerable children who have been accessing 

provision during Lockdown. 

 If your child has been classed as clinically extremely vulnerable due to pre-existing 

medical conditions and has been advised to shield please inform us of this.  

 Please do NOT send your child to school if they are unwell or showing coronavirus 

symptoms, or if you have someone in your household who does.  

 Parents and carers do not need to take children’s temperatures every morning. Routine 

testing of an individual’s temperature is not a reliable method for identifying coronavirus 

so please be vigilant for other signs and symptoms. 

 All those children and young people eligible to attend, and members of their households, 

will have access to testing if they display symptoms of coronavirus. To access testing 

parents will be able to use the 111 online coronavirus service. 

 Please drop off and pick up at the times and locations directed (further information will 

be texted to all parents in the coming days).  

 Only one parent should accompany the child to school. Please limit the number of people 

entering the site (including other children) and stay together as on group. 

 When dropping off and collecting please respect social distancing guidelines; please stay 

distanced from other families and do not congregate around gates or doors. 

 Parents and children are encouraged to walk or cycle to school where possible. Please avoid 

the use of public transport. 

 Please support the need for normal personal hygiene through teaching thorough 

handwashing and washing of clothes following a day in an educational setting. 
 

Please note we will ONLY be open for a half day on Fridays, children will need to be collected 

between 12.45- 1.10pm (specific times will be given for each group). This is the only way we are 

able to meet our statutory requirement to provide planning, preparation and assessment time to 

teachers without increasing the number of adults children come into contact with, and for us to 

avoid mixing of different ‘bubbles’ across the school. 

mailto:office@chawson.worcs.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/covid-19-guidance-on-protecting-people-most-likely-to-get-unwell-from-coronavirus-shielding-young-peoples-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/covid-19-guidance-on-protecting-people-most-likely-to-get-unwell-from-coronavirus-shielding-young-peoples-version


We will be closed on 1st June to allow us to make full preparations. 

 

We know that this is a lot of information, but we do not apologise for sharing it with you in such 

detail. It is important that you as parents and carers have all the facts. We hope that you are 

able to use this to make an informed decision in the best interests of you and your family. Please 

do not hesitate to contact the school directly via email office@chawson.worcs.sch.uk if you have 

any specific questions that are not answered here. 

Yours Sincerely, 

         

Helen Wallace    Nicola Peck 

Headteachers 

 

If you would like to directly access the Government advice you will find the following document online. 

Guidance: Opening schools and educational settings to more pupils from 1 June: guidance for parents and carers: Updated 

11 May 2020 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-

carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@chawson.worcs.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june

