
Minutes from Parents’ Forum 

Friday 23 November 2018 

 

Present: Toni Shadforth, Claire Parmley, Mrs Daniels, Helen Wallace (Headteacher) 

 

Apologies: Christine Franks 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting 4th October 2018 

 

Homework showcase: no final decision made as to how these will be run in the future until 

results from the childrens’ survey have been collated.  

 

Aspens:  Parents are pleased that they are now able to order specific meals for their 

children. 

 

Learn with your child frequency: Parents try to send a relative to school events to which they 

are invited if they are not able to attend themselves. It was noted that some children find it 

upsetting if they do not have a guest to visit them at school events.  

 

It was suggested that afternoons may be a better time for events to which parents are 

invited.  Helen Wallace said that this is difficult to arrange as there are less staff/TAs in school 

during the afternoon for most year groups.  It was agreed that parents are more likely to stay 

to events if they are first thing in the morning. 

 

Parents enjoy the interaction with their children at school through ‘Learn with your child 

events’. It was commented on that one of the reasons Chawson was chosen was because it 

has so many events to which parents are invited. 

 

It was agreed a balance needs to be found so as to appreciate the difficulties for working 

parents. 

 

Congestion around the front doors of the main playground:  Lines on playground for 

improved beginning and end of day collection at the Yr 2/4 exit: Lines have been 

experimented with and staff and children continue to follow the principle of lining up further 

away from the doors themselves. Lines will be marked onto the playground with paint when 

caretaker time is available. 

 

Homework – quantity and style:  An e-mail was shared expressing the view that homework, 

especially project homework for older children, is very time consuming and impacts on family 

life. 

 

Parents felt comfortable with project homework. They understood that children are 

expected to write as part of the project but that this might simply be in the form of lists or as 

labels to a diagram. 

 

Talk homework was not the preferred homework style for parents as they did not always feel 

it is valued but they are happy to do it, especially as it is valued by the school. 

 



Parents felt that the homework required offers a good progression towards the quantity and 

quality required by the middle schools age group.  

 

Packed lunches: Helen Wallace was asked to remind parents that it is preferred for lunch 

boxes to be healthy and that treats should be to a minimum. 

 

Action: Newsletter entry 

 

Helen Wallace assured parents that children are encouraged to eat sandwiches before 

other sweeter items in their lunch boxes. 

 

Water fountains: It was confirmed that the water fountains are to be removed due to their 

inappropriate location in the toilets and the unhygienic use that children make of them. 

Children need to bring water bottles into school and can refill them at three locations in the 

school, primarily in the kitchenette between the two halls.  

 

Paper straws: It was suggested that the Eco Club might want to investigate the reduction in 

the use of plastic straws in school. 

 

The Daily Mile in School: This is an initiative which the school has considered and a member 

of staff will be receiving training. The school will then consider the practicalities of being 

involved in the initiative and the impact on learning time.  Helen Wallace talked about the 

active activities available to children during their playtimes and the amount of PE time 

throughout the week. It was suggested that children may enjoy music played onto the 

playgrounds at playtime but it was understood that this may disturb neighbours and learning.  

 

Any other business 

Postbox into office for easy delivery of letters and money by parents: This has not previously 

been possible due to cost implications and other priorities at the school but a ‘safe’ post box 

located in the foyer can be explored further.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


