
 

 

Parents’ Forum 
2.30pm Thursday 4th October 2018 

 
Minutes 

 
 

• Present:  Mrs Wallace, Rachel Stevens, Toni Shadforth, Ruth Llewellyn, Rachel Winsor, 
Abigail Mountfort, Christina Bowden, Chris Franks, Goma Bhujel, Amy Zne Zu, Mary Wild. 

 
 

• Matters Arising: 
At a Forum meeting back in May it was suggested that the CFSA contributions made to the school 
for educational trips might be increased from the current £1 per child. Toni Shadforth proposed to 
raise this at the next CFSA meeting. I am happy to say that this has been agreed and that the 
CFSA have kindly increased this to £3 per child, so I would like to minute our thanks for this. 
 
AGENDA 
 

• Homework Showcase: 
 
 Do parents still feel this is a worthwhile activity? 
 
The concepts of project homework and showcases were explained to those parents present, 
whose children are lower down the school.  
 
Some parents felt that project homework which is set 6 times a year is too stressful and traumatic 
for the children for whom it is set. 
 
Mrs Wallace commented that this was perhaps a separate issue, for further discussion and rather 
wanted to know whether the current format for children presenting their work was still appropriate 
and welcomed by parents? 
 
Some parents still like the ‘Showcase’ presentation. Some other parents commented that if they 
were aware of this they would support it even if their children were not participating. Another parent 
further commented that perhaps some children whose parents or other significant adults were 
unable to attend, may feel ‘left out’ or upset due to their absence. 
 
Mrs Wallace thanked everyone for their comments and agreed that talking to the children to find 
our their views also may be advantageous. 
 

• Medication in School: 
 
Mrs Wallace wished to inform the Forum about the schools policy changes in regard to the giving 
of meditation. The school now has more autonomy in the administration of medicines in school. In 
the past it has been unacceptable for the school to give Calpol or hay fever medications to children 
during school hours. Changes in legislation now been that it is possible to give non prescribed 
medicines in order to support good attendance.  
 
It has been a problem in the past but now the school hope that with these changes there can be a 
discussion and matters can be dealt with.  Parents felt that the new policy was reasonable and that 
anti biotics to be given three times a day would need to continue to be given by parents outside of 
the school day.  
 
 
 



 

 

• Aspens Menu and Service: 
 
Parents are generally not happy with the way service of school meals has been since the start of 
term. Many were under the impression that their child would be able to choose their meal in the 
morning and have what they wanted at lunchtime.  
 
They also have concerns over the menu itself and the choices that are (or aren’t) available. Some 
children have said that they don’t like the food at all. Some parents have reported that their 
children were coming out of school extremely hungry and have since abandoned hot meals in 
favour of packed lunches. 
 
Mrs Wallace said that she was aware of some of the problems since the start of term and they 
have been working together with Aspens to try to rectify them. Aspens have been very responsive 
to the issues raised. 
 
Firstly, an ordering system is in the pipeline and will be implemented from after the half term break. 
She stated she was also aware of teething problems with the menu. The initial menu offered was 
unpopular with the children and they have again consulted with Aspens to offer and menu which is 
more familiar to the children. Jacket potatoes will always be available, even if not on display. The 
reasoning behind this is that if they are displayed children will quite often pick them as opposed to 
anything else on the menu as they are familiar with jacket potatoes.  It is limiting their choice.  
 
A parent asked whether a sandwich or baguette option was a possibility. Mrs Wallace confirmed 
that she was not in favour of this because it was felt that a sandwich lunch for a free school meal 
was not what was intended by the Governments actions to offer Universal Infant Free School 
Meals. 
 
Generally the school feel that Aspens offer a much better quality of food that their predecessors. 
Their food is freshly made and healthier - there are only a couple of examples of frozen items in 
the whole menu and the sugar content is equally good as there are virtually no processed 
ingredients. They always offer fruit and salad and it’s reported that the quality looks very good. 
 
Mrs Wallace invited the Forum to also engage with Aspens to highlight what the children like or 
don’t like from this and previous menus and to commit to a dialogue about the meals so that we 
can work together to provide well for our children. 
 

• Items to be raised at the next meeting 
 
- Paper straws 
- The Daily Mile in school 
- Learn With Your Child - Frequency 
- Congestion around front doors of main playground 
- Homework - Quantity and style 
- Packed Lunches 
 

• Date of Next Meeting 
 
2:30pm Friday 23rd November 2018 
 
 
  


