
Parents’ Forum 

Minutes from Thursday 10 May 2018 

Present: 

Julie Plant, Toni Shadforth, Nicki Catlow, Mrs Daniels, Helen Wallace. 

Milk:  Staff have not been aware of any issues where children have not been able to have 

their milk.  The staff have been keeping an eye on this situation.  The parent in question was 

able to report that there was no longer a problem. 

Water bottles available:  This has been discussed by staff.  Children tend not to have water 

bottles on their tables due to the number of resources out for them to use but their water is 

available in class.  Water bottles are not encouraged outside generally but children are 

always able to come back into school and use the water fountains. 

Dinner Menu:  Still some remaining concern over individual children’s needs and available 

food. Parent advised to discuss this individual concern with the class teacher. 

Voluntary contributions for trips and visitors within the cancellation time:  It was suggested 

more advanced warning might be given to parents.  Topic letters list the trips and visits taking 

place each term.  Giving warning at the beginning of the year for the whole academic year 

would be difficult due to costs and venues etc, potentially changing.   The academic year 

crossing a financial year is also difficult for the school to manage.   

The wording on the letters of voluntary contributions is a requirement.  Some parents choose 

not to pay as they do not need to rather than because they cannot afford to. 

Parents agreed that trips and visitors are very important to our children’s’ learning and 

support the school in providing the opportunity. 

Parents were in support of children being made aware of the need to receive payment.  

Parents did not feel their children were being pestered but simply relaying the message that 

payment is important. 

Parents raised the suggestion that grants might be applied for to support trips.  The school is 

aware of some available grants for some activities but not for trips.  Applying for and 

managing grant funding can be very time consuming and is not always cost effective. 

The school understands that lots of events for purchases coming all at once such as CFSA 

leavers’ hoodies, outside clubs and trips can be difficult, but time constraints often impact on 

this. 

It was suggested that CFSA might be able to contribute more to trips and visitors. 

Action:  Toni Shadforth to raise at a CFSA meeting. 

Numbers of children:  Leaflets – drops.  Parent volunteers – happy to help.  Class sizes and 

funding was discussed. This led to the desire to support the school in promoting itself.  Parents 

volunteered to leaflet drop in the local area. 

Action:  Helen W to raise with Governors. (This may complement action already being taken 

by Governors). 

 

Date of next meeting:  Monday 25 June 2018 at 2:30pm. 


