
 

 

Parents' Forum 
 

Wednesday 8th March - 6.30- 7.30pm 
 

Minutes 
 

Present: 
 

• Helen Wallace - Headteacher 
 
Parents: 
 

• Julie Plant 

• Toni Shadforth 

• Claire Parmley 

• Daniel Olask 
 
 
Matters Arising/ Actions: 
 
Reading Record Books - Helen Wallace has added a reminder to the green newsletter 
recently reiterating how best to contact your child's teacher. 
 
Talk Homework - Parents asked if there could not be a book for children to bring home 
with which to complete their talk homework. Helen Wallace liaised with Miss Peck over this 
matter. It was felt that they would not be made use of and would also be prone to getting 
lost. A bright yellow sheet has nearly eliminated this possibility. 
 
Homework Showcase - Parents had asked about the feasibility of presenting the 
homework showcase at different times of the day/ evening. It was felt that there was a 
history of very poor attendance at other times. 
 
 
Agenda 
 
Spelling: Helen Wallace asked whether since the presentation of  'Learn With Your Child: 
Spelling',  had been any reaction or change in attitude or awareness from parents/ 
children? 
Julie Plant commented that she had noticed an increased determination from children in 
wanting to 'get it right'. 
Helen Wallace stated that that was good to know and asked if parents would perhaps want 
the presentation repeated later in the year? It was agreed by those present that maybe 
that would be beneficial. The consensus was that the 'Learn With You Child' presentations 
were a really useful way to see how your child is learning and a great way to get properly 
involved with the school. 
 
Texts: Helen Wallace wanted to know if parents have found the new text messaging 
service from school useful? It was reported that the feeling from parents in the playground 
is that it is a fantastic communication tool and has been very well received. It is felt from 



 

 

the school's perspective that there is a higher proportion of mobile phone than email usage 
amongst parents/ families. The text system is currently being funded by the CFSA. 
 
 
 
Any Other Business 
 
Parents Evening On-line Booking System: Claire Parmley asked if the school would 
consider the implementation of an on-line booking system for Parents Evening 
appointments. Mrs Wallace responded that because of the financial costs, this is not 
something that can be considered at this time. 
 
Payments to School: Toni Shadforth asked if there was a possibility of introducing a 
more effective way for parents to make payments to school for trips, uniform etc, such as 
BACS or PayPal. Helen Wallace stated that not only did the costs of introducing such 
systems make the idea prohibitive, it would also incur time costs to staff to implement it. 
Therefore at this time this is not a viable option. 
 
 
Lottery Grants: Claire Parmley stated that she had heard of lottery grants available for up 
to £10k to enable fixed outdoor exercise equipment to be installed in the school grounds. 
She wondered if the school would be interested in looking into this? 
Helen Wallace responded that it would indeed be of interest. Claire Parmley will research 
the details and Mrs Wallace will have a look at any health and safety implications that 
need to be considered. 
 
Project Homework: Claire Parmley asked again if there could be any clarification as to 
the length expected on a piece of project homework. 
Helen Wallace remarked that there were no set guidelines for this as there will be different 
expectations for each child. As a general rule, it was discussed that the amount of time set 
for each individual piece gives an indication of how much work would be required. Mrs 
Wallace would encourage parents therefore to discuss requirements with their child's class 
teacher if they are unsure. 
 
 
 
 
 

Date of next meeting 
 

2:30pm Tuesday 9th May 2017 


