
Parents' Forum at Chawson First School 

 

Thursday 27th April 2017 at 2pm 

 

Minutes 

 

Present: 

• Julie Plant 

• Toni Shadforth 

• Goma Bhujel 

• Kate Page 

• Nicola Catlow 

• Gail Blake 

• Helen Wallace - Headteacher 

 

Apologies: 

• Claire Parmley 

• Kath Tavernor 

 

Matters Arising/ Actions: 

Fixed Outdoor exercise equipment:  

The health and safety advice is to not go ahead.  A member of staff would have to be on 

duty with it at all times.  It could not be used by people coming on to site.  The risk is too 

high. 

 

Agenda items: 

Smoking outside the school gates by adults:  

The issue was discussed – unsure of groups of people standing outside the school gates 

often smoking.  The litter issue was discussed.  Possibility of putting a sign up asking parents 

not to smoke outside the school.  Parents are concerned about the health of children 

walking through the smoke.  Helen Wallace to contact the CSO to ask if they are able to 

ask the parents to move on.  The parents are concerned that the path is blocked by people 

waiting which is intimidating to walk through. 

Action: Helen Wallace to contact local CSO, Helen Wallace to investigate the possibility of signage.  

 

After school and lunch time clubs: 

Parents reported that their children have been upset that some children are always chosen 

even though it is a random process.  The school has recognised this and is beginning to 

choose children from those who are not already in a club. 

Action: Helen Wallace to remind staff of this. 

 

The reorganization of year 2 children into new year 3 classes:   

The children will be reorganised into two new classes (not three). Some children have 

become anxious about the changes, more so than in previous years.  Teachers have talked 

to the two year 2 classes to put their minds at rest which appears to have been successful, 

the children are more settled now returning since Easter.  Helen Wallace feels the anxiety 

was caused by a class being asked to write down the names of their friends before letters 

had gone out to parents; this will not happen again in the future.  Parents were very positive 

about the reorganisation of classes at the end of both year R and year 2.  Helen Wallace 

talked about the confidence that the children can have in being with at least one of the 

friends that they list. 

 

Date of the next meeting: Wednesday 6:30 – 7:30 14th June 2017 


